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FROG diſſ played in the ns 


| Was Be not wen! as N a deliverer, as 
glorious a ſaviour as they expected ? Ves, 
much more ſo. The ſalvation he has pur- 
chaſed for us, defends us from much 
ſtronger and more dangerous enemies, 


from the tyranny of fin and ſatan, the en- 


croachment of | piritual and eternal evils 
it reſcues us from the ſlavery of corruption 
and death, and brings us into the glorious 


F IEG Ss « 


The ſalvation mentioned in che _ 
imports, by an eaſy figure, the doctrine of 
ſalvation, or the goſpel of Chriſt ; this is 
plain from what follows, ** How ſhall we 
eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation,” 
viz. the holy goſpel; which at the firſt. 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them chat 
heard him * | 


The 8 exhorts the 3 converts 


to a firm adherence to the chriſtian religion, 
and 


— 


_ the Clrifinh $alvatich. 1 | * . 


and a ſincere obedience to its precepts, by 
two conſiderations. One, is the ſuperior 
dignity of its author ; the law was given 
only by the miniſtry of angels, who, thought 
beings of eminent endowments and power, 
W fill were but creatures; yet © the word 
= ſpoken by them was ftedfaſt, and every 
1 tranſgreſſion, and difobedience, received 2 


1 | juſt recompence of reward: we ought 
WF therefore to give the more earneſt heed to 


che things we have heard, leſt at any time 
ve let them eſcape us,” cithier i in regard to 
faith or practice, ſince they are revealed 
W to us by a more excellent mediator, even by 


me son of God himſelf ; who knoweth all 


? the fecrets of his Father' s counſels, whoſe 
WW wiſdom and goodneſs are infinite, who 
mould uſe the laſt and moſt powerful efforts 
1 for the good and happineſs of mankind ; for 
when God hath ſpoken to us by his Song 


(chere remains not a meſſenger of greater 


1 | authority to be ſent after him. 


If men will ever receive a Nigg with 
reverence, if they will ever obſerve its 
dictates with an awful care, it muſt be 
Bs that 
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poſſibly be for us to eſcape? Is there any 


ſuccour? Can any more powerful name 


that which Chriſt -Rabliſhed ; 3 i there be 
2 lawgiver whom they will love and fear, 
it. muſt be he that is. willing to ſave, and 


able to deftroy ; if there be any thing that 
can. move their ſtubborn hearts- and ſoften. 


them into virtue, it muſt be a regard for 
Him, who is not only our almighty gover- 
nor now, but will. e * our _ 
ous judge. | | 


The other 3 is che ie | 
of the ſalvation that Chriſt bath procured. 
us, whoſe value being immenſe, and the 
encouragements to attain it moſt ani ;imating,, 
we ſhall be utterly inexcuſable if we neglect 
it. Theſe 1 Arby leave to enforce by. a Pare, : 


FF # 


Indeed, if we delpike d the riches of this, 'F 
grace, if we weary out the long- ſuffering; 1 I 
of God in Chriſt, what. chance can there. Wl 


other Redeemer to whom we can fly for 


under the ſun be given by which we can be | 
ſaved? Nay, is there in heaven itſelf any. 


ae | Cinifin NY 


Farther remedy to be applied to our wretehe 
caſe ? Our heavenly Father ſent his ers 
ants the prophets to warn the world to re- 
pent, * to ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 
wil ;” but they regarded not the voice of 
their fellow- creatures. He ſent the exalted 
miniſters of his court, perſons of the ange- 
lic orders, who ſtood before him an& 
gneard his wiſdom, to inſtruct them in * - 2 
| preparative inſtitution, and to deliver his di- i 
vine commandments upon mount Sinai, 
While it burned with fire, was filled with the 
| ſound of the trumpet, and ſurrounded with 
blackneſs and darkneſs and tempeſt ; but 
this ſcene of aſtoniſhment was ſoon forgot- 
ten, the people quickly revolted, and with- 
| drew their allegiatice from God. Laſt of 
all, he ſent his well-beloved Son, but in 
milder glory, without thoſe circumftarices 
| of terror, and in condeſcenſian to out in- 
firmities cloathed with fleſh and blood; he 
< being the brightneſs of his Father's 
| glory, the expreſs image of his perſon, and 
upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himſelf purged 
our fins, ſat down on the right hand of 
IN 1 the 
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| the Majeſty on high.” The higheſt leg ih 
the ſcale of the divine compaſſion is nor 
reached; ſurely we ſhall reverence the 
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Son. Otherwiſe, God will miſerably de- 


ſtroy thoſe wicked men that diſobey him: 


ti remains no farther reſource of mercy, 


there is no ſaviour in reſerve, 1 no ſecond 
ſtate of probation. 


if 
God cannot do more Gn his vineyard 
than he hath already done; he hath water-- 


ed it not only with the blood of his pro- 


phets and martyrs, but with that of his 
Son: if it ſtill be unfruitful, what is left 
for it but a ſentence of exciſion, that it be 
cut down and caſt into the fire? The 
ground that is ungrateful to the faireſt. 


culture, that after all the pains beſtowed 
upon it, beareth thorns and briars, is re- 
jected and nigh unto curſing. . How 


then ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo ay 
en! hy! 

The ſalvation that Chrif has 1 1 
for us is not an immunity from the tem- 


Fer. evils of an Egyptian bondage z it is : 


1 not 


the Chriflian dalvation. 


not the procuring us an earthly Canaan, 

= << a land flowing with milk and honey * it 

is not the defending us from the ruin of 
invaſions, the inſults of a proud enemy, ana 
= the iron rod of oppreſſion : theſe are indeed 0 
4 great things, but the ſalvation of Chriſt 

is mine greater and more valuable. ; 


It is the higheſt perfe&tion of the divine 
 bleflings, the full ſatisfaction of man's ſpi- 

W ritual capacities; it delivers us from all 
evil, and crowns us with Joy unſpeak- | 
able and full of glory.” Nay, it not only 
contains in itſelf all that can make us hap- 
py, but it gives us new and more excellent 
capacities of enjoyment than by nature we 
. | could have; for it purifies our ſouls, en- 
W lightens our reaſon, and exalts our upper ; 
| faculties to a wonderful degree, How plen- 
= tiful are the fountains of joy that it opens 
co thoſe who ſincerely ſeek it. 


The greateſt uneaſineſs, the heavieſt load 
to the heart of man, and which without a 
Redeemer might juſtly ſink-it into the low- 
eſt region. of deſpair, is the ſenſe of guilt, 
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be faved by Chril _—_— 


1. To receive the n of all our fins, * | 
the moſt heinous not excepted, It is to — 1 
dur paſt tranſgreſſions blotted out, and a new 
page turned over to us, in which we may 
write the faireſt and lovelieſt characters of 
virtue. It is to have oui debts cancelled, and 
a a new ſtock intruſted with us to improve. It 

is to have our painful apprehenſions, the 
ſcenes of horror and anguiſh removed, anda. 
proſpect of light and comfort ſet before us. It 
is to be forgiven, not by man, but by God 
huimſelf, whoſe al RAG ADEN whoſe only,, 
| may | be ſecurely relied on. 1 


"S 


- Can men pretend to SED us our fins, 
who cannot diſtinguiſh between a ſpirit of 
piety, and a ſpirit of hypocriſy; who know” . 
not the fincerity. of our repentance, hg 
if they pronounce ſentence in our favour 
. cannot make it good; WhO if we fall and * 
are deceived by them, cannot ſuffer in our | 
ſtead? No; it is the pardon of Chriſt. 
alone, who is all- -knowing, and all-power- 
. ful, who ſits at the right-hand of the Fa- 
I ther, 
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| Studious we „„ 
good men; if we have fallen from the 
friendſhip of one that has been our orna- 
ment, our honour and ſupport, what in- 


W tereſt do we raiſe, what mediations do we 
WW court to regain it? But how inſignificant 


is the countenance of the beſt and greateſt 
of men, in compariſon of the approbation 
of God? To be accepted for Chriſt's ſake 
in the ſight. of him who alone can diſtin- 
guiſh real goodneſs, or the approaches 


| to it z to be re-admitted; to his favour, which | 
bleſſes us at the ſame time that it receives 
us; to be reconciled to him through the 


blood of the everlaſting covenant; to have 
him become a kind, a compaſſionate, a 
gracious father to us, who was before a 
conſuming fire, an angry and terrible God ; 

to be reſtored to his peace, and delivered 
from the remorſe of conſcience, to be the 
objects of his providential care, of his en- 


Jivening grace and love; this is ſalvation, 


"WH — | 
2. Ano- 


70 A true Eftimate of 9 
2. Another quality of this great ſalvation 

is, that it ſets us free from the dominion of 
fin, and ſuffers it not to reign in our mor- 
tal bodies. It deſtroys the allurements of 
the fleſh ; it baffles the wiles, and blunts 
the terrors of all our ſpiritual enemies. 


U 


ven cutwail vaſſalage, the n com- 
oelied perpetually to follow another man's 
commands whether right or wrong; the 
poſſeſſing nothing we can call our own ; 
the being liable to be ſtripped of all, and 
mut up in the narrow and dark walls of 
a hungry priſon ; this we think, and think 
truly, is a dreadful thing : but the miſery 
of it is terminated by the grave, which 
cannot be far diſtant, ** where the ſlave is 
free from the oppreſſor, where the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, and the weary are at 
reſt.” Tt is leſs than nothing, when com- 
pared to the being led captive by our 
grand enemy, at his will, and ſubmitting 
to his hateful and malicious ſway ; for 
he is a tyrant that is never glutted with ; 
cruelty, that is not to be fatiated with cries | 
and groans. | 
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11 
| 1 he yoke of temporal tyranny 3 
TT Gt more hard on us, if it were placed 


mere by enemies who had been deſpicable 
and odious to us; we ſhould abhor it, and 


330 Clrifian Salvation. 


be always ftruggling to diſengage our- 
| elves: ought we not then much more to 


ſpurn the chains of the tempter, who has 
not only been always active and buſy in 
feducing mankind to their ruin; but is the 
meaneſt and moſt abje& being in the uni- 
verſe, ſunk into the loweſt _—_ of wick- 
edneſs: and _” 


Re his tyranny, as well as from the 


g imperious call of the many raging paſſions 


produced by vice, the ſalvation of Chriſt 


= delivers us. For it produces a new pritt- 


ciple of liberty and virtue in us; it makes 


nus maſters of ourſelves, which is a greater 
= conqueſt than the ſubduing of a city; it 
naiſes our ſpirits to many great and noble 


deſigns, to the inheritance of glory, to the 


love of the everlaſting God. It gives us 


the deſire of our hearts; for it teaches us 


to deſire nothing but what is innocent, and 
conſiſtent with the will of God. It tran- 


ſlates 
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| 12 A true e — 
ſlates us out of the darkneſs of folly and 
impiety into the marvellous light of grace, 


by making our duty eaſy, and a rational 


conduct pleaſant and natural to us. It 
teaches our appetites and affections to move 


without diſorder and perplexity, wi 


hurry and violence, in exact diſcipline 2 . 


3 * 1 
We juſtly account it a | bleſſed thing to 


live as becomes a moral agent even for one 
day: how much more excellent is it, to be 


enabled to live as becomes chriſtians, 
through the whole tenure of life, and in. a 
ſhort time, to attain to an ae im- 


mortality! ! 


LF 


How great an honour and privilege is it 


for our nature thus to be made capable of 


partaking of the divine; to have it in our 


power to live according to the rules of wiſ- 


dom and truth, and to enjoy a NE 


* with our Maker ? 


3. The Glvation of Chriſt delivers us fs 
final condemnation, and future miſery. 
This is the natural conſequence of its put- 
| „  a_ 
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humble man to be publicly approved by 
bis great Lord and Maſter, and to eſcape. 


ang us into a * of Pinien liberty and 


ſincere righteouſneſs; for the ſoul by origis 
nal attraction will aſcend to the Father of 


ſpirits, to God who gave it, when it is not 
preſſed down by fin, and fettered We _ | 


tuption. N | te | 5 
How happy will it 8 for the holy and | 


the vengeance to come, in that terrible 


day when he ſhall come to convince all 


ungodly men of the unrighteous deeds they 
have committed, and to puniſh thoſe. that 
know not God Fm | 


F rom theſe ſcenes of en ey” 


ruin, the ſalvation of Chriſt ſets us free: 


for he hath the keys of death and of hell; 
he ſhutteth. and no man can open, he -Open- 


oth and no man can ſhut.” 


T * 1 us with that great: 2 


tude, which no man can number, of all 


nations, and kindreds and people and 
men before the throne,, 


and 


14 The Danger of delaying Rapentunce. 1 
and before the Lamb, cloathed with white 

robes, and palms in their hands; let us 
fall down and ſay Salvation to our God 
which ſitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſ- 
dom, and thankſgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might be unto our N for 

ever and ever. An 'B N.“ | 
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* 0 work the works of him that ſent me 
while it is day; the night cometh when, 
no man can work, 
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T has always been a maxim of wiſdom, 

that when by due deliberation we per- 

ceive any buſineſs to be highly oondurive 
to our intereſt, we ſhould loſe no time in 
the execution of it, but proceed with acti- 
un 
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We Danger of delayirig Repentante. 13 
vity and diſpatch. . In ſecular affairs' this 
rule is pretty well obſerved; he who has 
ſome great advantage of wealth or honour. 
in view, will riſe early, take reſt late, and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs till he has made 
| fure of ſucceſs : but though there is none of 

nus that will not own repentance to be a work 
of great moment to his happineſs, yet the 
= greateſt part of men are ſtrangely dilatory 


nin the performance of it. To a proſpect 


of worldly gain they will ſacrifice their 
= caſe, and hazard their lives; they will 
bear the labours of the earth and the dangers 
of the ſeas ; they will lay hold on every 
thing that may help forward their deſign, 
and meet even death itſelf in its moſt dread- 
ful form: and yet how improvident, how 
= ſothful, and faint-hearted ſhall they be 
in labouring for a treaſure whoſe price is 
above rubies, an eternal treaſure which 
= waxeth not old, that better part which can- 
not be taken from the poſleſſor ! So it is, 
cs che children of this world are wiſer 
in their generation than the * of 
* 
In 
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jy iritual a well 3 tmporal cons 


' cerns, fackneſs. end d 


While we will not. reſolve when or b 


1 all. Fe gives life t to al —* 
. attempts; it keeps up our ſpirits and im- Z 
proves our courage; a due rapi rapidity pierces 


through many difficulties ; it gives a dous 
ble ſtrength and vigour to our motions, and 


performs many great exploits.” We know 


what ſucceſſes have been gained in war 
dy a quickneſs of diſpatch; by early tak 


ing che field, and long and laberious 


marches at the firſt: — we de leſs 
facceſsful in our chriſtian warfare, if we. 


| heartily and e oi 4% nn 
Leg n 1 ar ne, 


t Us: you our mots Ha wit 


Le be half finiſhed; Det us hut 


get over the threſhold: of, repentance; let 
us but unlock. the gates of virtue, ank 


_ the reſt of aur journey will be more ſmooth! | 
and eaſy. Sin will make the greateſt ef 
forts to reſiſt us at the firſt attack, it will 


5 


_ 
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ſet all its forces; its terrors and allurcinents 
in array againſt us at the beginning: if 
W we do but conquer theſe, the oppoſition it 
. can afterivards make will be more wealt knd 
W 1anguid ; its atrows will be blunted, and 
WW more eaſily repelled, and its TD will 
we detected and avoided; Beſides, When 
„e a little proceeded in virtue, and diſ- 
covered its beauty; when we hate taſted 
me heavenly gift, and know the powe 

te world to come: inexpreſible ſatisfaQiont 
win ſweeten our labour, and our care will 


(id che pfalmiſt) in thy commandments 
V one that en great ſpoils?” /- 
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carry its reward along with it. I tejoice. 


S is . talent 3 


W truſt, and we ſhall be called to a ſtrict ac- 
c count for our management of it. It is in- 
eed the moſt precious of all talents ;; for: 
2 our other endowments, our wit, or wealth; 
or credit, cannot be employed for the glory: 


of God, and the benefit of mankind, with-. 


WE out it. It is not to be purchaſed by flattery;; 
T4 nor to be bought with gold z neither pray- 
: | ers nor tears ean fetch it back again. 


Vol. I. „ Riches, 
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The Dang of dying Nahen lune. 
| + Ang if loſt may bs recovered ; nay 8. 
putation itſelf, When blaſted, may bloom 
again; but the loſs. of time is irreparable, 
When the portion of it that is allotted: us 
expires, the world cannot buy. us another 
a;, there is no reprieve to be procured 
from, the divine ſentence, © And he-who! 
byeth in ſin is dead while he liveth: * nay 
he is even worſe than that; for death cans 
' fidered as a ſtats of inaction, is not ſo had 
q an activity in evil. His time is not on 
lqſt but miſemployed, and by that miſem - 
| Bloyment he has earned bimſelf eternab 
death, The only thing that can give us at 
enjoyment of the years. that are paſt is, to 
have beſtowed them in doing good. A 
righteous man lives the time that he has 
laid out in good works twice over, for he 
has as much pleaſure in remembring and 


reſlecting upon them, as he had in per- 


forming them. The days that we have 
ſpent in virtue are indeed moſt ſecurely ours; 
they are out of the reach of temptation and 
corruption, and are treaſured up i in the book 
of the divine remembrance, to be acknow- 
ledged and rewarded hereafter. No tyrant 


* — — a 
wy 


oe o align ard & 
d rob us of them, nbf ahy thing birt . 
W falſcriefs of our own hearts in forfaking out? 
able. . Ir che rightrous man tutn frown 
his righteouſneſs, and do according to alk 
che abominations that the wicked, doeth, | 
b then indeed his ri ighteouſtieſs 1 ſhalf be res =, 
embered no more, "but in the tranſpreſ< 
ons chat he hath comin 16 8 and in the" 
3h that nie hath ſinn ed; in in tho © ſhafl 2 
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* ng d time were e 
ay ſiffice us to have wrought the wie 
ie Gentiles,” It is too much tö have {6* 
Pong uſed an excellent gift of God unprofita 
oy, to have let ſlip ſo many . ee 
des of improving ourſelves and of ſet 
6 after we have ſlept ſo long in fin; be. ; 
arely now high time to awake; to ber 
uant and ſober; If before Chriſt ſuffered” 
the fleſh; men walked in laſciviouſnels;” 

E ts, exceſs" of wine, revellings; and” abo. 
nable idolatries; they were more excuHH. 
Nie than we, who live under a more perfcłx 
eg have a more clear proſpect of 
bre eee and puniſhments, and know” 
Kaste C 2 Es a 
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20 235 nes f delaying Aide © 
. the · wrath of God againſt ſin is ſo es”; 
that nothing but the blood of Chriſt could 
atone for it, and procure us oY for re- 
. pentance. .... - Ys on tt 
Let thoſe that ils to return to helr | 
duty now, remember that they will grievouſ-_ 
ly repent it ſome time or other. If they 
will not admit a timely ſorrow for ſin, it 
will at laſt clothe them with confuſion. for 
ever. If they will not be aſhamed of their 
| vices now, everlaſting ſhame will be their 
portion. When the evil days ſhall come, 
and the years draw nigh in which they have 
no pleaſure,” when they ſhall be viſited 
with ſickneſs and affliction, when the diver- 5 
ſions of life can no longer amuſe them, nor 5 
ſcenes of buſineſs hide them from them- 
ſelves; then they will condemn their paſt 
ſupineneſs, and earneſtly wiſh for a thing 
which is impoſſible to be granted, that 
they might live their lives over again. Or 
if we can ſuppoſe that any. man can be deaf 
to the threatnings of vengeance, and ſup- 
_ preſs the fears of puniſhment all his life, 
yet the next world will rouſe u from his 
I lehargy, 


he Danger 77 delaying Ae ar 
| lethargy, the furies of his own conſcienoe 
will be let looſe upon him, and he will 
condemn himſelf for ever. Is it not then 
petter to ſearch our wounds? Is it not bet- 
W ter to ſuffer the ſorrow of repentance be- 

times, than the anguiſh of nnn. re- y 
morſe when it is too ATT EF 


_ 
- - 2 
* 40 7 


The Ae men continue in dy; the 
deeper their contrition, and the more bitter 
= muſt their humiliation be, if they come to 
W repeat at all. They muſt long 3 
= themſelves in * of ſelf-denial and holy 
ſorrow, before they can look up to God as 
ga reconciled and gracious Father. Though 
; God ſhould forgive them immediately, yet 
W they cannot forgive themſelves for having 
been enemies to fo good, ſo excellent a 
Being. They cannot remember their paſt 
ingratitude without trouble of heart; they 


| muſt review their former crimes ' with a 


heavy eye; they muſt ſeverely lament the 
miſchief their bad example has done; and 
endeavour to obviate the evil influence of it 
by a public acknowledgment of their er- 
rors, and an open abhorrence of their ſins. 

C ; Tube 
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Phey muſt humble their ſoul - is; 


and they muſt pray earneſtly that Gad 
their encouragement or connivance they 
have turned afide to vanity. They muſt 


the enemies of the Lord to blaſ 


is impoſſible to Ray at any determined 


1 — Raben 


their own offences, but for. thoſe they har 
been inſtrumental in leading other 
into; not only for the evil they have done; 
but for that which they have occaſioned 3 


would open the eyes of thoſe men whom. = i 


take the ſhame of their folly to them ſe les, 
and mourn for the cauſe they have given 


$6: They ſhall remember their own evil ways, 
and their doings that were not good, and | 
ſhall loath: themſelyes i in their own fight for 
their iniquities. ” And they muſt ber perpe- 
tually jealous of themſelves, and afraid of 
relapſing into their old ſins, Ie way 
became To natural to Sun; 33 : 


"Beſides, the 3 we put off our mom ; 
ance, the more difficult it will become, It 


DES. 
INS? 
EI 


pitch of virtue or vice ; for we are always. 
growing either better or worſe. The foul 
of man cannot remain in t the ſame ſtate; 

| it - 


de Danger of delaying Ne 23 

it is always either advancing towards the 
1 art of angels, or elſe finkibg ins 
5 * kinnfolFitk worlhipping Godz 
W will find his love of divine things increaſe; 
WW and will more and mote reſemible that per- 
W f&ion on which he meditates: ut Be 
mast wilfully eſtranges hitnſelf froth” God; 
Vi fill be removed At further diſtanes 
Lom him. Is the human fyſtem che ute 
mal part and the ſpiritual are always tun 
tending; the prevalence of the former d 
| prefles us into the earth, and à victory ofi 
the latter fide raiſes us towards heaven. This 
victory depends on the exertiſe” of: faith! 
Our paſſions by indulgence become more 
| impottunate, If we hope that they will 
Cool of themſelves, or that after we hive 
fatisfied our curioſity by one gratification; - 
we ſhall not be fo much inclined 40 a fe- 
| cond compliance, we are deplorably miſts- 
ken. Temptations preſent chemiſelyes toa 
| young ſinner in a leſs violent form; they. 
| attack him leiſurely, and gain ground upon 
nim gradually, fo that he has time to* call 
g bis reaſoning powers to bis aliftirice, ah 
: C 4 | to 
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e their pai e Gel 
bitual ſinner evil thoughts come without 
ceremony; they are familiar and intruſive 3 

they plead the right of poſſeſſion, and are 

loud and clamorous if he pretends to caſt 

them out. With ſuch a one temptations 
are uſed to conquer, and therefore are bold 
and urgent; they do not grow up by little 
and little, but are produced at their full 
ſtze, and ready to bring forth their corrupt 
truit at once. He muſt either reſiſt the 
- Arft appearance of eyil, or elſe he will be 
ſiure to be worſted by it. An old finner needs 

no tempter but his own heart. The world 
may ſpare its allurements, and has no oc- 

caſion to exert thoſe enchantments with 

which it bewitches beginners ; and Satan in 

yt walking to and fro, and ſeeking whom he 

may devour,” needs viſit him yery ſeldom ; 
but may ſtand aloof and laugh at the de- 
ſtruction which he brings upon himſelf, 
The poiſon i is entered into his temper, and 
the infection works of itſelf. His imagi- 
nation is deeply tinctured with the ain, 
and i is perpetually ſupplying him with new 
ſcenes of W Evil thoughts ariſe i 
in 
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The Danger of delaying RR, 
n dim unprovoked, and by cheri 
delighting in theſe, he can fin wichbur the 


help of exterior objects. Such a man has 


no means of reformation left, but a firm 
and immediate oppoſition to his ill inclina- 
tions, à reſolute ſuppreſſion of them, and 
immediately turning ade his 3 7 

ene 51 | 


The free of noon . — 5 
wiſe author of our nature as a ſtrong guard 

upon our virtue. A love of decency, a reve- 
rence for mankind, and a regard for the 
world's opinion, is natural to the ſoul of 


man. As ſoon as we come to reflect at all, | 


. * Q- 


we are ſenſible of the excellency of virtue, 
and bluſh to fall ſhort of the performance of 
it. But when by repeated violence done 

themſelves, men have broken through this 


native modeſty, they will find it very hard 


to recover. Their reputation is already gone 
they think, the cenſure is paſt upon them, 
and they have nothing more to loſe ; ſo they 

proceed in their vices without reluctance. 


Con- 


to 0 theis non But upon we kb 
bitual ſinner evil thoughts come without 
ceremony; they are familiar and intruſive z 
they plead the right of poſſeſſion, and are 
loud and clamorous if he pretends to caſt 
them out. ores ſuch a one er 
and . they fas not grow up by little 
and little, but are produced at their full 
ſe, and ready to bring forth their corrupt 
fruit at once. He muſt either reſiſt the 
firſt appearance of eyil, or elſe he will be 
ſure to be worſted by it. An old finner needs 
no tempter but his own heart. The world 
may ſpare its allurements, and has no o- 
caſion to exert thoſe enchantments with 
which it bewitches beginners ; and Satan in 
a walking to and fro, and ſeeking whom he 
may devour,” needs viſit him very ſeldom ; 
but may ftand aloof and laugh at the de- 
ſtruction which he brings upon himſelf, 
The poiſon is entered into his temper, and 
the infection works of itſelf. His imagi- 
nation is deeply tinctured with the ſtain, 
and i is perpetually ſupplying him with new 
ſcenes of tranſgreſfion. Evil thoughts ariſe 
| | in 
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in him unprovoked, and by cheriſhing and 


delighting in theſe, he can fin without the 


help of exterior objects. Such a man has 


no means of reformation left, but a firm 


and immediate oppoſition to his ill inclina- 
tions, a reſolute ſuppreſſion of them, and 


immediately n 2 his 1 On 


mme 
The fear of ſhame. 2 ordered ou. * 


upon our virtue. A love of decency, a reve- 


rence for mankind, and a regard for the 


world's opinion, is natural to the ſoul of 
man. As ſoon as we come to reflect at all, En 
we are ſenſible of the excellency of virtue, 


and bluſh to fall ſhort of the performance of 


it. But when by repeated violence done 


themſelves, men have broken through this 
native modeſty, they will find it very hard 


to recover. Their reputation is already gone 
they think, the cenſure is paſt upon them, 
and they have nothing more to loſe ; ſo Ad | 
proceed | in their vices without reluBance, 
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' Conſcience is indeed Fi gee 
from vice. It is a kind of deity within us 
it directs us in the way of righteouſneſs, 
and calls us to a ſevere account when we 
deviate from it. A young offender will 
have more pain in the remembrance of his 
of it. But when the voice of conſcience 
has been often neglected, when its judg- 
ment has been often braved, at length it 

ceaſes to contend, and becomes weary of 
chiding. The heart becomes hard and 
_ callous, and not to be pierced with com- 

mon remorſe. In great diſeaſes men are 
reckoned to be in moſt danger when they 
are leaſt ſenſible of their pain: ſo in like 
manner thoſe are the moſt deſperate ſinners, 
who are paſt feeding. While men are but 
of ſhort ſtanding in impiety, reaſon recalls 
them; it repreſents to them the folly, the 
| baſeneſs and danger of their evil courſes : 
but how hardly will that man be reclaim- 
ed, who has often embraced ſin in ſpite 
of the utmoſt- conviction of its deformity; | 
and its certain tendency to miſery and 


ruin 3 who has known and neglected all the 
| argu- 
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| all their courage, and abandon all hopes ff 
| repentance. A faint reſiſtance of their paſ- 
ſions will not do, and they will not be at 
the trouble of much mortiſication; theß 
| plunge therefore into their ſins deeper than 

| ever, and become intirely profligate, If 


great work, 
daily, while it is called to-day, leſt any 
| of us be * . the deceitful- 


arguments for a good life; all the endear- 
ments of baur y and of love, and the ter- 
rors of eternal death itſelf? Thoſe that 
have often made ſome weak and heartleſs 
eee e 
been baffled in them, come at length to loſe 


then a late repentance be at once ſo un- 


certain, and ſo difficult, ſurely it becomes 


us withoutfarther delay to proceed with this 
and to exhort one another 


neſs of fin.” 
This we ſhall bs td n 


| ſider 40%), that the later we repent, the leſs 


will be our reward in heaven. Our bleſ- 


W fed Saviour tells us that © in his Father's 
houſe are many manſions ;” and he ſeems 


to intimate that he went to prepare a 


place . 


| 


28 The Danger 17 Alps . 
place of particular glory for the 3 
who turned many to righteouſneſs and ſufs- 
fered martyrdom for his name. Tt is ſaid that 
at the day of judgment, the ſaints after their 
own acquittal ſhall fit with Chriſt, and ſhalt 
judge angels, that is the fallen ſpirits of 
darkneſs ; and, expreſly, that the apoſtles 
< ſhall fit on twelve thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael.” This is farther 
intimated in the parable of the nobleman, 
< who went into a far country to receive to 
himſelf a kingdom ; and he called un- 
to him his ten ſervants, and delivered 
them ten pounds, * and ſaid unto them, 
occupy till I come.” And when at his 0 
return he had given his approbation to 
thoſe that had made an im provement, he 
commanded the ſervant whoſe pound had f 
gained ten pounds to be ruler over ten 
cities, and him that had gained five, to be 
over five cities. Nor is this doctrine of 
the different degrees of glory which the 
faints ſhall have, contradicted by the para- 
ble of the labourers, who were called at 


10 each an equal ſtock. 
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1 The Dangir f delaying 1 29 
4 different times of the day to work in the 
1 vineyard, and yet received every man only 
2 penny. For this parable ſeems not to 
relate to the final retributions at the day of 
5 judgment, ſince there will be no jokes Mo 
5 ing among the righteous then, but it ſeems to 
f figure out to us the different diſpenſations 


of God to mankind, the natural light of rea- 


bon which was given men at firſt, the reve- 
an lation that was made to the TENG the 


WW Gentiles, The Jews were highly diſpleaſ.” 


| ed that the heathen were admitted to equal 
WW privileges with them whoſe were the fa- 


chers, and the promiſes, and the oracles 
of God: They murmured againſt the 
good man of the houſe, ſaying, Theſe laſt 
= have wrought but one hour, and thou haſt 
made them equal unto us, that have borne 


; | the burden and heat of the day.” But 


: | they are ſeverely rebuked by our blefſed 


WF Saviour for their envy. 1 will give, 


WF ſays he, to this laſt even as unto thee? 
i. e. I will grant the bleſſing of the goſpel 
do the Gentiles as well as you. Is it not 
- . for n me to do what I will with mine 
—_ - own ? 
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grace are all: pure ne — 


the different meaſures of glory in another 
world, are moſt clear from St. Paul's deſcrip 
tion of the reſurrection. There is one 
glory of the ſun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the ſtars; for 


one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory 


ſo- alſo is the reſurrection of the dead.. 
The bodies of all the ſaints ſtiall- ſhine. 


with a heavenly ſplendor, but the luſtre) 


of-thoſe ſhall be greateſt who have done-antÞ 
ſuffered moſt for the ſake of their Lords 
We ſhall not be rewarded for the ſake of 


our works, but we ſhall be fewarded ac) 
cording to them They-who give only the- 
refuſe- of their days to the ſetvice of God 
cannot expedt · to be recompenſed like thoſe 
who have loved and obeyed him the-greats' 


eſt· part of their lives. But though there 


be. different portions of felicity in heaven 
there will be no room for repining; becauſe 


tlie · capaeities of all will be filled, and becauſe? 
the joy and happineſs of all the ſaints is the 


joyr and happineſs of every one. Who then 
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Fading — of this — ronld loſe one 
ſpark of everlaſting glory? Who forall the 
pleaſures here would forego one degree of 

| bliſs hereafter? Who for all the treaſures be- 
tow would let flip one gem out of his hea- 
| venly crown? Every minute we delay our 
repentance, contracts a — that runs 
"I millions: of ages. 


Let us then not labour ſo R = 
meat that periſheth as for that which endu- 
| reth to eternal life. Let us not look at 
| the things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen; for the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things, 
| which are not ſeen are eternal. Let 
us work the works of him that ſent. us; 
while it is day, for the night cometh. 
when no man can, work, Let. us make. 
haſte, and not delay the time to keep God's 
commandments : for behold, now is the 


appointed time ; oy now is the day as 
falvation !”” 
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Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil EY is FP: 
executed ſpeedily ; therefore the heart of the 
EY LO in them to do cuil. 


HERE is nothing that in all ages, 
has given greater offerice, has hurt 
the intereſts of religion, and promoted the 
ſpreading of vice more, than the ſeeming- 
Jy unequal diſtribution of temporal happi- 

neſs and miſery, without a proportio 
regard to the metits and demerits of men. 
For the wicked ſeeing one event to the 
righteous and to themſelves, that ſuch as 
ſwore raſhly or falfely, and ſuch as feared 
and reverenced an oath, were not diſtin- 
guiſhed by any outward marks of the di- 
= 0 | vine 
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mee the Dau Te. | 33 
vine favour or diſpleaſure; - inſtead of con- 
| cluding from it the immortality of the hu- 
= man ſoul, and the goodneſs of God, as | 
they ought to have done, by the moſt un- 
grateful perverſeneſs, have argued from 
che mercy and long-ſuffering of the Deity 
WT againſt his being and providence, and in- 
W ferred that either there was no God, or 
| | that he did not delight i in virtue, or ſu- 
perintend the affairs of this lower world. 
And inſtead of being led to repentance, 
WT which was the uſe God intended they 
mould make of his forbearance, they have 
hardened themſelves incurably in their 
crimes, and increaſed their final condeitina= 
tion. Others, that do not g ſo far as to 
queſtion the exiſtence or providential care 
of a ſupreme cauſe, are yet engaged ma 
fallacy no leſs deſtructive; for enjoying 
W preſent impunity, and feeling no immediate 
ill conſequence of their fins, they flatter 
memſelves that they ſhall long be ſpared, 
and are ruined by a vain proſpect of a dif- 
tant amendment. Now this, far from be- 
ing chargeable on our heavenly Fathier, 
as if he did not take the moſt effectual me- 
„„ thode 


BY Win on ay” 
hots to ſupport virtue, and to — 
nage vice, is owing to the inexcuſal 
gepravity and corruption of men, who a- 
buſe his diſpenſations, will not be won by 
his patience to obey him, nor be reform 

AR ons WI itſelf. 


The Jeviſn ſtate was a theoeracy 3 * 
eas a Jong time theif king in a peculiar 
manner; and the premiſes and threatoings 
_ annexed to the law of Moſes were ſuch, 3 
related to the bleſſings and evils of this 
| life: accordingly we find that their hiſtory 
s a continued account of their riſe. or fall 
as they ſubmitted. themſelves to the will af 
God, or withdrew their allegiance from 
him. If they revolted to. idolatry, or gave 
_ themſelves up to any other wickednely 
they. were ſmitten by their enemies, and 
viſiſec with plagues ; but when, they 
performed: a faithful abedience, they, wer 
mnde to flouriſh greatly. And the ſame 
has been obſerved, though not in ſo, emi⸗ 
nent a degree, of all other nations, that 
_ while they have acted up to; the obligge 
tings, of religion and moral 
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but when once they abandoned themſelves 


to prophaneneſs, or luxury, or effeminacy, 
or oppreffion, their glory has withered, 

and 8 e hunibled eren to 2 5 
duſt. 1 „ Er - 


1 8 5 


oe = might thus be vindicated, yet 
was not the ſame ; good of bad fort 5 
(as they are called) being more promiſes 
ouſly diſpenſed, and ſcattered; as flight ob. 
ſervers might think, with a careleſs hand. 


So that even good men were ſometimes 
ſtaggered at the ſtate, and health, and 
plenty of their impious neighbours, While 
[themſelves ſhifted hardly, and were exers 


cifed in ſufferings, _ * Lo theſe are the 
ungodly (faith the author of Pſalm Ixxiii.} 


© theſe proſper in the world, and theſe have 
riches in poſſeſſion : and 1 ſaid, then have ; 
I cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed 
my hands in innoceney.” He was ſhock- | 


ed at it, and endeavoured; to under 


it, bat! it Was too hard for him, Until 


D 2 oY he 
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he went into the ſanctuary of God, Fu. 0 
rated himſelf i in meditation and prayer, 
and was illuminated J with heavenly grace: 
ce then underſtood I the end of theſe men,” 


9 to a fearful end in this life, or how- 
ever always puniſheſt them in another, 


will guide him with his counſel here, and 


concerning the duration of the ſoul, ard 
the allotments af the inviſible world; and 


0 yet had but a dim proſpect of futu- 


done in che d whether they be good 


IS 
A 15 
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namely, how thou doſt ſet them in flip- 
pery places, and caſteſt them down, and de- 
ſtroyeſt them; how thou bringeſt them 


But the aſſured comfort and ſhield of the 
righteous man is, that & though his fleſh 
and his heart fail, yet God is the 9 
of his heart and his portion for ever; who 


after that receive him into glory,” No 


i 


The Gentiles had very confuſed ns 


the Jews, though better inſtructed than 


but now that futurity is fully reyeal- 
ed to us by the goſpel, and we are in- 
formed that a general judgment is appoint- 
ed, wherein all men ſhall receive the things 
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occaſion either to doubt of the juſtice and 
| perity of the wicked, which-is quickly at 


| prevailing remedy, and operates moſt ſtrong- 


| of gratitude, The tempers of men indeed 


in his infinite wiſdom he manages every 
| thing for the beſt, He will not force 


bad men here according to their deſert ; 
but in the' mean time he ſufficiently ani- 
mates his ſervants, as well as checks thoſe 
| that run n headlong i in vice and folly. Still, - 
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| or Tr evil, one would think that we have little 


| careful inſpection of God; or for a little 
| preſent ſuffering of the righteous, and proſ- 


| an end, to be tempted to continue in fin. 
| So, however it is, fear is generally the moſt 


ly in men's ungenerous minds, and they are 
ſooner brought to repentance by the diſei- 
| pline of affliction, than drawn by the cords 
| of love, and influenced, by the ſacred ties 


men to be virtuoys, nor will he make | 
this world ſuch a ſcene of horror, as it 
| would be, if vengeance were repaid to all 


| are various, and God no doubt applies to | 
all in the moſt proper manner for their cor- 
rection, ſo far as the freedom of their will 
and the agency of their choice admits, and 
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or the maxim of the wiſe man ha 6 1 
much verified, that becauſe ſentence > 
gainſt an evil work is not executed 
ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the 85 
5 of men i is fully ſet i in them to do evil 2” b 
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By an * evil work i in this Slack is ; not 
meant all fins, as well thoſe of infirmity 
and ſurpriſe as others, but only ſuch great 

and Hagrant offences, ſuch notorious 
crimes as the world is alarmed at, andvis 
ready to mark out for puniſhment. And 
by the ſentence ” here mentioned is nat 
meant that ſentence which God paſſes as 
2 judge, {for that is always executed) but 


the ſanctions of terror which he hath de. 
lvered for the maintenance of his laws. + 


Now had the Almighty declared chat 
he would conſtantly and without delay 

exert his wrath againſt unrepented fin in 

this world, then indeed he might juſtly 
be accounted dilatory; ; fince *tis plain he 

does not do that : but as he has only de- 

clared in general that he will certainly 

recompenſe indignation to impenitent of- 

I fenders, 
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| Fer 55 nd leis reſarved "the bine mul i 
bn of it to his own wiſe appointment, none 
Can accuſe him of a breach of promiſt, 

nor oF, Ye he is ; unmitidful of kis coves 


| reſolved into his goodneſs-only : it ſhow 
that it is not his deſire “ that any ſhould 
oy but that il howld coins id, ſhe. 
| ance.” It is evermore in his almighty po. 
er © e ae Aa but he Hels nis 
W 2venging hand, that he may have oppbrtu- 
nity to return to a better mind. His good. 
W os is the ſpring from which flow betb 
WW the bleflings and comforts he difpthſcs ds 
Ws the righteous, and his clemency .and for- 
| bearance towards the wicked; for he fs 
| kind even to che unthulkfhl and che Spit, ' 
in order to refortn them; atid he fetideth | 'F 
rain upon the juſt and the unjuſt, Judg- 
ment is called his ftrange work, and tte 
prophet Hoſea repreſents him, with all the 
| bowels of compaſſion, declining to de- 
9 his ungrateful people: NM heart is 
7 Sp - oy turned 
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; me, wy 8 are iN N. 
; I will not execute the fierce, 
neſs oy ws; I will not return to des 
- Argy Ephraim, for I am God and not | 
man,” not ſpirited on by revenge to ſhew | 
my reſentment preſently, like weak and 
trail man, but patient to wait for the con- 
== verſion of all who yy not e e, 


Fan the 88 of b ere 7 
| clude all the influences of the Holy Spirit, 

though their hearts be fully ſet in them to 

dô evil; yet in others God receives ample : 
Fruits of his long-ſuffering, and his mer- 
With | ey is magnified in that they fear and reve- 
14 0 - rence him the more. For it has often 
N happened, that great ſinners being indul- 
ged with time to conſider, have become 
ſincerely good and pious ; that thoſe who 
had been remarkably diſobedient, being 
once reclaimed ws the error of their 
way, have been no leſs remarkably pe- 
nitent and holy. This therefore f uffici- 
ently juſtifies God's governing the world 
* en and his flowneſs to pu- 
9 niſh. 
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niſh. As ders is chat ples man 4 


dares preſume to ſay, that his Maker is 
over merciful ? Which of us is there that 


does not owe his virtue to the progreſs of 


time? Whoſe heart was ever clear of 


| weeds, till they were plucked out of it 
with much culture and long care? Or ra- 
ther, how can God in any ſhape be term- 


ed ſlack to adminiſter an impartial juſtice, 
when this life, that is the utmoſt bound-. 
ary of his forbearance to the wicked, is it- 
ſelf very ſhort and fleeting ? Quickly will 


the lives of all that are now in being, be 


as ſo many arrows ſhot through the air, 
whoſe place can no where be diſcerned. 
Quickly ſhall we be ſummoned before our 
Judge, naked and defenceleſs, to give an 
account of ourſelves, and to receive the 
reward of our works. For though the ge- 
neral judgment may be at a great diſtance, 
yet every ſoul is conſigned either to a ſtate 
of happineſs.or miſery, by the equitable + 
deciſion of God, immediately after it leaves 
the body. So that, as Solomon has it in 
the verſe after the text, though a ſinner 
do evil a hundred times, and his days be 
Sd pro- 
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evil, 


the effects of 
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to its voice, nor accept 
tention indeed of God 


6 5 
in 


certainly be exer: 
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is life, ſeems to be, that 
perceive 


pa 


in puniſhing ſome widked men, while he 


: i * 
* 1 6 F 
** * 1 1 p \ Lal 
N |: 8 AAR 
r $ 4 1 ; 0 
8 * b 3 * +6 * . 2 
55 4 f 9 Hogs "© „ 5 5 
FI þ 3 Y A C7 & x r ” 
1 vi > * N 0 
, 1 E er" vg , 
5 . * K&S 9 4 * 
4 f 4 L 0 „ * \ 4 
: | ; 1 5 
- 5 1 IIS. | . 0 1 
: 5 f 4 F 
* - * - A ” a 
. . v2 A t 
R PH bd * 8 4 1 
. 8 
x * 8 F ; 2 * 
4 | * * 
en 8 1 5 - 4 k 
v 5. OY L add > . 2 
l : 8 | 
of * 9 * : | 
y * . wm 4 8 
7 I * * 
bh 1 ; ' - 
5 7 * 1 1 
* 3 : 
0 8 3 : 
- 1 . Sy 


hem, But ſince by the conſtitution of 


» 


men were ſcourged with his heavy wrath 
on this fide the grave, we ſhould then have 
a colourable pretence to diſpute the dif- 


tinction between virtue and vice, and the 


either by all that was before us. Some 
that have great vices have alſo great 


virtues, and therefore their ſentence may 
be reſpited becauſe there is ſomething good 


it may teach us the credibility of that final 
at the conſummation of things. If no bad 


audit and grand aſſize which will be held 


ciſed on thoſe, who will not glorify 


mercy by hearke 
difference between moral good and 


ſince we could not 


and inviolable juſtice will 
the gracious overtures of his ſalyat 
| 


ſpares others in t 


in t 


nature and the care of providence, moſt 
profligate perſons are overtaken with dread- 
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| the dread of impending miſery to obey its 
laws ; one would be tempted to think that 


ful r in this: eld, tHls evident 
that God is of purer eyes than to behold 


iniquity with ſatisfaction, and that he will 


ee out tribulation and anguiſh _ 
every foul of man chat doth evil. 


a he ather (APY 1 if bod mas + 
bent exception groaned under torments, 
and periſhed miſerably here, beſides that 
virtue would loſe all its liberty and its 
praiſe, ſince men would be compelled by / 


God had emptied the vials of his wra 


and ſuffered his whole diſpleaſure to ariſe - - 


in the preſent ſcene, and that there was no 
er nor any ſtate i in Wye at 


all. 


— 


Renee the — Judgments of 
God are not ſo ſlowly put in execution, as 


ſome imagine. We ſee indeed men's out- 


ward appearance, but we ſee not often 
the real ſtate of their minds. Great trou- 


bles run deep and ſecret, and are more 
afflictive for being confined to the breaſt. 


The 
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| 
Th 


them. And I think all men muſt own, that 
as they have their bleſſings either corpo- 


2 have had alſo conſiderable uneaſineſſes either 
in their fortune, or health, or in the ine 
terior ſtate of their minds, to humble 


their * 


evil work be not ſpeedily executed,“ let 
not our hearts be fully ſet in us to do 
evil, but let us conclude that vengeance 


that there is no providence to take care 


28 is ſorrows of the l r 
of the body, becauſe men can ſeldom f 


ly relieve themſelves by communicating 


real or ſpiritual to be thankful for, ſo they 


them before God, and to call them to of 
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will come the heavier at laſt. Let us 
not imagine, if juſtice ſlumbereth a while, 


of things below, but let us remember 
that the exact adjuſtment is reſerved for 
another day. Let us not deſpiſe the riches 
of God's forbearance and long- ſuffering, 
but let his goodneſs have its deſigned effect 
upon us, let it lead us to EY 1 
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SERMON. 1 
The final and inthecköt Miſerles of ug 
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Wickedneſs. „ „ 


The ich are ; bile the wakes 8 * it "+" 

cannot reſt, whoſe waters caft up re 
and dirt. There is na "oy fend ” ; 
God, to the wicked. 


3 | | Sy 
T HE nc refileſs a raging: + bing, Se 
in nature is a troubled ſea, and it 
is juſtly reckoned one of the great pre- 
rogatives of the divine power, that it can 
ſay to the proud waves thereof, 72 Be ſtill, 
and keep them from breaking in upon che . 
earth. Nor is it only the moſt unquiet, 
but the moſt aſtoniſhing ſcene imaginable | 
to the unhappy paſſenger, when it is toſſed. 
and agitated by winds and ftorms. Now. 
this is a proper emblem of the mind of a 
wicked man, which is often full of diſ- 
5 | quiet 


= cat w th uft 
8 of Een with ad. r Violence than the | 
ipurects nnd chatha; and cafts up nds 
and dirt, ſo all that the ſoul of ſuch a one 
Tings forth is tumult and diſorder, vexa- 
© tion and miſery ;/ and the bitterneſs of ity 
| own refletions is only ig EI to 1 
nal death. vey | | 


| But ſome ond will fas l is not this 
<4 | "ELK and reiterated affertion of ſcxintutsg 
2 that there is no peace to the wicked," 
- contrary to experience? Has it not been the 
. eomplaint of all ages, an encouragement W 
k > the bad, and a ſtumbling-block and 
| ſurpriſe to the beſt of men, that the wick«s BM 
e have enjoyed uninterrupted peace and 
| profſperity that they have rioted in all e 
pleaſures of life, and at laſt died in their 
beds? Are not fuch bad men as flouriſh WW 
in high ſtations the envy of their inferiors ? 
And, if they envy them, do they not a 
leaſt allow their condition to be mote hap- 
py than their own? As to this ſeemingly 
unequal diſpenſation of W with 
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that ſome are more . 
themſelves, than others who are 7 
their ſuperiors in point of Me 
| Nay, is it not eaſy to obſerve, that the ac- - 
ceſſion of fortune has deprived ſome 'of 
that tranquility of mind which they before 
enjoyed, and that their ambitious delires *_ 
| have increaſed upon them, and gn "ps 
much faſter than their acquiſitions ? It is 
not affluence, or the pomp of retinue, that 
| can quiet the uneaſineſs of the heart, or 
| diſcompoſure of the ſpirit. Elſe what was 
it that made Haman burn with pride and © 
indignation, becauſe one inſignificant per- 
ſon, poor Mordecai, would not bow the - 
knee to him, when at the ſame time he 
had the advantage of all the wealth and 
honour of the Perſian court?” A good man 
is reſigned to providence, and will be cafy 
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a convidtion of this truth it is; that thoſe 


= to .puniſh the vicious by a ſeeming gratiſi- 


are of an intellectual and moral kind, via 


that deſtroy the ſerenity and peace of the | 
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__ | The Mic of Wilts. 
and happy in the loweſt: emacs le = 
damned cannot poſſibly de ſo in any 


2p: . 


"The Hitter js ö Frm | 


who have been moſt acquainted with the 
affairs and the hearts of men; and ſearchel 
_ deepeſt into the nature -of - things, - have 
been moſt ready to acquit providence of 
injuſtice, and to admire the wiſdom of the 
divine adminiſtration, which takes occaſion | 


cation of their deſires. A ſeeming gratifi- : 
cation I ſay; for the higheſt honours, the 
- greateſt riches and pleaſures, can never re- 
ally ſatisfy the deſires, conquer the feats; or i 
ar the n, of an Os win = 


As the higheſt bleaſurts? Fad choſe 45 
aiſtinguiſh us from the inferior creation, 


the ſatisfactions of knowledge, of thinking 
juſtly, of acting reaſonably, and doing 
good; ſo the greateſt pains are thoſe iſ 


foul.. A man who labours under an acute 
* difs 


diſtemper, feels no "relief from the 1 


The Mi jor if — 


gance of his bed or grandeur of his apart- 
ment; no more can a man be happy, 
though he has all the entertainments in 
the world at command, while the ſting of 
conſcience remains in his breaſt. The only 


true foundation therefore of felicity, is that 


which either ſuppoſes a ſound mind or 
makes it ſo; 1 mean religion. Te 18 


To come to particulars: 
A wicked man can "IF no peace 4 


with God, with his * or with 


himſelf. 6 we 7 


Virſt, he can how no peace with. God. 
In the order of things this is the firſt con- 
ſideration, becauſe all the reſt depends 
upon it. No man that thinks at all, can 
be at eaſe in any degree, while he has 
cauſe to believe that the ſupreme Being 
is angry or diſpleaſed with him. For the 
idea we have of the ſupreme Being is, 
that he is endowed with infinite juſtice, ho- 
lineſs and power; and how od it 3 5 

Vol. E 5 


50. n. Miſter of uh: 25 
for that man to have any peace in 1. 
mind, who conſiders that theſe perfec-. 
tions are armed for his. deſtruction; who + 
hath. ſo much reaſon to conclude. him his 
greateſt enemy, on whom he continually 
depends for his being, and at whoſe mer- 
cy he is every moment: who can viſit 
him with terrors and diſeaſes, with cala-, 
mities and judgments in this life, and 
puniſh him with all the miſeries and cur- 
ſes of the next? No it is not any ſuper- 
ſtitious performances, any outward auſte- 
rity, or formal devotion, that can recom- 
mend us to the favour and approbation of 
God. We muſt lay aſide our love of ſin, 
before we can have any hopes of it. For 
< the wicked, and him th loveth vio- 
lence, his foul hateth.“ . muſt re- 
nounce all intereſts contrary to his, love - 
what he loves, and hate what he hates, 
before we can comfort ourſelves with the 
hopes of having made our peace with God. 
And therefore wilful and preſumptuous 
ſinners, have no manner of title to it, 
while they continue ſuch. What delight 
then can they take i in the commiſſion of 
in, 


The Mikria f wr at . 
i 0 when: the immediate 


it are the racks of an une — 


the apprehenſions of everlaſting vengeance, 
and the terrors of divine wrath ? I do 


not now aſk, what opinion thie ſinner will 
be of, when the greatneſs of his miſery 
ſhall. convinee him, that it is an almighty 
hand that lays it upon him: but that which 


I demand is; —— 


penitent ſinner can have who knows n 
ho ſoon he may c difpatched to — 
place of totment ? an he bind the hands 
of the Almighty, that he- ſhall not ſnateli 


him away till he does repent? Can lie re- 


verſe the dectees of heaven, or. ſuſpend 
the execution of them? Can he abrogate 
the force of his laws; and make his own 


terms with God ? 
— It is 556 probable that a 3 


man will have any peace with his neigh- 


bour, or enjoyment of the ſocial bleſſings. 
If he be rich and great, flatterers indeed 
he may have many, but real friends in 


the day of trial and calamity he will have 


none. _ fen cannot ſubſiſt but : 


E2 2 upon 
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upon the baſis of virtue. From a 
come wars and ſghtings among you? 
(faith St. James) come they not hence, even 
of your luſts,” Emulation, wrath, ſtrife, 


ſpring from a vicious temper, and are their 
own puniſhments. The litigious man en- 
gages himſelf in endleſs diſputes, and is - 


often entangled in his own net. The co- 
vetous man, the extortioner, and whoever 


is diſhoneſt or unjuſt or oppreflive in any 


kind, is both hated by his neighbour, and 5 
oftentimes ſeverely chaſtiſed, for his villainy. 


And if we conſider nations as acting 


treacherouſly in their public capacity ; the 
breach of treaties, or invaſion of another's 


right, produces the ſcourge of war, which 
revenges itſelf in blood. 


Thirdly, A wicked man can "OM no s : 
peace with himſelf ; both on account of 
the violence and miſrule of his paſſions, and 
of the uneaſy reflections of his mind. Now 


this is the worſt caſe of all, when a man 


carries a ſevere cenſor in his own boſom 
that will not fail to condemn him, a do- 


meſtic enemy from whom he cannot fly. 
| Other 
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Other troubles and inconveniencies i in 11 


world he may perhaps ayoid by the ad- 


vantage of his ſituation, but he can never 
eſeape the uneaſy workings" of his own 
breaſt. He that is poſſeſſed of innocenes 
and tranquility of mind, may ſtruggle 
through Many outward diffculties and 
diſtreſſes with courage and unconcern, be- 


cauſe he has a ſupport within: but wien 


external miferies fall upon a heart that is 
overwhelmed with guilt, and with the 
painful apprehenſions that accom pany it, 
they are aggravated and imbittered to the 
laſt degree. © The ſpirit of a man may 


(4 


bear his pans nr but 2 ener ſpiric 8 


who can bear?“ a thy 


The pence of ſuch a one is, as J ſaid, de- 
ſtroyed, iſt. By the violence and miſrule of 
his paſſions. What peace can poſſibly ſub- 
ſiſt in ſuch a ſtate of uſurpation (ſays one) 


where reaſon is dethroned, and the paſſions 


ſet up for arbitrary power? Nay, what 


confuſion and diſorder muſt not follow, 


where the moſt excellent powers of the 


ſoul, eonſideration and will, are trampled 
E. 5 under 
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* The A ries of Wi Wide 
under foot by their own ſlayes the FL; » 
for none ever govern. ſo ill as thoſe that 
| ought to obey ? How ſerene and clear nd. 
quiet is the mind of a man, where the up- 
per faculties bear their proper ſway! ? Ho 
compoſed and conſiſtent is he in his tem- 
r, how-regular and moderate in his de- 
ſires and fears ? And, on the other hand, 
who. can paint or deſcribe the courals 
ſions of anger, or the faintings and ſhiver. 
ings of fear, that prevail in the breaſt of 
a wicked man? His paſſions inflame him, 
and the means he uſes to quench them en- 
rage them more; his ambition Increaſes 
along with his honours, and his avarice 
with his wealth: and what hopes can 
there be of a cure, where the diſeaſe 
thrives under the remedy ? Covetouſneſs 
drags him one way, and pride and luxury 
another, and his fears combat with his love 
of revenge: and where paſſions ſo many, 
ſo great, ſo different, all gather ſirength/by 
being gratified, what diſturbance and con- 
fuſion follows? But ſuppoſe other paſſions 
ſhould agree in promoting the deſtruction 
of the human ſoul „ yet what” une can 


- 
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The Miſeies of Witkedneſs. 8 

= wicked man have againſt the power'of 
iis en of eee ark Af 
diſco 


over-rule all theſe, yet the fears of that 
—— ſufficient to rob him of all 
peace of mind, and - impoſſible to be over- 
come by him. Nay, the greateſt grounds 
of comfort to other men are the ſtrongeſt 


foundations of his fears, the belief of a 


God, a providence, and future ſtate : and 
what can give that man peace, 'who is 
diſturbed with the very n * 
n 4 


od He 1 als under the laſhes 
of conſcience, and the uneaſy reflections 
of his own mind, which he can neither 
hinder nor endure. *© No doubt if it were 
| poſſible for him to deprive himſelf of the 
greateſt excel of his being, it would 


be the firſt work he would do to break 


the glaſs which ſhews him his deformity. 
For as our Saviour ſaid, © every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, leſt his deeds 
ſhould be reproved;“ not only the light 

2 0 with- 


ery, and fears of puniſhment in this 
world. And if he could by any means 
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without, which diſcovers them, but ws wy 
light of conſcience Wes, which not _ _ 
ſhines but burns too. Hence p 


that great uneaſineſs which a ſinner r fe 
within, as often as he conſiders what he hath 


done amiſs, which we call the remorſe of 


conſcience, and is the natural conſequence 


of the violence which a man offers to his 


reaſon in his evil actions. The back - 


1 Nider in heart, ſaith Solomon, ſhall be fil- 
led with his own ways, but a good man 


ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf.“ The 


doing juſt and worthy and generous things, 


without any ſiniſter ends and deſigns, leaves 3 


à moſt agreeable pleaſure upon the mind, 


| like that of conſtant health, which is bet- 


ter felt than expreſſed. But take one who 


effects of a ſtrong ſpleen or a weak brain: 


endeavours to blind, or corrupt, or maſter 55 
his conſcience, to make it ſerve ſome mean 


end or deſign; what perplexing thoughts, 


what ſuſpicions and jealouſies diſturb his 
imagination and rack his mind? I know. 


that wicked men, in the height of their 


jollity, pretend to be above theſe things, 
and are ready to laugh at them as the 


but 


med their bodies, or the vengeance of God 


n. Mi ferien of 15 leu. | 
but 1 appeal- to their moſt ſober. 9 : 
ven the ſteams of wine are evaporated, 
and the intoxication of evil company ” 
remoyed, when in the deep and filent night 
they revolve in their minds the actions 
the foregoing day; what ſatisfaction they 
then take in all the ſinful pleaſures which 
they have purſued ſo eagerly ? But eſpeci- 
ally, when either their luſts haye conſu- 


| hath overtaken them; when death begins 
to ſeize upon their vitals, and themſelves 
not wholly ſtupified through the power of 
their fins or their diſeaſe, then, if it were 
poſſible, let any one repreſent the fears, 
the horror and aſtoniſhment which wicked 
men labour under in the remembrance of 
their evil actions. Their minds are like 
a troubled ſea, always working and uneaſy; 
but at the time of diſſolution, they are all 
over ſtorm and ' tempeſt. If conſcience 
| ſhould be lulled aſleep by any opiate of 
outward proſperity in this life, and not 
thoroughly awaked here, yet it. will do it 
moſt certainly. in another: when the im- 
penitent ſin xx fl ſhall ſtand trembling before 
his 
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LE. : PA iv. 4. 
\ | Commune with your own heart. 


Serious een of our own 
hearts, and a watching over their in- 
clinations i in order to correct them, is here 
recommended to us by a well - experienced 
_— as a molt excellent preſervative from 
Commune with your own heart, and 
— will be a means to make you fand i in 
awe of the divine commandme 


m Expedicicy and Neciy, S. 35 
the doing this; a devout retirement from | 
the world will greatly conduce 3 we muſk 


amuſements of life, and in our chamber, 


in private, obſerve. the motions of our 
hearts, examine the drift of our paſſions, 
and ſearch out our ſpirit. Without thus 


ous things, we ſhall be utterly unacquaint- T . 


ed with the ſtate of our ſouls, and pro- 


go; liable to the fears and ſuſpicions of a 
final miſcarriage, and deſtitute of the com- 
fortable well · grounded hope of a bleſſed 
reward. Without attending to religion 


quiet, we ſhall not attend it to any-purs 


poſe. For in public we ſeldom have op- 


portunity or inclination to meditate upon 


ſurvey of our own faults and infirmities, 
and to humble ourſelves before God as we 


ought. Such perſons as will not bear to 


think of the obligations of piety, or to 
look into their own conduct in private, may 


have a genes and confuſed notioh that . 
they : 
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His indes: aud) the book of conſcience ſhall 
be opened in his heart, wherein, like Eze- 
kiel's roll, he finds t written within and 
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Poaim iv. 4- 
bby | Commune with your own heart. 


Sevious conſideration of our own 
hearts, and a watching over their in- 


clinations in order to correct them, is here 


recommended to us by a well - experienced 


* as a moſt excellent preſervative from 


Commune with your own heart, and 


awe of the divine commandments. And to 


— 
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wo will be a means to make you ſtand in 8 
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MEH a Aevont retirement {roi 
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uſement: of ** 0 in our ee 
in \ binge obſerve. the motions of our 
hearts, examine the drift of our paſſions, 
ous things, we ſhall be utterly unacquaint- 
go; liable to the fears and ſuſpicions of a 
final miſcarriage, and deſtitute of the com- 
fortable well · grounded hope of a bleſſed 
reward. Without attending to religion 
when we are alone, when all is ſtill and 
quiet, we ſhall not attend it to any pur? 
poſe. For in public we ſeldom have op- 
portunity or inelination to meditate upon 
the divine perfections, to take a diſtin 
ſurvey of our own faults and infirmities, 
and to humble ourſelves before God as we 
ought. Such perſons as will not bear to 
think of the obligations of piety, or to 
look into their own condutt in private, may 
have a general and confuſed notioh that. 


60 — and — . 
they are ſinners, but they know not is : 
degree and aggravation of their fins,” nor 
conſequently what degree of humiliation, N 
what meaſure of ſorrow, or method of re- 
pentance, is required from them. Indeed, 

it is from an unwillingneſs to make ſatis- 
faction to offended juſtice, that they for- 
bear to inform themſelves how great their 
debts, and how numerous their miſcariages | 
are. For this reaſon they endeavour to forget 

| themſelves in the multiplicity. of buſineſs | 
and of temporal affairs, and fly from the 
voice of conſcience to company, to diver- 
ſion, to mirth and play. Tis this produces 
again in its turn a neglect of the concerns 
of eternity, and confines their affections 
to the earth. Such a buſy, but withal 
impertinent way of living, makes all ab- 
ſtraction of thought and the returns of de- 
votion painful and uneaſy; it diſſolves and 
enervates the mind, and diſqualifies it for 
ſubmitting to any wholeſome auſterities 
which our duty may demand; and it 
makes men walk more boldly in the ways 
of deſtruction, becauſe it hinders them 
from perceiving their real danger. In the 


SES 


mean 


— 61 
3 they male ice RY | 
to places of Public worldly; and with that 
they are contented, But alas! that alone 
is not ſufficient : Foe they may frequent 
religious aſſemblies out of complaiſance to 
others, or merely to preſerve the name of 
chriſtians : if they were actuated by a genu- 
ine ſpirit of piety, it would influence them 
every where alike, and they would ſet apart 
ſome proper 'times of private meditation, 
as well as attend upon more REN occa- 
ſions, e : LES 


n the 8 of eee in 
ſecret is the only teſt of our ſincerity, a ſure 
evidence of the integrity of our hearts, a 
proof that we do not deceive. ourſelves, 
nor mock God with a formal ceremonious 


ſervice. . * 


Give me leave therefore to exhort you 
to a conſtant and diligent inſpection of your 
hearts, by inſtancing in the great advan= 
tages of this practice towards the ed 
of virtue and innocence. 
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Fi the- ela Min aa | 
which diſtinguiſhes him from the inferior 
part of the creation, that he is able to re- 
flect upon the imvard movements of his ſoul, 
to diſcover its ificlinationsz to obſerve its 


The e creatures below man are capable 
of — of remembring, not to ſay 
reaſoning; but they have net the leaſt 


| ſhadow (fo far as we can perceive) of the 
reſlective power; they mind not what paſ- 


ſes within them, they apprehend no rule of 
action, nor approve or condemn what they 
have done. And in truth they need no 


ſuch capacities, ſince they are guided by 


particular inſtinct to preſerve themſelves; 


and gratify their ſenſes, But man being _ i 
ſigned for immortality, and made account - 
able for his behaviour, is not to follow 


the ſway of external impulſes, is not to 


be carried away by imagination, or to be 
blindly led by conftitutional deſires; but 


muſt obey the law that is given him, ma- 
nage his paſſions well, direct his purpoſes | 


wiſely, and redtify his * of things: 
it 


he AG diſcerir ths fndvrivt LP 


tions of his mind, and paſs ſentence of 
| praife or blame upon them, according to 
their conformity or oppoſition to the eter- 


nal rules of morality, and the communi- 


cations of God's will which he has been 
_ pleaſed to make. This is the peculiar ex- 


| 2 ourſelves to a better ſtate. Tis _ 
auty, and conflituzey/ us rewardable * 


FFA 


For this reaſon we enght a Fu 


converſe with ourſelves, to commune 
with our owỹõn heart (as the pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it) and to diſcourſe with it in this 


manner; whither does the main ſtream of 


my thoughts turn? Are they grave, and 


ſeaſonable, and pure; or light, and fan- 
taſtic, and vain? Do I make my natural 


inclinations ſubmit to reaſon, and regulate 
them by the divine law ? Have I informed 
my judgment aright ? Do I cleave ſincerely 
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do the truth, and fix my opinions upon 5 
clear and ſolid foundation, without liſten - 35 
ing to the ſuggeſtions of Prejudice, « or the 


dictates of a ſet ?- What is it that moſt | 


_ eaſily moves me; what temptations are 


moſt powerful and attracting; what paſſion 
is moſt predominant ? Does the love of 


God prevail in me more than the love of 
the world ? Are my affections calm, and 


tractable, and placed upon proper 2 * 


Are the deſigns I have in view good an 
upright z' or do they proceed from * 


and corrupt principles? Do I propoſe to 
myſelf in all things the glory of God; or 


do I only ſeek my own glory? Do l ſub- 
mit to his will, or ſtudy my own plea- 
| ſure? "Theſe enquiries will furniſh ample” 
matter for meditation; inſomuch that we 


need never be leſs alone or more employ- | 
ed, than when we are at leiſure and in 
ſolitude. And if we were thus careful - 
to ſearch and correct our hearts, our ac- 
tions would be governable enough; for 


whatever is good or bad in our actions 
proceeds from within; it takes its moral 


£ 


| from that tures.” 
| £ Wierd 4 5 
ſure or commend the deede of the! 
rightly, and to gueſb Hhtowdly: from ſome 
outward ſymptoms at their principles and 
di 
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own ? How prepoſterous to ſpend much 


time and care in obſerving other men's 
affairs, which do not concern us, and to 
apply no affiduity, no attention, to what 
relates to our own eternal intereſt ? What 
ſhame to be continually wandering abroad, 

ic in confuſion and 
uncertainty? He that commits ſin, ſeeing 
the guilt, and knowing the puniſhment, 
has a better chance to recover himſelf out 


and to leave all at Nom 


of the ſhare, than one who: knows not 
his ways, . becauſe he will not ſearch his 


heart ; who apprehends himſelf in no dan- 


Vo. I, | = | F | | ger; 


* 


oſition, and in the mean time to be 
ſtrangers to our own breaſt; to beſtom none 
of our curioſity there, but ſtudiouſly to 
ſhift our eyes from it? How abſurd and 
fooliſh to ſpy a mote in our neighbour's 
eye, and not to petcejve a beam in our 


"40 


ger, and walks Ry on the 8 a . 
| cipice. Thus he ſpeaks peace to his ſoul 
when there is no peace, and. awakes nat, 

from his dream till he lifts up his eyes N 5 
torment. On the other hand, nothing can 
give us ſo ſolid a joy, and ſo well - grounded 

a hope, as an impartial ſcrutiny! of our 
ſouls, and the teſtimony of a prong confei- 
ence reſulting thence. With w 

tentment and pleaſure will the proſpec̃t of' 

heaven inſpire us; and how will the love 
of God increaſe in us from the expeRation 1 
of a bleſſed reward ? That there is ſuffi- 
cient ground for ſuch a comfortable hope 
to a good man cannot be denied: unleſs 

it be alſo denied that the ſcriptures are 4 

clear and intelligible rule, (which would be 

impeaching the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
their author) as well as affirmed, that we 
are unable to compare our hearts and lives 

with that rule. If our hearts condemn 

us not (ſays the apoſtle), then have we —6 

confidence towards God ;” and in another 

place, © our rejoicing is this, the way. 
of our ö that in ſimp Mey was 
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but 1 Pk ene God, we have bud our - 

_ converſation in the world.” zeſides, there 
is no duty to which we are o er exhorted 5 
than this ſtudy of our hearts: ſo St. Paul . 
tells us, if we would judge ourſelves, we ' © 
ſhould not be judged. Bo. that is, we ſhould e 


avoid ſuch miſcarriages as bring the divine 


judgments upon us: Let us 7 — | : 


prophet Jeremiah) ſearch and try 


ways, and turn unto the Lord ;” _ 1 
e ponder the path of Fes feet, and let all 

thy ways be eſtabliſh ” is the wiſe man's 
counſel. - However, a wiſe and good man, 


who. knows 2 paſt faults and his preſent 
infirmities, 
he has a title to God's favour, will. fill 


be modeſt and ſuſpicious. of himſelf ; and 


will be in no danger of ſwelling into va- 
nity and ſpiritual pride, fince he knows that 


his attainments are owing. to the divine 
grace, and that though. he ſtands at preſent ; 


he N hereafter in n e 


FY 


* 


The heart is 5 a very id Db 


ject, its windings various, and its receſſes 
T 4 5 but there is, e a clue 


= 4 1 8 to 


ough he does perceive that 


ky ecditful above al ching 8535 
«© who can "know . "The - 


* .. implies that a careleſs obſerver 
"will be unacquainted with it, and that 


the ſearch will be difficult even to the 
moſt diligent ; ; becauſe moſt men are pre- 


Judiced againſt the enquiry, Er a. to 
ſee their own faults, and to 
weakneſſes, and ſtill more unwilling to 


now their 


guard againſt them. They can proceed 


in their ſins with more eaſe and quiet, 

Vile they avoid the light and judgment of © 

- Conſcience; and guilt, while it is diſre- EE 
garded, will have no furies to'menace, no - 


ſings to give them pain. But whoever, 


without the leaſt reſerve or prevarication, 5 
reſolves to quit every evil way, and with _ 
that intention ſtudiouſly applies himſelf to 
look into the depth of his own heart, may 


certainly unravel all its ſubtilties, detect 
every impoſture, and diſcern its abſtruſeſt 
receſſes. Fickle it is and mutable, liable 


to be changed by bodily temper or appetite, 


by company or example, ſo that we can- 


not foretel what its diſpoſition and cir- 


- N 


without 
our words, and 
cently, as well as deplored our tranſareſ; 


though this, like the ſearching of a wound, 


Ince: = vill oatay diſtance of tin 
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to the diſcerning of our ng ſo itlays us 


under. a neceſſity e ee om” 

a good — — 
till we have well Fee . e- w. 
till we haye thanked che divine merey fur | 
what we have done vittuoully or inno- 


ſions and neglects of the divine law, and 
renounced them for the time to come. And 


might give us pain at firſt, yet in time it 


would heal our infirmities, and yield us 


y ſatisfaction of finding the table 

of faults-anil wid grow ſhort by degrees. 

The knowledge of ourſelves has been al- 
ju 1 accour ec an excellent part of 


the wiſeſt of men for uttering this ſentence, 


< know thyſelf: and in truth che benefit" 
. 
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Hs, but to evmfine us by ſhewing the ä 
ie! of Sarner and the ge of : IE. 


aſſume the merit of qualities which 
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this we {ſhalt miſtake Shidfelyes z we ſhalt 


poſſeſs not, and claim honours'which: g 


do not deſerve. Without deſcending into 


ourſelves we ſhall not be able rr 


by what principle we are moved; wWhe- 


ther it is the love of God, or ſelf- love and 


formance of plauſible duties. So the 
vine St. John charges the church of Lac 


cea with ſaying that ſhe was (e rich, ak . 


S 


e e 


e 8 


* 
ee 


"Next to an appreh eter of the nature bh 


vain- glory that has induced us to the per- . 


increaſed in goods, and had need of no- 


thing; not knowing that ſhe was wretched, 
eee poor 

naked: and St. Paul giving an ac- 
7 count f duch * fays, * e 


r, and blind, ane 


Wi think bünſelr to he ſomething, when. 
he is nothing, he deceiveth. N But ; 
then hall he vv i in nimtelf X 
alone; and not in another. For every man 1 


| let 


ſhall bear his own burden.” No man in- 
__ can We r e himſelf, or find any 


cole of hiv HS abt Sn ned weh he 


has a clear view of the motives that influ- 


.ence him, and of the principles upon which 
he acts. For tis the impartial ſentenee of 


a good and well - informed conſcience only, 


that will be confirmec in heaven. That 
man is Aa flatterer, not à friend to himſelf, 


who does not thoroughly acquaint himſelf a 


with his own inward” ſtate. A friend to 
himſelf Tifay ; and to de ſo is the greateſt 


benefit of human fife: for other friends | 
often our cares, and ſhare'our bur 


may 
dens ſometimes; but we have- always 0 
caſion to 'adviſe and to converſe with, 
to relieve and affiſt ourſelves; and 1 
fore we ſhould chiefly take care to be at 
peace with our own breaſt, aud to: _ 
our own real happineſs. SLOW 07 SOT 


F4 155 Ws 


and pleaſure in the 


* 


8 Mey #74 tht his. b 


= pare. us effectually for the Holy 3 
ee hall by eee 


5 wining unworthily ; according to St. 
bibel, and lo let im ent Of, AHA POR > 
and drink of that cup.” For it will teach 
us to approach it with faith, with full al. 


ſurance that God will perform his pro- 


miſes of pardon to ſuch as love and abey 


him; and with repentance, with humble 


contrition. for our ſins and failings, and 
with a firm purpoſe of amendment of life ;- 
ſo that we ſhall there receive the, comfort- 
able pledges; of forgiveneſs, be filled with 
the divine grace, and repleniſhed with. his 
bleſſing. Nay, it will fit us for death, 
and for giving account of ourſelves in 
judgment at the bar of heaven; though 
we ſhould be called to it ever ſo en 
at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or in 
the morning: and when the Judge ſhall 
begin to examine us, to call our ways to our 
remembrance, and to bring them to the 
teſt of his goſpel, this will be no ſtrange 


thing t to * ſince it is what we have done. 
OUr- 


Qion,. < Let a man cxaniine 


DoS 


1 


wickedneſs, by a ſtudied diſtruſt of re- 


Uzion, a petulant humour of raillery, and 


prophane arguing. againſt it ; yet the hint 
overflowings of ungodlineſs are owing to 
heedleſſneſs and want of conſideration. 
Moft men believe without any ſcruple the 
being and providence of God, the diſtinc- 
tions of virtue and vice, and a future 
ſtate of rewards, and puniſhments. ; but 
the misfortune is, that they look 
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HOUGH infidelity produces no little 
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tion, we impreſs upon our minds a ftrong 
ſenſe of duty, a bare belief of the doctrines 


of the goſpel, will not be ſufficient to Its. 
fluence us to live vircuoul, . 


When any temptation eee ;tſelF t * 


us, an uneaſineſs of appetite and „ 5 
which it raiſes, preſſes us to comply with 


it ; except therefore by habitual reflection, 
we have gained ſuch a fear of the divine 


wrath, and ſuch a view of future miſery, 


as occaſions a greater uneafineſs to reſiſt 
the former, we ſhall certainly be led into 


W will always prevail. Thus, if 
a man, by a habit of drinking, has ac- 
quired ſuch a preternatural thirſt as gives 


him much pain, unleſs by confidering the - | 


important allotments of another life, the 


| force and Weight of them obviate that 


trouble- 


- theſe things mate as ith f e Faith, ind q 
| 8 * not apply them to practice, do not 
attend to the obligations that ſuch a per- 
ſuaſion lays upon them, nor to the conſe- DE 
| quences of their'own actions. Unleſs by 
the dint of ſerious and frequent recollec- _ 


* $9, ge 


| fin; for the greater force of defire or a- . 


Pie 


Sethe" Mode” he © wh 


our hearts may be accounted for mecha- 


nically as well as morally* and it highly 


_ recommends the uſe of confideration to us, 


ſince without it 3 can "bs: done i 
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11 has been alledgea, he's W . a 


a free agent, becauſe he is neceſſarily. de- 
termined by that which ſeems beſt to him 


E's the time of his choice. But to this it 
is anſwered, that we are not always ge- 


verned by "hat which appears beſt to us 
upon the v 
beſt for the particular occaſion; or in other 
words, that the ſtrongeſt preſent Paſſion, 
whether it be the love of God or of the 
world,” the fear of temporal or eternal evil, 

will rule and ſway us. | But fill it is in our 


power, by a Nathan" care and :2folute 


correction of ourſelves, to make what paſ- 0 


ſion we pleaſe predominant. When ſin 


entices us, we can either ſhut out the 


thought of its pernicious effects, and 
= plutige GON the ſtream of pleaſure; or 
* 1 „ eyen, 


wage it. So the effects of religi er MW - 


ole, but by that which ſeems 
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even, if we & remember 10 know: the 
greater evil it will produce, we often em- 

brace it for the ſake of ſhunning a preſent, - 
pain; or we can reject it out of a hor- 
ror of its conſequences, and a regard to 


God and goodneſs, It becomes us there - 
fore to cleave to religion not only with our 


reaſon and underſtanding, but with our 
affections and will; to turn the main ſtream 
of , our thoughts into that channel, and 
by deep conſideration to procure an awful 
ſenſe of its engagements, if we deſire to 
practiſe it with any pleaſure or tolerable - 
ſucceſs. For though we are poſſeſſed of a 
liberty of choice, yet we are not ſo en- 
tirely free, but cuſtom will lay a biaſs 
upon us, and carry us which way it will; 
but then it is our buſineſs to accuſtom 
_ ourſelves to virtue, and to fall into ſuch 
a direction as may engage us on the ſide 
of happineſs, and conduct us to eg” 
ſalvation. © Now therefore thus faith 
the Lord of hoſts, Conſider your ways.” 

15 
From theſe wake abſtracted Soom the 


particular occaſion on wh ich they were 
7 5 deli i- 


| beben youth benefit of Temeon. 8 


 Confidleration i is ede pale our 


innocence, and ſtill more ſo to bring us to 
tance, and to reclaim us from an evil 
ben for in the latter caſe we cannot 


proceed evenly and ſmoothly on the road 
of duty, but find many difficulties in our 
way; fo that in proportion to the trouble 


and conflict, more ect and attention 


is Wn 


\\ 


And to prepare us r ü 8 n 7 


it will be obvious to us to conclude, that 
we ought to deny ourſelves the oreateſt 
preſent pleaſure, whenever it would expoſe 
us afterwards to a much greater, a more 
violent and laſting pain; that though fin 


ſhould pleaſe us ever ſo much in the 
enjoyment, yet ſince it brings us in dan- 


ger of endleſs miſery, we ſhould fly from 
it as from a mortal enemy. And though 
repentance ſhould mortify us ever ſo ſe- 
verely, yet fince it muſt be done, or elſe 
we — and ſince when it is accom- 
pliſhed, 
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pliſhed, i it will yield: us the þ 0 a 0 wk pl tits 
of righteouſneſs, and procure us an en- 
trance into the joy of our Lord, tis rea- 
ſonable to ſubmit to the greateſt preſent 
pain for the ſake of ſuch happineſs in 
proſpect. To ſuch as believe the infinite 
rewards and puniſhments of another world, 
this argument carries in it the force of 
demonſtration ; and it would powerfully 
operate upon us, it would not fail to pro- 
duce ſome reformation in us, did we dwell 
e it, and often lay it to heart. | 


Tris by conſideration that we muſt come 
to a knowledge of the ſtate of our ſouls, to 
a ſight of our faults and defects, as well 
as of our good deeds, and fo to an adjuſt- 
ment of our account with God. F or 
thus we ſhall perceive what temptations 
have moſt power over. us, and be jealous 
and watchful againſt their approaches for 
the future; what are the ſtrongeſt motives 
with us to perſeverance in duty, and revolve 
them long and often in our minds; wherein 
ve have moſt offended, and there e 


to bewail « our ſinfulneſs; and what are the 
1 | weak 


8 


Relig fone Refletion. 3 
weak 1 of our virtue, where che ſoe 


moſt eaſily finds acceſs, and to ſet a guard 
to ſtrengthen thoſe avenues. Thus may we 
correct what is amiſs, and be more careful 


to en ouelelves en for the fu- | 


8 WE EE 4 / . N. 


12 3 vrhat N at 


any time, is generally neglected and not 
done at all, prudence requires us to ſet 
apart ſome particular times for the ſettling 


our ſpiritual accounts; ſuch as the returns 
of a ſacrament, or rather every Lord's | 


day; when the reſt from bodily labour gives 


all men leiſure and opportunity in a ſolemn 
manner to look over the actions of the 
week, to balance the good and evil they 
have done, to ſee whether they have im- 


proved in virtue or loſt ground, and ſo to 


give God the glory, or to humble them- 


ſelves by contrition. By theſe means th 


will come with prepared minds to pub= 


lic worſhip, and with a reverential awe 


of that Majeſty they approach; they will 


offer to God an acceptable ſervice, and 
profit by what they hear, receiving the 


ſeed 
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ſeed into à devout 8 wr which 5 
: will cons tf an HuridredfoM..* £7: 7 55 
| | 120 $2. \h.:, e 
T here is not t een an mk | 
tive from fin; nor a better remedy for Salt, : 
than frequently to * confider our ways,” 
and to put but a ſhort ſpace between the 
examinations of our conduct; for ſo we 
ſhall be afraid to tranſgreſs, knowing 8 
the penance that it will ſoon coſt us in 
after thought: our conſcience being kept 
awake by exerciſe, and the day of reck- 
oning in our view, we ſhall dread to in- 
eur that pain which iniquity coſts a well-. 
' _ diſpoſed mind. The laſt judgment does 
not affect us ſo much as it ought, be- 
cauſe it ſeems at a diſtance; we make a 
ſhift to forget it, or to regidd it but ſlight- 
ly and curſorily, The influence we ſee 
it have upon a dying man, is indeed ir- 
reſiſtible, for he cannot help conſidering 
himſelf as one that will be quickly placed 
before God, to give an account of him- 
_ ſelf in that awful preſence, and to receive 
a ſentence of happineſs or miſery, which 
the final audit will increaſe, but not abro- 
gate 


* 


ee * berhinks. intel : 

therefore with what face he ſhall appear, 
lays hold on the metits of Chriſt by faith, | 

and repentance, and cloaths himſelf, with. 5 
Humility: he breathes nothing | but the ſpi- 
rit of prayer, ſpends, his time in acts of 
ſubmiſſion. and holy reſolution, bids adieu 
to the petty, intereſts. of this world, and 
ſcarce admits a thought but the momentous 
concerns of. futurity. Now, would e 
but be aſſiduous to make this moving ſcene, | 
this efficacious lecture of a good life, 
| equally” preſent to our minds, in the days of 
health and proſperity, it would not be "ics 
available to the amendment of our morals, _ 


Let conſcience ſupply the place of ſick 
neſs, and it will be as faithful a monitor; 
and if we hearken to its counſels now, We 
ſhall be in leſs danger o of relapſing into ati 
evil courſe, than if we made our A in 
the diſtreſs and anguiſh of our ſouls; we 
may be better dite of dur ſincerity, 45 . 
have greater / comfort in turning to God: 
for thoſe that do not reſolve to be reli 
till ſome terrible vilitation overtakes ha; 

_ Your I. 3 gene- 


Teſs 555 of Nag wt God its dae ; 
tis aMiRting hand, and — unm 
of thoſe good” p re 


bring the ings « of Fa, Mit ar fs; 
tire and unfcen, near & us, and Help us 
e behave in. the fanie manner as if we 
world ; on every emergeney it bur en 
& our minds the infpeklion of kis eye, 
who is about our path and about our bed, 
and fpieth out alt our ways. ;” and put us 
upon comporting ourſelves with fuch re- 
gulatity and decorum, as if we beheld the 
face of his glory, as if we perceived the 
fireams of his bleſkng lefing deſcend upon the 
upright, and the frowns of his wrath” rea- 
dy to deſtroy the ungrateful and dilobe- _ 
For ſince we are ſure that he ſees 
and obſerves us, why ſhould we not be 2s 
Eautious of offending him, as if the God- 
head were viſible to our naked eye. To. 
ſupply the place of his own. judgment for 
the preſent, he has ſet up in our breaſts the 


Private tribunal of conſcience ; and if we 
would 


would not. 22 defore him a4 e 
coming, nor covered with eonfuſion at his 
public and grand aſſiae, we muſt hearken 
to tho juſt verdiQ, Canpages ended 
N A now. 4 bene 


It we call away ek” and 40 
on without thought, the guilt vill grow 
old and rankle In our minds, He that 
neglects for many years to humble himfelf 
for his fins, when he would be difpofed to 
do better, is oppreſſed with their inictea(- 
ing weight-much more than one that has 
recollected his ways, and exercifed himfelf 
in godly ſorrow, as he went along. He 
cannot help himſelf, and he has made the 
great phyſician of ſouls his adverſary, by - 
an obſtinate contempt. of his affiffance. 
His mind is not compoſed enough to pro- 
cure ſuch a ſight of his ſins, as is neceſ- 
fary to a regular, repentance, ' All he can 
do .is, to grieve : as much, and be as dili- 

gent as poſſible to forſake the evil of his 
way. And if this be performed in the - 

time of health, when he may teſtify | 
ſincerity of bis heart by his future behia- 
S 


„„ e 
accepted, But thoſe that are uſed to live 
without any care for their ſouls, and to 
indulge themſelves in thoughtleſs ſecurity, 
ſeldom begin to conſider, till they ate 
awakened from their fatal ſleep by ſickneſs, 
and deſtruction flaſhes full i in their faces, 


This is the unfitteſt time for ſo great and 
difficult a work, when they are ſick and 
weak, and the vigour of their faculties i is 
gone. If ſickneſs happens to overpower 
their reaſon and ſenſes, then is the night 
indeed come, when no man can work. ws, 
if their underſtanding ſhould remain to 
them, yet their pain is perhaps ſo ſharp and 
clamorous, that they cannot look over the 
actions of their lives with any application 
of mind, nor deplore their miſcarriages 
without the greateſt interruption and con- 
fuſion. Or if they ſhould be able to lament 
their ſins, tis hardly to be hoped that God will 
allow this late return, or accept this lame 
offering, the refuſe of thoſe days, in which 
they find no pleaſure, Should they however 
be pardoned, they cannot have the comfort 


ef it, but mult depart out of life inthe great. 1 
5 


Regions Raft. 35 
; elt horror and Anxiety. To repent indeed, 
even then, is the beſt thing they can do, the 
only plank they can lay hold of in that tem- 
peſtuous ocean, and J leave it to have all 
enen that a merciful God can allow. | 


But certainly we who-have time before 
us, and ſufficient ability through the divine 
grace to do our duty, ſhould not be willing 
to run ſo deſperate a riſque, but ſtudy 
without delay to make our calling and elec- 
tion ſure ; that we may not be ſurprized 
into W nor ſummoned at unawares to 
anſwer the charge of our judge ; that our 
lamps may conſtantly burn bright, that 
ve may reaſonably expect a blefling to our 
portion, and enjoy t the i of a fteady and 
compoſed mind, | 


If men will not think on their ways at 
preſent, and turn their feet 0 teſti - 
monies of God, while they may. do it with 
aſſurance of pardon, and enjoy the ſatis - 
faction of a thorough change; let them 
remember, that the time will come when 
conſideration will be forced upon them, 
when they muſt drink the bitter draught, - 
i To | Not 


1 When ſome great — falls 

upon them, as the approach of poverty, or 
Hos gfievous ſickneſs, when their com- 
panions in vanity can no longer divert 
them, and all the arts of amuſement periſh';z 
then thought and penſtyeheſs will take plate, 
conſcience will ſet ht their miſdeeds in array 
againſt them, and preſs them with a hea- 5 

vier load than all their external pain: it 
will take reyenge of them for their former 
neglects of its warnings, and ſcourge them 
moſt ſeverely now, when they are leaſt able 
to bear its fury, They will abominate thoſe 
ſins as the cauſes of all their miſery, which 
they ance looked upon as trifles not worth 
regarding, and abhor themſelves for their 
fooliſh inadyertency, Or if we can ſup- 
poſe that any perſons ſhould be fo ſtupi- 
fied againſt all ſenſe of guilt in ſuch me- 
lancholy circumſtances, as to feel no pain 
from theſe reflections, or not to reflect at 
all]; yet when they come to die, when they 
are entered into another world, and ſee all the 
- threatnings of the goſpel verified, and the 
* of his n deſcending: upon 
them, 


chem, they will then confider whes it is top 

law, when they; perceive themſelves undone 
ineneſs and neglect. Tis faid of | 
the utton in the goſpel, that « in hel 
he lift up his eyes being in 8. ». 38 


if he bad never bethought e Sh 


And doubtleſs it will be the greateſt aggra- 
vation of all the ſorrows, of thoſe unhappy 
ſpirits, to conſider that they laboured. for 
their own ruin, that they would not liſten 
to any call of grace, but wilfully and reſ@- 


lately eſtranged theaaſelyes from God. 


Iam the more urgent with you to the 
- mance of this duty, becauſe it is an 
unpleafing taſk ; but yet not half ſo un- 
pleaſing and diſagreeable as the evil con 
ſequences of inconſideration, which I have 
ſet befare vou. Thoſe that are diſpe- 
ſed to examine their ways, in order to the 
amendment af them, for the more ſolemn 
and profitable doing of it, would do well io 
{et before them ſome ſhart ſummary of the 
neighbour, and themſelyes, that they may 

Lge. themſelves upon every article ; 
=. 9 vey 


85 The Neiſfity F tigious Reflection. 
where they have not offended, to give 
thanks to God for it; and were they have 
tranſgreſſed or neglected, to conſider with 
what ' circumſtances of ' aggravation they 
have done fo, that they may confeſs them- 


ſelves particularly to almighty God, re- 
ſolve to be more watchful for the future 


againſt thoſe failings that moſt eaſily beſet 
them, and be ſtrengthened by the divine 
. and abſolution. * 


1 us then all « remember, Anh Foe 
ourſelves men,” by bringing our tranſgreſ- 
fions again to mind. To be ſorry for 
our ſins, and to acknowledge c our iniquity, 
is the leaſt we can do; and nothing * 
| more ſuitable to a rational: creature, than | 
to foreſee the evil of fin at a diſtance,” and 
to avoid it. (Let us not deſpiſe the riches 
of the divine forbearance and long ſuffer- 
ing, but know that the goodneſs of God 
leadeth us to repentance.” For the judge of 
all the earth will juſtly declare that © he is 
clean from the blood of all men, and that 
thy deſtruction O Iſrael, is of thyſelf,” 
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5 Vanity of worldly Things, 7 ] 
ſtrong Motive for repoſing our 
Hare on Divine Providence. 


PSA M xxx, 13 7. 
Purth' every man walteth in a vain ſlew : 
' . ſurely they are diſpuieted in vain : he 
beapeth up riches, and knoweth not vu 
2 gather them. And now,” Lord, what 
"EO 1 my hope ir in nber. n 


0 make theſe ſerious words effec- 
. tual to the purpoſes, for which the 
Holy Spirit deſigned them, I ſhall, firſt, 
conſider the ſhortneſs and vanity of worldly 
happineſs, “man walketh in a vain ſhew, 
and diſquieteth himſelf ! in vain.“ 


* 


In the next place 1 ſhall hs the folly 
of an anxious heaping up of riches, in as 


much as we know not who ſhall gather 
them,” . 


And 


— And th, I ben ner what uſo wo 
— ought to mak 


pointments, be taug cht thereby to. — 
our truſt in 0 ahead fu dur n 
in him. N | 8 8 


Fut, 1. am PLOTS PLN PEAS NY 


vanity of worldly happineſs, expreſſed in 
theſe worls, &© man walketh i in . ew, 


Wes are born inc the world. wok and, 


numberleſs a and 8 our 


whole lives are eee to trou- 
ble and danger, which cannot be foreſren 


nor yet prevented. The weakneſs and im- 


perfections of childhood, the vanity and 
follies of youth, the cares and ſolicitudes 
of manhood, the uneaſineſs and infirmities 


of age, cloſely ſucceed each other, In 


each of theſe ſtates we are continually. 
obnoxious to pains and diſeaſes of body; 
and in moſt of them to the acuter torments 
of anxiety and vexations of mind. All 


which evils are increaſed by what is com- 


| monly called the accidents and misfortunes 


3 
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mn 
mortal , Man is chaſtened 
| — bad-and the W. 
wen er N 
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The 


ſhortneſs of human life, 0 %a vapour that 


appeareth for a little time, and then va 


S man who is born of a woman is of 


few days and full of trouble: he cometh 
forth as a flower, and is cut down; be 
Heeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth not. 


been; and yet he far exceeded the uſual 


meaſure of the preſent age, and enjoyed 


much larger poſſeſſions than the generality 
of mankind. This ſhortneſs and wnier 


of human life, is-ſo obvious to every man's 


experience, that it ſeems needleſs to remind 
the children of men of what they cannot 
but know. And yet ſo it happens, that 


the evident certainty of the thing, is the 
Ne men never . to it, but 


live 


ve as i hey knew i ot. Te requires ms 
oavince men that they 2 ſhortly'-die3 Y 
and yet for this cauſe, though without any 
Ke ptr age 7 of it, 

Eee eee, | 


f Err 


This angle 3 unt + Gol, gorerns 


| | the world, if we endeavour {incerely to do 


our duty, is a conſideration ſufficient to 
ſupport us under all the miſeries and va- 
nities of the world. For, tho we could 
not diſcover why he made us thus, nor 
the reaſon of our afflictions, the ways of his 
providence being inextricable, and his judg-- 
ments unſearchable ; yet any reaſonable 
and confiderate mind will think it prudent 
and fafe to truſt and rely upon infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs. That power which in 
the frame of the natural world has adjudg - 
ed all things by weight and meaſure; that 
power, which with exquiſite art made every 
thing to conſpire regularly and uniformly 
towards compleating the beautiful fabric 
of the material univerſe ; that power then 


4 ns ſhould =>. 


| to dire — 


underſtandings are able to dif- 

cern many di and uſeful deſigns, in the 
ſevereſt and ons difficult diſpenſations of 
e. We have therefore great 


reaſon r not only with patience 


and reſignation, but with joy and fatisfac- - 


tion, to his good pleaſure; firmly believ- 


ing that all things will at the great day, 


when the whole counſel of God ſhall be 


more perfectly diſcloſed, HYPE ut Be HUNT 


wile, $006: and wa} 4 * 


Not only the thoughts of a future Nate, 


but ſeveral conſiderations; with reſpect to 


this, ſhew. the vanity. of, worldly hap- 


pineſs, and the folly of an anxious heaping 
up of riches, in as much as we know not 


who ſhall gather, them: which | is the next 


point to be conſidered. 


A fa- | 


to — — 


{| 


FERN ates: n 
vich much ſolieitude been roaringz, or lay- 

_ ing the foundation: for, may die untimely; 
die before us; and then all our thoughts, 
as well as his, with reſpeſt to the comterns 
of this world, periſh. What is worſe, he 
may live to plunge in vice, the rather 
in all „ 
vourite, and conſequently made good for 


noching. — I 
do what he pleaſes unpuniſhed, will make 


him diſobedient, undutiful, ungracious, 
or careleſs, obſtinate and vicious. Where 
ehen Nep. days of care, 
and nights of watching, when we hate 
with many tender apprehenſions nurſed up 
an unnatural Ane that * e us. to 
death $ 1 


45101 


Perhaps, we may hs better r 
from a daughter, from an only child, by 
reaſon of the natural modeſty of the ſex, 
and the greater reſtraints they are uſed to 
live under. But what if ſhe be cut off in 
the flower of her age ? What if ſhe be cor- 
rupted by ſome infinuating villain, who 

N j "Om Jeaf 


5 2 — 


— —— eee, with 


— he — boots up 


to God for pardon, who has rejected the 
E b br eng men ar, 


und djod by ls dan? 


þ 81 
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only for the excuſe, but the juſtification 
of his crime. Tis not robbery or murder, 


will he ſay; that T ha committed; I have 


only gratified my appetite, which nature 


been to be gratified. Falſe and perverſe 
arguing this! as if religion had not given 
full ſcope to virtuous love; as if a wiſe 


and ſufficient proviſion were not made for 


the natural appetites of men in marriage 
Becauſe he does not ſteal, or take away a 


man's life, he thinks Ts is not"gaifey of 


N as 5 the robbing an in- 
nocent 


paired, nne too; were not a 
greater injury, = more fagrant piece af in- =, 
juſtice, than the taking away the mov x 

| ie he eee 3 


"For of what value is life W in 
diſhonout, and ſtript of it's greateſt com- | 
forts? Bring the caſe home t6 theſe de- 
bauchees, to a ſiſter or daughter of their 
own, and they ſhall reſent the uy with 
the utmoſt violence. | CUTS 


S % 


But from: the . of the t 
of laying up riches without meaſure, and T ; 
without end, and not knowing who ſhall 


gather them, I paſs. on to the principal 
thing intended, to ſhewy what uſe we ought 
to make of afflictions and diſappointments, 
viz. To be taught thereby to put out that. . 
in God only, and — our hops i in ant? 


00 here we may W that many 
of thoſe * which we uſually eſteem 
"+ ae 


ferent aps eee, — ifs 
ferent ſtates and conditions of men in the 
world. For infinite power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs, may diſplay itſelf in producing 
what variety of creatures he pleaſes; and 
in communicating his free bounties in what 
meaſure and proportion he thinks fit, with« 
no juſt ground of complaint in men, that 
they were not created angels; any more 
than it is an injury to inferior creatures, 
that they are not endued with the capacities 
of men. We have all more reaſon to be 
thankful for what we have, than to be diſ- 
pleaſed for what we have not. It is ſuſſi- 
cient, if in matters of rewards and puniſh« 
ments, God in the end deals equally with 
all his rational creatures, and diſpoſes of 
each of them, 1 the proportion 
| — I. Em of * 


M k 
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b | | 2 
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" 

l ; 


of their 95590 3 in 1 their reſpective 
_ Nations. © It was juſt, that the ſervant who: 


four talents by the improvement of, - ; 


two, ſhould. be rewarded with four Cities 
allotted to him, who had improved five 
talents to ten. But why the one ſhould 
be intruſted with five, and the, other but 
with two, no other account can be given, 
than that it is lawful for God to do what 
he pleaſes with his own. ** Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the ſame 
lump to make one veſſel to honour, and 
nother to dhonour ??* The inſpired writer: 
does not mean, that one perſon is uncon= 
ditionally appointed to final happineſs, and 
another to miſery; but ** as-in a great houſe, 
there are not only veſſels of gold and filyer, - 
but alſo. of wood and earth, and ſome ta 
Honour, and ſome to-diſhonour;” ſo hath 
not the maſter a right to employ: his ſer- 
vants in what ſtations he pleaſes, more or 
leſs ; honourable ? provided, in his final 
diſtribution, he deals equitably. with each 
of them, in their ſeveral and reſpective de. 


ey 


Alcon or ee, on is 1 A — 


proper trial and exerciſe of the virtues of 
contentment, patiende and reſignation. The 


ſame may be obſerved as to want of honour 


and power, want of children or the loſs of 


them, weakneſs of body, ſhortneſs of life, 


of life appointed by the Almighty, for the = 


and the like; nay, and even of ſpiritual . 


diſadvantages ; want of capacity and good 


underſtanding, want of knowledge and in- 


| ſtruction, and of many opportunities and 
improvements which others enjoy. None 
of which are juſt ground of complaint 


againſt God, or any reaſon why we ſhould 


not acquieſce in his divine good pleaſures 
ſince all theſe things are only different diſ- 
tributions 'of ſuch free gifts, as God not 
being obliged to. beſtow on any man, hg 
may divide to every man in what meaſure 
and . he thinks * 


But this we 1 nen was that in 


ſuch meaſure . will God exact our duty, 
Zs he enables us to perform it; and © that ta 


whom little is given, of him ſhall not much 
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and the comforts of age be prevented by 


„ „ 2 
be required. ” And this brings all the from Fo 


| rig inequality in the world, to a real equa- 
lity at laſt; ſo © that he who gathers much 
Bath nothing c ere and * Fon e va 


tle has no lack. * 
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Ag ; let a debe thit a great pi. 


of the troubles of life, and the afflictions 
we complain of, are not the immediate ap- 
pointment of God, but the mere natural 


effects and conſequences of our ſins. This 
conſideration alone ought to make us ac- 
quieſce with all humility and patience, 
under that burden, which we, and not 
God, have brought upon us. For why 
Hould 2 living man complain, a man for 


the puniſhment of his ſins? Why ſhould 
he murmur againſt God, when he eateth 


but the fruit of his own ways, and is filled 
only with the natural conſequences of his 
own devices? very unreaſonably and unjuſt- 
ly this. For, if poverty be the effects of 
extravagance, profuſeneſs, and, riotous liv- 


ing; if pain and diſeaſes of body, be the 


effects of debauchery. and intemperance; 


the 


vu Things, 1 or 


the follies of youth; if anxiety and vexa- 
tion of mind be the vanity of covetouſneſs, 
of whoſe labour there is no end, neither is 


it's eye ſatisſied with riehes; ſuch troubles 


as theſe cannot be complained of as pro- 


ceeding from the hand of God, but are 


the natural effects of men's own folly, 


« For they who plow wickedneſs ſhall 
reap iniquity, and they who ſow iniquity 
ſhall reap vanity,” And yet eyen theſe 
afflictions may by a wiſe improvement, and 


by behaving diſcreetly under them, become 
the occaſion of much religious advantage. 


Theſe are a few of the many conſidera- 


tions, which ought to oblige us in all gir- 


cumſtances of life, readily to acquieſce in 


the good pleaſure of God. There are others 
which are grounds not only of ſubmiſz 
ſion, but even of thankfulneſs to God, for 


ſending afflictions greatly to our advan- 
tage. W om Co oe an 


| One end which God propoſes herein, it 
to teach us humility, and a juſt ſenſe: of 


our own unworthineſs. Though nothing 


is more abſurd and E than for duſt 5 
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And the only proper preſervatiye againſt, | 
and effectual remedy for this evil, is, that 


ied then to t Mutery 1 
though nothing is more ridiculous and un- 
reaſonable, than for man, whoſe breath is 
in his noſtrils; to deſpiſe and behave inſo- 
Jently towards his brother, who is of the 


ſame nature and dignity, and of like paſ- 


fions with himſelf; yet in fact ſo it is. 


mixture of zielen, which by the wiſe 


appointment of providence, brings men to 
à right ſenſe of themſelves, and their de- 


pendance upon God, and is therefore call - 
ed the diſcipline and inſtruction of the 


__ * 


Another ad of f God's ſending afflictions 
and troubles upon us, is, to lead us to re- 
pentance for our paſt errors. When a man 


proſpers in all his worldly affairs, and his 
deſigns are crowned with perpetual ſucceſs; 
when all his appetites are gratified with the 

conſtant enjoyment of eaſe and pleaſure; he 


is too apt to forget God, and conſiders not 
that for all theſe things he will call him into 


Judgment. The ſilent inſtruction of reaſon 
and 
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mii Things © 


ſufficiently attended to. But when the 


judgments of God are abroad in the earth, 


then the inhabitants of the world will ”_ 
nenn 128555 e Eine 


— 2 of God 8 be aMiftions, 


3 gente admonitionsof conſcience, is 5 not 


is, to wean us from an over-fond love f 


the preſent world. There is nothing that 


more hinders men's progreſs in the divine - 


life, and religion, or cools the zeal even of 


well-diſpoſed perſons, than a conſtant habi- 


tual enjoyment of the pleaſures of life, For 
this reaſon God ſeldom makes his beſt ſer- 
vants moſt proſperous in this world. And 
yet afflictions have alſo their temptations 
to impatience, diſcontent and complain ing 
againſt God; and proſperity, if well em- 


ployed, may produce excellent virtues. For 


ee blefled is the rich that is found without 


blemiſh, and hath not gone after gold.” 
Let us not then be ſolicitous after either 

| ſtate, but with all ſubmiſſion leave that 
intirely to God; who knows much better 
than we what is convenient for us, Let 


H 4 us 


204 The Vanity of Warldy Things. 
us not imagine, that whoever is much auf- 


| flited muſt conſequently. be very wicked, 


. and that God is angry with him. Indeed, 
| when a man's conſcience can apply his af- 


fliction to his own fins, it is juſt and reg. 


ſonable he ſhould accept it as the puniſh» 
ment of ſin, and as an argument to re- 
pentance; but he muſt by no means mals - 
another man's affliction an oecaſion of cen- ; 


ſuring his neighbour. For the ſcripture 


declares, that happy is the man whom God 
eorrecteth; yea, bleſſed is the man whom 
thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him 
out of thy law.“ Let us, therefore, reſign 
ourſelves with all patience to the will of 
God, and rely upon him with full truſt _ 
and aſſurance, that he will finally diret 
all things to our beſt advantage. Let us, 
when greatly diſtreſſed, encourage ourſelves 
in the Lord our God, and ſay with the holy 
Pfalmiſt, Now Lord, what wait I for? | 
yy my hope is in thee,” | 
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Religions Wiſdom the beſt webe 
- fition. f 
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Pxovenss iv. 7. 


Wiſdom is the principal thing; therefore get ; 
wiſdom, and with ow thy getting ach un- 


aan 


EXT to the deſire of happineſs, 
there is ſcarce any ſtronger appetite 


fubſiſting in the foul of _ than 22 


love of truth. f 


This is a natural DRE I pleaſant 
to the ſoul, as light is to the eyes. Nay, - 


thoſe who with the ſtrongeſt prejudices em- 
brace and maintain a falſe opinion, embrace 


and maintain it under the appearance of 


truth. No man can approve a falſity, though 
for ſelfiſh views he may endeavour to defend 


it. This love of truth was very wiſely im- 
planted in' us by the author of our beings, 
becauſe our happineſs conſiſts in acting 


duties 5 


according to it. When we perform the 


x06 Ai * 

duties dictated by truth, that performance 
is evermore attended with/a ſecret j joy and | 
ſelf· complacency. It is a pleaſure indeed, 
to know what the truth of our condition 
requires, and how we ought to conduct 
ourſelves towards God, and to one an- 
other; but it is a much greater pleaſure 

to practiſe it. Wiſdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wiſdom, and with all 
thy getting get underſtanding.” e 
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Before 1 proceed to ſhew what true wil 
dom i is, I hall briefly examine the preten- 
ſions of ſome things which have = 

laid claim to this title. of 
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It is not 2 ſagacity in finding out the 

4 tempers and foibles of men, in Knowing 
the abſtruſe ſchemes of policy, in laying 
our deſigns deep, or ſeeing farther than 
others; for all this may be mere cunning, 

it may be applied to evil purpoſes, to carry 
on ſelf- intereſted views, or to gain an un- 
fair advantage of our neighbour. | 


It does not conſiſt in the knowledge of 


nature, in travelling uu CIrc uit of heaven, 
LE > and 


i 


knowing the compoſition. of the animate 
and inanimate. creation, the curioſities of 
the earth, and the wonders of the deep 5 
for though theſe things tend to acquaint 
us with the continual agency and compre- 
henſive providence of God; yet one may 
poſſibly know them all, 46 far as: human 
ſcience extends, and yet neither be better 
nor happier for the knowledge. 


„ wiſdom does not conklt 1 in the 
clearneſs of reaſoning, and a capacity to 


reduce a debate to an eaſy concluſion, by 2 
detecting the mazes of error, and the ſo- 
phiſtry of falſehood; nor yet in the powers 
of eloquence and the happy arts of per- 
ſuaſion. For they are comparatively but a 
few that can attain to theſe things; and yet, 


we are all commanded to get wiſdom.” 


It is not a ſkill in the arts of govern- 


ment, nor the knowing how to rule a free, 


and therefore licentious and capricious peo- 
ple, in peace and afluence. For though 


theſe arts may qualify a man to be a father 
10 kingdomy and a bleſſing to mankind, 


yet 
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power, or the vill to uſe _ 


It is not even an accurate acquaintance : 


| with the laws of God and man, with the 


relation of things and perſons, to unlock 


the cabinet of truth, to explore the myſte- 


ries of providence, to explain dark prophe- 
cies, to know the will of God, nor even 
to teach it the admiring world. Ws 


j 


Mos whe 6 elentnt fr oh me- 5 


ridian of this world only, even the moſt 
perfect knowledge of the beſt rules of liſe, 


is not true wiſdom. It is theory, it is 


ſpeculation, it is learning; - but if it ſtops - 


here, and does not influence our practice, 


it is lighter than vanity itſelf. The fear 


of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil, that is underſtanding.” If our 
motives and meaſures of action take in 
only a part of our exiſtence, and extend 
not beyond the preſent ſcene of things, we 
are ultimately, and therefore moſt deplor- 


1 ably fooliſh. To what purpoſe is it to 
know the truth, and yet to live in error? 


He who is s truly wiſe is ** wiſe unto fal- 
7 e n 


8 


vations He ſees an eternity before bim, 
and therefore meaſures all his conduct with | 
a regard to that awful duration. Imagine 
- yourſelf appointed to live a thouſand years 
on earth, in health and plenty, and tran» 
quility of mind; how would you be ra- 
viſhed with the prafpeld? Nay, even He- 
 zekiah's poor fifteen years would often be 
a welcome reprieve at the hour of death. 
But what are a thouſand years of mortal 
pleaſure to an eternity of celeſtial happineſs, 
in which the wiſe man ſecures to himſelf a 
certain and indefeaſible inheritance? To 
be a lawgiver or commander, a philoſopher 
or an orator, are qualifications which ſub- 
ſiſt only on this ſide the grave; but to be 
an humble lover and devout worſhipper of 
| God, to be juſt and charitable, to be pure 
and temperate, are virtues which will follow 
us into the allotments of eternity. The wiſe 
man ĩs not careful about trifles, is not earneſt 
for the lo gratifications of ſenſe, which to 
him will ſoon be no more, nor ſtudious to 
ſatisfy his periſhable body; his principal ob- 
ject is the one thing needful, and he lives 
(becauſe he _ is 60 as a candidate for 
heaven. 1 5 True 


r FE a r 23 r G 0 3 n _ ä =_ wa 7 
te Rog Wn iba a R oe ag R hes 0 nk eats; hen R * W o e e n N 
r be r 25 IE 2 bon ae A 7 . bY N 9 N A 5 4 
"HL : 7 x Ee »% + * n 3 F FILES > * 91 22 : . N 4 - > * 
25 ; 4 : ſ 5 . 1 \ F a a r — <4 
* ry 1 F * . 7 2 + N 9 * \ . 
8 & 3 2 N WM 1 
a : * * 
3 _ « - 
6 3 X - : 2 x 
1 * 
= * ba 
: 4 * 
. - % * ” . 
* ? Þ * +-# 
: © 
N * 


Ban - 


— 
me 
mg 

35 I 


= 
— — ——ÿä . OS 


_ ——— oa} . — 


CTF 
r re Me OS 
2 | ** R 
o VP r ” f i 


_ — 
— — —— be —— ah <a 


— * 3 — — — — 4 
ET TITRE DO OI} FE I ION 
e 


— 
mw OY n vr 


5 
> 
$ 
5 
0 
71 
} 
+ 
: 

; 

4 


* — 
of 


2 2 = ? * 
| 5 | i . 
* 
o I 1 


8 
1 = * _— 
1 5 . * a4 " 
n wp p 3 « 
Rn 
4 3 
* = 


110 


bund eee in its chase it pro- : 
ceeds every ſtep with fear, and faulters in. 


all e e. Wich what courage can 
a man proceed in a way, whoſe end per- 
haps may be woe and bitterneſs ? With 
what pleaſure can a man purſue his jour- 
ney, when he has neither confidence in 


his paſſage at preſent, nor his reception at 
the laſt? Every 


y man muſt look forward 
ſometimes into futurity ; but with what 


_ anxiety and confuſion muſt he do it, who 


knows that he lives only as a man of this 5 


world. It muſt be no little pain to a man 


to have no certain proviſion for the pre- 
ſent life, how much more if he has made 


none for a ſtate of immortality? All this | 


uneaſineſs true wiſdom removes: for as it 
is the exerciſe of the beſt reaſon, i it cannot 


but be agreeable to a rational creature. He 

who follows its directions will be chearful 
and eaſy in all his proſpects. He is ſecure 
af the preſent favour and of the future enjoy- 


7 ment 


True Wisdom tives us that we „ . 


in the right road to happineſs, and fo pre- 
renee all _ trouble of doubt and uncer- 


- ay 1 


purſues it by the beſt means, and therefore 
he may be in reaſonable hopes of ſucceſs. 


The due application of proper means na- 


turally produces a good effect; and the 


providence of God is particularly concern - 


ed to ſecond his endeavours, and to bring 
them ſooner or later to a happy concluſion. 
This lays a good foundation for hope; and 
hope will ſweeten all his labours, will 
give him ſtrength to encounter. difficul- 
ties, and freſh vigour to climb up. the 4. 
cent of virtue. 


True wiſdom will teach 2 to be eaſy 


even under ill ſueceſs, and to bear a diſap- 
pointment with patience. For if we have uſed 
ſuch prudent meaſures as it ſuggeſted, and 
have proſecuted them with proportionable 
diligence, our hearts have nothing to re- 
| proach us with, tho' we fail in our deſigns, 
And though the labour we have laid outin a 
good cauſe ſeems to be ſpent in vain, yet it 
really is not ſo: for God, who ſees and e- 
members it, will one day make us an am- 


ple 
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2 As give us, when we are | 
ſure that the leſs reward we receive for out 
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good works here, the greater ſhall be our 3 


reward hereafter ? Were we never to enter | | 


upon any great or good deſign, | 


were ſure it would not be fruſtrated, W * Fs 
muſt generally fit down in an pnprofitable I 
inactivity. The change of men's tempers, 
the alteration of circumſtances, or the ma- 
lignity of the ſeaſons, which eſcape te 
' quickeſt foreſight, oftentimes blaſt the beſt- 


laid plan of action. But if we have pro- 
poſed to ourſelves the glory of God and the 
benefit of mankind as our end, he'who 
ſeeth i in | ſecret and knows the heart,” will 5 


wats, : bot alſo N DEA | wed be ; f 


though they have iffſcarried here. For 
there is a crown of glory laid up for all 


who have fought the good fight, who have 
finiſhed their courſe, and kept the faith: 
And this the power of men cannot wreſt 


out of the hand of the righteous judge, but 


he will give it to all thoſe _ love his ape 
Two. 


| fancy a and A difordered imaj ginaion which 
and ies: our aflictions mots Piste IF 
we labour under 

nation aggravates them by adding to them 


the terrors of approaching death, or mag- 


nifying the pleaſures of life, which ſiekneſs 


diſqualifies us to taſte.” If we ſuffer under 


external adverſities by caſualties and loſſes, 

imagination repreſents to us that we are 
no no longer able to arrive at that ea caſy 
fortune and plentiful ſubſiſtence which we 


had long propoſed to ourſelves. If tut. 5 


fer under diſgrace or the contemp 
great. imagination ſhews us the pitt to di- 
ſtinction tut up, and all the views of am- 
bition cut off. But true wiſdom corrects 
the power of imagination. It informs us, 


that if bodily pains laſt long, they will 


be tolerable, and mixt with intervals of 
eaſe; and it takes occaſion from them to 
ſhow! us the vanity of the world, and to 
raiſe our affections to things above: but 
Vor. JJ... Lg . 


1 pains of body, imagi- 
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ſuggeſts, they will alſo be very ſhort, will | 
ſoon put a period to our life and themſelves _ 
together; and that they open us a paſſage to 
a ſtate ** where there is no more pain nor ſor- 

row nor Crying,” A wiſe man does not much 
wiſh to die, becauſe he knows how to be 
uſeful in life; nor Gann hp ee fron ee 
nnn e 


5 Wiſdom will farther inſtruct us, that as 
| there is no bound to luxury, nor any end af 
the cravings of a vicious appetite, ſo the 
real neceſſities of life are very few, and ſoon {| 
and eaſily ſatisfied ; that a plain diet con- 
tributes more to health than all the delie - 
cies of profuſion, and that a plain habit 
will keep us as warm, and defend us a- 

gainſt the injuries of the weather, as well 
as gold and purple. It will farther in- 
ſtruct us, that the inſults and indignities 
which we may receive undeſervedly from 
proud and fooliſh men are to be very 
little regarded; that we need not abide | 
by their judgment; and that their injuri- 


ous treatment _ of us reflects the greateſt | 
*Y 5 diſ· 


the beſt Acquifitim. ans 
diſhonour upon themſelves. And ' what 
is. the thing which the world calls ho- 
ne LIE a name, which 
creates an imaginary diſtinction between 

a creature that is born to death and frail 
ty, and the reſt of his fellow - mortals. - 
Thus by removing imaginary evils, gtound- 
leſs fears and unneceſſary cares, wiſdom 
_ qualifies us to enjoy the ſolid comforts 
of life with greater and more e | 
_ yr Mn 
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The even nt the eden * har- 
monious ſcheme of a wife and good man 
conduct is lovely in the eyes of all be- 

holders. Folly is capricious and imperti- 

nent, inconſiſtent and unequal, unſeemly 
and diſguſtful, but the-agreeable uniformity. 
of wiſdom commands veneratioh from every 
eye. Virere, if * meets with no ther 
due oraife, It dene Wüsss W. Aueh doth 
deneſjt of ſociety, that to cenſure it is juſtly 
accounted a treaſonable attempt againſt the 
public good. A wiſe man will converſe 
inoffenſively in the world, and give no juft 
C 

ke 


© | Religions uh, ER x 
occafion of anger, of ſtrife or malice: 125 
Even bad men will forbear to ſpeak ill We ---- 

him, left they ſhould ſeem to be enemies 
to virtue itſelf. As a friend, he is a trea- 
ſure to every one that finds him; ſince nge 
is not governed by e * acts N 1 
4 PS 8 


True wi iſdom will wad > to nome 
ourſelves, and to form an exact judgment 
of our own ſtrength and weakneſs, The 
fooliſh man is very little acquainted with 
his own heart ; and forms a falſe judg- 
ment of his own abilities But wiſdom: will 
give us juſt notions of our own powers, 
and ſhew us wherein our chief ſtrength con- 
' fiſts. Theſe, it will teach us to exert. 

in a proper manner and with due activity, 
and while we diligently follow the buſi- 
neſs or ſtudies for which we have a capa- 
city, to leave other things intirely to men 
who have talents for them. Tis no diſ- 
praiſe to us to be unfit for certain employ- 
ments; and we only deſerve reproach 
when we purſue what we are unfit for. 
Every man has his W na- 

5 9 | ture, 


IE Ho bt heiſt. 117 
ture, if he would but carefully conſider 


what it is, and might do well if he would 


but purſue the method which that points 
out to him. There is indeed one talent, 
and that the moſt valuable, which is uni- 
verſal, I mean the grace of God, which 
both may and ought to be improved by all 
men. For without this improvement, other 
qualifications, whatever price the world” 
may ſet upon them, will be W worth.” 


The divine gifts, which belong to the 
| preſent ſcene of things, are beſtowed vari- 
_ ouſly, to anſwer the different neceſſities of 
human life, but the means of ſalvation are 

common to us all. And it is the buſineſs 
of wiſdom to direct all our operations to 
that great and ſupreme end, that we may 
ſo converſe with things temporal as not 
finally to loſe the things eternal. Hence 
we ſhall alſo learn our weakneſſes and de- 
fects, and to walk humbly with our God. N 
We ſhall not aim at high things above our 
ſize, but move contentedly in our proper 
ſphere, and become uſeful to mankind in 
che * allotted to us. We ſhall obſerve 
1 1 ; 3 in 
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and there place the ſtrongeſt guard ; what 
temptations are wont to n eee my 
avoid them. DES FF 7 


Laſtly, true ie ol e ws 

to the favour of God, and procure. us an 
ineſtimable reward from him., For God 
loveth none but him that dwelleth with 
wiſdom. Glorious is the fruit of good la- 


bour, and the root of wiſdom ſhall never 


fall away. Happy is the man that fnd- 
etk wiſdom : whoſo findeth her findeth 
life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord.“ 
And indeed it cannot be otherwiſe ;_ for 

wiſdom is a ray of that original perfec- 
tion which dwells in the divinity ; it is. 
of a pure and ſpiritual nature, and can» 
not but be agreeable to that being, who 
comprehends all truth, and always acts 
according to it. All wiſdom — 
from the Lord, and is with him for ever. 
The word of God moſt high is the foun- 
tain of wiſdom, and her ways are everlaſt- 


ing commandments. He created her, and 


ſaw her, and numbered her, and poured - 


be _ 


her out upon all his works, Wiſdom leads | 


is pleaſing in his ſight. The fear of the 
Lord is wiſdom and inſtruction;“ and faith 


and meekneſs are bie delight. The fear 


of the Lord is fulneſs of wiſdom, and fil- 
leth men with her fruits. The fear of the 
Lord is a crown of wiſdom, making peace 
and perfe& health to flouriſh, both which 


are the gifts of God; it enlargeth their 


rejoicing that love him, and exalteth them 


to honour that hold it faſt, Wiſdom' is 
the mother of fair love, and fear, and 
| knowledge, and holy hope. Come unto her, 


all ye that be deſirous of her, and fill your- 
ſelves with her fruits. For her memorial 


is ſweeter than honey, and her inheritance 


than the honey comb. They that eat her 
ſhall yet be hungry, and they that drink 
her ſhall thirſt for her ſtill. Her ways 


are ways of e e and all her N 


are peace,” 
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ae, in the Lord alway : and _ I 6. 
3 | 


| 'ar Al 8 no little et of as 5 | 
laws of God, that the performance 
5 them i is attended with the greateſt ſatis- 


faction and moſt durable pleaſure, while 


the tranſgreſſion of them produces an un- + 
eaſy ſenſation of being wrong, and the pain- 
ful impreſſions of guilt and fear. So agree- 
able are the divine commands to the natural 
ſuggeſtions of our reaſon, and the pureſt 
dictates of our underſtanding, Nor is 
obedience only in general a bleſſed thing, 
but ſo gracious is our heavenly Father, ſo 
much does he conſult the good of man- 
5 = = | ki n d, 


ind; Mes bu fucks dulldbdins — and . 


frequently in his word, . to rejoice, to 


poſſeſs ourſelves of à chearful and eaſy 


temper, that can delight itſelf in his fa- 


vours, in oppoſition to a querulous mur- 
muring ſpirit, to a gloomy and fretful frame 


of mind. Let the righteous rejoice 
before God (faith the pſalmiſt), yea let 


them exceedingly rejoice ;” and in the 


text (ſays the apoſtle) « Rejoice in the 
Lord alway : and again I ſay, Rejoice.” 


One would indeed almoſt think that this 


precept were needleſs, ſince every man's 


chief aim is the attainment of joy; or at 
leaſt that it would never be diſobeyed, fince 


there is nothing more deſirable than a con- 
tented humour and a chearful diſpoſition, 


which 1s the very eſſence of pleaſure * he 


who indulges a diſguſt, or broods over 
his grief, fins * his own ſoul. 


80 it ws * but if we Jones into 8 


world, we ſhall find this injunction very 
11] complied with. For nothing is more 


common than to ſee people ſad and diſcon- 
ſolate, 5 


rejoicing after a nated Crier. : 
without any compaſs to direct them, or any 
| ballaſt to keep them ſteady. In various 
falſe purſuits, many ſeek after joy, but few 
light on the path where it really is, till 
they have by experience found the empti- 
.neſs and infincerity of other flattering 
proſpects. They ſeek it in the gifts of for- 
tune; they hope for it in ſenſual enjoy- 
ments, they apply themſelves to baniſh. 
care by indulging their paſſions, by gra- 
tifying their appetites, by the company 
of the diſſolute, and every form of riot. 
But theſe ways of rejoicing are unſucceſſ- 
ful; they are nothing but ſhadows that 
elude the graſp, and diſappoint the expec- 
tation; they are flaſhes of pleaſure that fly 

away like lightning. They depend on 


cauſes very changeable, and reſide only in 


the fluid humours of the body, i in the mo- 


tion of the ſpirits, and the fickle imagina- 


tion : even while they ſubfiſt, they are al- 
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layed WO es clita. 


compoſes them, they ſoon end in lothing, 
and leave nothing but languor and remorie 


behind. For uu TA e in 


the end of Wed e e e 
uſual pleaſures of men are unreaſonab 


and extravagant, and impoſſible to be 


long retained, In ſhort, what way. fo- 


ever the foul of man ſhall turn itſelf, it 


can fix upon nothing adequate to its de- 
| fires and capacities but in God: thoſe 
are the only perſons who are bleſt with 


a conſtant flow of pleaſure, that * rejoice : 


in the mich 


| Relighws | is not a a: ching ro ſms 
imagine it to be) that requires a moroſe 


and gloomy life, and forbids all mirth 
and good-humour; but it is the fource 
of the pureſt and moſt uninterrupted joy, 
ſuch as riſes 'not by accident, breaks out 
in violent ſallies, and is no more, but 
ſprings from a never-failing principle of 


ſatisfaction in the heart. A joy tit is as 


ſtable as the nature and reaſon of things | 


in 


A en u is fangplady tae i ele 1 
as the immortal ſpirit in which it inheres, 
and the m__—_ n. _ areits e 


Thus . PIE td of Gol, 
that he hath fo e the frame of 

things, as to make our duty to be our 
pleaſure; and whatſoever hath a certain 
tendency to miſery and ſorrow, to be ſin to 
us; and hãth contrived the inſtincts of our 
nature, ſo as to ſupport the intereſts of 
virtue. As he would have us reſemble 
him in every perfection, ſo in a ſteady courſe 
of happineſs; he has not only provided 
for us a heaven, a place of bliſs hereafter, 
but would allot us as great a ſhare of 


: n e be ber. 


The goſpel 1 e good tidings of 108 
joy to all people; and God repreſents 
himſelf therein as the God of love, of hope, 
of peace, of all conſolation ; diſplaying 
the beams of his mercy z accepting the 
greateſt of returning ſinners in his well- 
beloved Son; inviting us to partake of the 
treaſures of his ſufficiency ; and freely diſ- 
2 penſing 


ein in Win, a. 
penfing d the bleſſings of his grace, and 


> 


Our gaben invites hv weary and hea- 


vy laden to reſt and refreſhment ;' he pro- 


miſes to wipe away all tears from our 
eyes, to crown us with'a bleſſed hope, and 
to admit his faithful ſervants into their 


Maſter's joy, which is full and complete 
in itſelf, and which no man can take 


from them. What is the kind aſſurance 
that he gave us a little before his depar- 
ture; but the ſending of another com- 


art the Holy Spirit, that ſhould abide 
with us for ever ;” to lighten and inſtruẽt, 
to calm and refreſh our hearts; to purify 


us with his holy flame, and give us an 
earneſt of his eternal inheritance? And 
what are the genuine fruits of his operation, 
but love, j Joys and mor: 33 


A good chriſtian ante, as ſuch, is 
the moſt chearful and happy man in the 
world, well ſatisfied in his mind, light 
and free in his ſpirits, calm and i in 
| his breaft, ſerene in his countenance, plea- 
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Garin his n 
viour, and well- aſſured in all his actions. 


No glooms and melancholy thought, no 

fierce deſire, or tumultuous paſſion dwells 
with him ; frowardneſs or ill nature is * 
reign to his heart, and if at any time it. 
happens that a perſon really virtuous de- 


f viates from this character, becomes 


gloomy and ill-tempered, he does injury to 


his profeſſion; he brings a blemiſh upon 


religion in the eyes of its adverſaries, who 
becauſe of TRE ai 2 5 


| embrace it. 


N 


Severity of manners is e owing 
2 miſtake in judgment, or a miſcarriage. 
practice; either ta @ ſuperſtitious conceit\. 


that chriſtianity requires ene to be & hers 


mit, or elſe to the laſs of innacence, For, 


if a chriſtian does but conſider his ſtate 


and privileges, the dignity of his nature, 
his alliance to angels and to God, the 
greatneſs of his reward, and the certainty 


fect that heaven favours him, a good con- 
ſcience ſupports him, and that he is a 
peace | 


peace with all the — if he * A 

ſenſible of the great honour God does him 
in Has friend, and SC 
« rejeice evermore,” ro be perperally i in 
warn TR | 


He is not e a A 
in a ſtate of ſalvation now, but fince God 

will undoubtedly perform his part of the 
covenant ; by his fincerity and circumſpec- 
tion 1 ſecure of its continuance, and 
has the grateful proſpect of advancing ſtill 
farther towards the perfection of a mo- 
ral agent, of * ſhining more and more till 
F 5 9 2 


He hath God for his portion, who 
is the inexhauſtible fountain of good, 
and his affairs are entruſted to his moſt 
faithful hand; he hath free acceſs to 
his preſence, and is frequently delight- 
eld with the divine goodneſs, with the 
tender care of providence that often in- 
2 in his behalf, with the ſublime 


exer- 


exerciſes of devorion, an f on he dews of grace. 


OY true chriſtian We not 40 any! 
tormenting care, for he hath caſt all his 
care upon his heavenly Father, and de- 
pends upon his protection. His knees trem- 
ble not, nor does his heart beat with fear, 
for he firmly relies upon the defence and 
aſſiſtance of almighty power. He hath ho 
deſpair to-depreſs him into the pit of dark- 
neſs, nor the ſting of guilty remorſe to 
perplex him; for he hath a ſure refuge in 
the divine mercy and the merits of Chriſt, 
applied to himſelf by faith and repentance. 
He is not diſquieted with any longing de- 
ſires, but concludes that beſt for him which 
heaven ſees fit to beſtow, and is ſatisfied 
with what he has farther to expect from 
thence, He is not pierced through with 
hatred, nor inflamed with ftrife, knowing 
nothing here that is worth paſſionately 
contending for, and reſolving to preſerve 
a good-will for all men. How can he then 
chuſe but be free from ſorrow ;- how ſhall 

| he 


he deer e 
dnn ey 


Al cher Aa: til ns EY is hows 
cerned with, is'God' and his Saviour, vir- 


tue and wiſdom; heaven and eternity; from 


theſe ſprings no bitter ſtreams," no neee 
paſſions © can Py flaw. 120i mmos bas 


Indeed, the naue f Fey het 
joy, and the practice of religiom in general, 
gives birth to the moſt pleaſing refleftions; 
but, to be a little more particular, we 
ſhould amen b in n in ene 
and j in N ie ee e | 
Faith, which i is a aal | perſuaſion er U the 
truth of the divine revelations, not only 
inſtructs us, but enlivens and animates us 
in our ſpiritual warfare ; there being no 
article of faith, which does not imply ſome 
great advantage and benefit to us. What 
greater pleaſure than by faith to contem- 
plate the riches of God's bounty, in the 
creation of ſo magnificent and well-fur- 
niſhed a world, for our uſe and ſervice; 
Ver LL to 


to behold the ſame almighty hand and vi | 
preſerving this beautiful fabric; 78 ee 


on that ſum and comprehenſion of all bleſ- 
ſings, God's ſending his Son from heaven, 


to become man, that we might be aſſumed 
into a participation of the divine nature, 
__ communion wth Getty 5 


as 


;; Jt; 4s faith that etobyaces;; date * 
nuch, ſo worthy of all acceptation, where- 


in God opens wide his arms to receive the 


penitent; propoſing the kindeſt overtures | 
of ' mercy, upon the eaſieſt terms, and at 


the ſame time ſupplying. us with aſ⸗ 
fiſtance to perform them. And ſurely, if 
we are deeply fenſible of our fin and 


miſery, if we are humbled with an un- 
feigned contrition for our miſdeeds, it will 
be very comfortable to believe, that God 
will be fully reconciled to us, and that 
« we have an advocate with the F _ 


f who i is the een for our W 


de is no little Atiass os. to by fally 


perſuaded, that the great and n pro- 
miſes 


5 * 
- 


miſes of God th r be omni 
How can a firm belief groun tl 
infallible word of God, that an eternal in- 
heritance, a treaſure that cannot fail, a 
felicity beyond expreſſion is reſerved for 
ſincere obedience, how can it em 
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Aid what ber debe or r, 
of contentment can we have, than that 
faith, which is an abſolute reliance on di- 
vine providence; whether we be in proſ- 
perity or adverſity, without reſerve, to de- 
pend on his fatherly Wa who: looketh 
unto the ends of the earth. <6 Bleſſed is 
the man, who thus truſteth in the Lord, 
and whoſe hope the Lord is.“ For here 
he diſburdens all his cares and U 
confidence that his wants will be ſupplied, 
his grievances removed, and himſelf pro- 
| tected from all fatal dangers, by the Fa- 
ther of mercies and lover of ſouls. 


Thoſe 3 3 thoſe * 
of grace and mercy; and thoſe invaluable 
n which faith e as true 


* 42aö 


4 9 Br : 


132 1 
in general, hope applies par jcularly 00 | 
ourſelves. We muſt ſincerely examine-our © 
lives and hearts, by the laws of God, de- 
 livered in holy ſcripture; and if, upon an 
impartial ſcrutiny, we find that our con- 
ſcience condemns” us not, as wilful tranſ« 
greſſors of them, then have we confidence 
towards God, then may we cheriſh out 
hope, as an anchor of the ſoul; both 
ſure and ſtedfaſt. Faith aſſures us, that 
God will receive all penitent ſinners, and | 
crown every good chriſtian with glory; 
but hope whiſpers, that God will render 
to me the wages of righteouſneſs, 155. oo 
_ his = un to me his ſervant... | 


enen this bleſſed rin where i 11 1 
entertained upon good grounds, upon the 
conſciouſneſs of having faithfully diſcharg- 
ed our duty, muſt make us habitually ; 
well-pleaſed and joyful. All hope, in pro- 
portion to the worth of its object, and the 
ſolidity of its foundation, is comfortable, 
 fince it ſets before us abſent bleſſings, and 
gives us frequent foretaſtes of future en- 
joyments; but religious hope, that is built 
9 * 


rejoicing. ti Religin. A * 
n the rock of ages, and is a reaſonable 


: 2 of immortal happineſs, far ex- 
cels all other hope. Men are uſually much 
pleaſed with the thought of being near to 


greater acquiſitions, and plume themſelves. 
in the fancy of a more elevated manner of 
life, when they ſhall have attained them, 
though death or other accidents may eaſily 
defeat their hope; how much rather ſhould. 
the © lively hope of an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that n not 
away, reſerved in heaven for us,” ' inſpirg. 

us with the prone chearfulneſs ! E arid 


D we | ſhould: rejoice in wes baus 


of love and charity. Infinitely beyond al! 


other things, God deſerves our affection, 
being moſt perfectly amiable in himſelf, 
and moſt kind and beneficent to us. By 


an original law of our nature, our ſouls 


cannot reſt, till they are ſtayed on him; 
they breathe after their author, and no- 
thing leſs can ſatisfy their vaſt capacity, 
and boundleſs deſires, God is, moreover, 
moſt ready to impart himſelf, and will not 
11 any one that cometh to him; he even 


| 


* 8 


, — 


134 The — of, ke, - 
coutts our love, and condeſcends to apply. . 
to us: firſt; for we love him (faith tho 
- apoſtle) becauſe he: firſt loved us. By the 
gracious influences of his Spirit, and the 
kindeſt expreſſions of favour, he encourages 
our affection; and while other things diſ- 
appoint the expectation, and fall ſhort, of 
our een ere a ava ceeds 
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To this holy, this hab ns charity ö 
towards men, is nearly allied; for it ba- 
niſhes all thoſe ſharp and blen paſ- 
ſions, which darken our mind, and un- 

hinge its frame; it ſettles us in a ſedate % 
humour, in good order, in the harm 
of peace. How god-like a pleaſure i is 13 i 
to do good! it produces in ourſelves the! 
ſweeteſt diſpoſition, endears us to our bre 
thren, makes us reſemble God, attracts his 
favour to us, and leads us to. rejoice. at 
laſt with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; 
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SERMON EE 


"* 


— to the Supreme Being: 


FF A M E s iv. 7. | 
© Submit ourſelves therefore 7 G. 


. is a very melancholy conſidera 100 
all thoſe who endeavour to promote the 
growth of piety, and deſire to ſee the king- 
dom of Chriſt eſtabliſhed in the hearts of 
the profeſſors of his religion, that fo large 
a part of them live in the open and avowed 
tranſgreflion of his laws, and have almoſt 
intirely wore off the ſenſe of a God and 
his providence from their minds. Many, 
are ſo much overwhelmed with ſenſual 

' pleaſures, that they have neither leiſure 
nor inclination to attend to the obligations 
they are under, to perform a conſtant and 
univerſal obedience to the divine will. 
Many are ſo far infected with pride, and 
_ by a vain eg that they 
„ 6 even 


— 


126 


even 4 in | chile Fang call wel . 
| Hardineſs, which enables them to rebel 
againſt God, by the name of courage; and 
think they are the only perſans in the . 
world of brave and maſculine ſpirits, Who 
are reſolved to aſſert their freedom 8 


thought, and break off the fetters of laws 
and commandments. Theſe are ſo far from 


being drawn to their duty by <« the cords 
of love,” that they are not even kept to it 


. by a reflection on God's infinite power * 


juſtice, but ſeem to be inſpired with a gi- 
gantic ambition, as impotent as it is exe 


oy crable, to ſcale heaven, and ſeat hens 
above the throne of the moſt ny: 


z 


Such as OY is ev wanted 2 . 3 
prophet, call the proud happy, and ſay, 
that thoſe who work wickedneſs are ſet 
up, yea, they that tempt God are even 
delivered,” will, without a ſpeedy repent, 
ance, be miſerably undeceiyed, by the 
wrath of that God, whoſe authority they | 
refuſe to acknowledge: For then * ſhall 


N they diſcern between the righteous and the 
wicked, between him that ſerveth God and 


him 


17. 


W eee e 
day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, and 
all the proud, yea, and all that do wick x 
edly, ſhall be as ſtubble; and 2 9 


cometh that ſhall hurn them up, ſaith the | 
Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall On 155 
e root nor r branch.“ + 


. theſe deſpiſers: to the fruit of 
their own hands, let us ſee whether it be 
not needful for us all, frequently to renew 
our meditations on the ſubmiſſion we owe 
the Supreme Being. And doubtleſs, the 
beſt of. us may obſerve the traces of pri- 
mitive diſobedience in our hearts; & that 
law of our members which warreth againſt 
the law of our minds, cannot in this life 
be perfectly ſubdued. We are all of us 
too prone to forget the baptiſmal vow, to 
continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldiers and ſer- 
vants to our lives end; and when we ſeri-⸗ 
_ ouſly aſk our conſciences, what ſpiritual 
enemies we have ſubdued, what tempta- 
tions we have baffled, what ground we 
have gained ? I doubt we ſhall find that 
the enemy ſtill continues his hoſtilities on 
| our 


* 


our . frontiens, and that there Fey party iu 
bim, that wel in e Aye of dee . 
ſert their colours and go over to his ſide; 
in a word, that we are very defective in 
our inſtances of hon age > % > the ane of. 


This 1 bias af dt 
nature, is taken notice of by the apoſſſe 
in the 5th verſe of this neren, 58 Do. 
ye. think that the ſcripture faith in vain,” 
i. e. falſely, „that the * which 
dwelleth in us luſteth to envy.” Are we 
not all ſenſible of the way ward tendenex 
of our unmortified deſires „ and that 0 
concupiſcence envies God the dominion 
he has over our ſouls, and thinks it could 
carve out to itſelf a better heaven than that 
he has propoſed, and could ſteer its courſe 
by more acceptable rules than thoſe that 
he has impoſed upon it? This depravation 
of heart is not to be remedied without the 
divine aſſiſtance, and therefore he adds in 
the next verſe, but he giveth more 
grace; i. e. in Proportion as we are more 
e“ averſe 


; | te ahem iy 130 
— good and inclined to evil, than 
in the ſtate of innocence, God is 
willing to afford us more plentiful” effu- 
ſions of his holy Spirit than he then did. 
So the apoſtle goeth on, © wherefore he 
- faith, (the Holy Ghoſt ſaith by the mouth 
of Solomon) God reſiſteth the proud, but 
giyeth grace unto the humble.“ Theſe: 
words ate taken from Prov. iii. 34. where 
they ſtand thus, „ Surely he Gann the. 
5 n * __ Go unto - ere 


Now; 5 the? e is meant ſack» . 
perſon as I deſcribed at che entrance of 
this diſcourſe, one that has ſuch an over= 
weening conceit of his own abilities, that 
by degrees he forgets his dependance upon 
his Maker, till at laſt he comes to think 

he can go through with his ſchemes of va- 


nity without taking him along with him;' _ 


and therefore, ſince his views are fo vicious, 
that the Deity can hàve no hand in them, 
and ſince he begins to ſay to God, De- 

ledge of thy ways zu he has his wiſn, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; after ſo many repulſes, 


ceaſes 


overtures of grace, ,/ which . en * " 
Noe Weng BO W e _— 9 


2 


80 3 it a wilt humbly l zefore? 
God, that we quench not the holy dame 
of the Spirit, among whoſe fruits, meeks 
neſs and patience, 'and lowlineſs of min 
are the moſt diſtinguiſhed ; and that we. 
may not by overlooking our defects, 66 
rendered incapable of the increaſe of thoſe 4 
Fi bleſſed influences, which he has graciouſly - | | 
promiſed to a lowly temper. And there 
fore, St, James makes this concluſion from 
the two preceding verſes I have been a+ 
Plaining to you, and inculcates this divine „ 
virtue of reſignation and obedience ta ts 
Deity, in theſe. words, Submit > 
felves therefore to God.” 


NI Te ons 
whe . 2 


Now. God hach a juſt dominion over. 
all, founded in his own infinite power. 8 
Every living creature, in conſequence of 
its bein g. is poſſeſſed of certain powers of £2 
action and thoſe powers of action are 7 
neceſſarily | 
FR 


F 8 becauſe the creature's eſs" 
| ſence is finite, its activity muſt be finite 
and limited too. In like manner, as God's 
ſelf- exiſtence plainly implies that he is 
_ poſſeſſed. of. ſome powers, ſo the infinity of 

that exiſtence cauſes that power to be in- 
finite. Since, therefore, God has a power 


all other beings whatſoever, and fince he, 


obliged to pay all manner of homage, they 
are capable of, to his Majeſty. Nor can 


does not entitle him to univerſal dominion, 
becauſe it may only be a power to do in- 
finite miſchief; for God never exerts one 
of his attributes to the prejudice of another, 
but all his acts are conſiſtent with the un- 
changeable rectitude of his nature, and his 


motions. Unleſs, therefore, we conceive 


God to be infinitely powerful in vain, we 
muſt allow him a right to diſpoſe of us as 
, | A he | 


iey infinitely ſuperior to cht of 
as well as they, has a freedom-to exerciſe - 
his own abilities, they ſtand indiſpenſibly 


it be objected, that God's infinite power 


ſuper-eminent holineſs is the rule of all his 


uh 
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ve pleaſes, and-p pt 


the nn of thoſe that rebel again 5 


atheiſt ——— . m the ee we ate, 
under, to reſign e ourſelves to the divine 
will, yet the generality of men are 0 
taken up with the things of the earth; and 
have their minds ſo much debaſed*with 
low and groveling deſires, that morſe 0 
notice of little or nothing, but what comes 
within the compaſs of their ſenſes; Ane 
becauſe God, in his great mercy, does not = 
give continual inſtances of his vengeance - 
on thoſe that neglect his laws and eule 
to take his yoke upon them, they are apt 
to flatter themſelves that he will abate 
great deal of his juſt rights and claim, and 


will not exert the fulneſs of his power in 


# 


him. 


This leads me to enger Gothen e : 


ment for ſubmiſſion to the divine will, de- . 


ducible from the conſideration of God's 
omnipotent power, viz, that if we will 
| f e ee ; not 
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the FRI i EY, 


„ his might, and the juſ- 


tice of his government, by proſtrating our- 


ſelves before him, by reducing every ſtub- 
born deſire, and captivating every -lawleſs 


thought to his obedience, his might and 


juſtice will be made to appèar i in qur end- 


ess deſtruction. For if God bas a right 
to command, he has without erbeten 
n * 

bella ant chruf FE de a 


es 


bitious and reſtleſs beings, to whom it is ſo 
near akin ; where rebellion ſtill ftrives to 


break its fetters, and pride torments itſelf 


with a fruitleſs deſire of afreſh n, 
to —_ the n eme, WEA 


Though men 0 cheriſh e in 
their hearts againſt earthly. princes, and 
by their ſecrecy eſcape their ſword, - and 


the vengeance due unto the crime; it is 


not ſo when we have to do with God, for 
he ſees the firſt ſeeds of blaſphemy, and 
perceives the malignity of an arrogant and 
„ temper: of mind, though .it be 
| 4 concealed 
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tence, againſt bis diſobedient ſubjedts, till 5 
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Die Beſides, though mandy writs 
immediately 0 


kings defers the full execution of his ſene 


the day of judgment, becauſe it is impoſ- 
fible for his throne to be ſhaken, or his 
empire endangered; and then ſhall he caſt 
thoſe wicked men who would not have lim 
to reign over them, into utter darkneſs, | 
where ſhall be wailing: and eit C 


| OY ny 


- But what i is a confultrktion and thore 
likely to work upon generous ſouls, is, 


that God's infinite power makes him ca- 


pable infinitely to reward our -ſubmiſfion 
and reſignation by uniting us to him- 
ſelf, and making us partakers of all 
his glory, that we may ©* reign with ths | 
Lamb as kings and priefts for evermores” 
Tf we will but-mortify our vanity here, 0 


where there is nothing worth our ambj- 


tion, our n dee will be ſurmount- 
el, 


oceed to the puniſſiment of | £ 4 
traitors as ſoon as - diſcovered, for fear of | 
being injured by them; yet the King f 


hen N 


4; wheel bendeitted $046k 8 
new „Jenin, and to ſtand at the right 
- For our 2 God has 


for be e Ae 5 lawful objet to 
exerciſe» i won, nor one 1 for | 
ſatisfaction. - Thus be — e an 
immenſe deſire af glory, to the end, that 
finding the emptineſs and uncertainty of 
all earthly dannn mn Gib= 
us:crowns of bliſs and ammortalitys when 
our reſignations ſhall receive the applauſe 
of angels, and the approbation of our bleſſed = 
Redeemer, who, while upon earth, was the 


which be ha 


moſt perfect pattern of this heavenly virtue, 


and in the ſevereſt trial that ever was, pra- 
ed, ſaying, Not my will, O Father, but 
thine be done.“ This is what St. Peter had 
in view, when le adviſed us to humble 
ourſelves under the e eee | 


that he _ nee in dus ne 
Mar ſhall this: Yelding of vurkiens t 


God, this fixed! and 7 reſolution 


Vox. I. * ef 


alted far above all . endl 1 . 
happineſs will then conſiſt in this, thatiwe _ 
ſhall have no ſelf- will, no more ſiniſter 
views or unſubdued deſires of our on, 
but one common will and end and intereſt 
: with God, and we ſhall, rejoice in his 
ws aſe CC with joy- unſpeakable and full 
nf glory.” Then ſhall we © fall down | 
with the four-and-twenty elders before him 
that fits on the throne; and worſhip him 
that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt 
our crowns before the throne, ſaying, 
eee bree. to receive honour 


all ere and for wy n bey a 


E 3 S bolt 
ed of heaven - born ſouls and allied to angels? 
Let us remember, that at the ſame time our 
foundation is in the duſt, and not be puffed 
up with vain- glory, or ſtrain to ſwell our- 1 
ſelves to the ſize of the infinite Spirit, 
_ and: renounce our dependance upon him: 


and glory and power; for thou haſt created 
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| the Serene Bring. 
which we do whenever we ſuffer any inor- 


147 ; 


dinate « or rebellious thoughts to ferment in 


our boſoms. And on the other hand, let 
us not ſo far degrade ourſelves, as to ſuffer 


any earthly. thing to lord it in our hearts. 


Let us cpnſecrate all our faculties to God's 
uſe and ſervice; let our feet run in the 


way of his commandments, and our eyes 
be directed towards heaven which is the 
ſeat of his glory; and ſince they fail us, 
let us call in che force of our ſouls to our 


aſſiſtance, and with the eye of faith behold 


him ſeated in ineffable e on the throne 


of. his NN. 


1 God 1 not 0 a right to to our obe- 


dience, as he is, abſtractedly conſidered, 


infinitely and eſſentially powerful i in him- 
ſelf, but more particularly as he is our 
creator, preſerver, and benefactor. There 


benefits, where there is none antecedently : 
thus if I have received ſignal favours from 
another, and ſuch as J cannot repay, I am 


| bound by the laws of gratitude to ſubmit 
my wh to his in every thing 5 is la- | 


„„ 


is always a rightful power acquired by 


ful, "add + to ferve kim ! in n all 105 e 
commands, provided my ſervice i is not . 


e EN IN THE 
g N 8 . 8 * 4 * 


TO EE 


Aae rank of IEP 1 116 removed 5 
a little way from each other by diverſity . 
of ſtation or paſſefions; J we 
ought to be intirely paſſive to God, Who, 
though he be higher than it is poſſible my 1 
us to conceive, yet ſtoops to take notice of, | 
and pour the light of his countenance up- 
on, the ſon by man which i is a worm.“ 95 


Neither e can our obli gations to any being 4 
whatſoever | be prior to thoſe we have from 
| God, for to him we owe our very beings, 

and conſequently our capacity to enjoy 
any good at all. For it was he that form- 
ed this curious machine of our body in 
the womb, and © in his book were all our 
members written, when day by day they | 

were faſhioned, when as yet there was 


none of them.“ It Was * that breathed 
5 N . into 
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d. the Sprame Bing 1% 


to perceive our own ori iginal, whe 


are made wiſer than the beaſts ) 2 hd 155 


into our noſtrils the breath of life, and. be- | 
ſtowed on us fouls which are particles of 
his divine fire, of wonderful force and ac- 
tivity, fitted to underſtand and admire the 
grandeur, beauty, and order of the uni- 

verſe that ſurrounds us ; and what is more, | 


field, to be ſenſible of the immenſe great= 


neſs of his. power and of our relation to 


him, to know his adorable Sebd ef "ll 
his providential care, and accordingly 86 


be chearfully ſubject to his wiſe govern- £ 


ment and father] y correction. 


Now though God has not gained any 
increaſe of power by creating us, but only 


has made new ſubjects whereon to exerciſe 
that dominion which was always inherent 
in him, yet doubtleſs by giving us our be 
ings, he has laid new ties of is upon us. 


Again, | God is alſo our ii,” 


and was he to withdraw his ſupporting _ 


hand from under us, we ſhould either 


immediately ceaſe to be, or elſe be miſe- 
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of heaven move in thoſe paths that he has 


appointed them; at his word the ſtormy 
winds are huſhed ; and the proud waves 
of the ocean paſs not the bounds that he 
has ordained, And ſhall man be more 


fierce than the whirlwind, more ſwelling 


and intractable than the raging ſea ? Shall 
the author of nature reap the fruit of his 
care and beneficence from all other erea · 
tures, and ſhall man, for whoſe ſake the 


greateſt part of them was made, refuſe to 
be at his N God forbid 15 5 


150 95 Wy | tanto ts RO | Re 
rable. Py Cn kat again _ 
his holy pleaſure, from whoſe bounty we. + 
derive the iſſues of life, and the freſh. and £455 
ſprightly ſupplies of health and vigour ? Be- 5 
hold, all the reſt of the creation conſtantiy . 
and carefully obey his commands; the 
angels, thoſe happy ſpirits, rejoice to be 
made the miniſters of his willj; all the hoſts 


See > 


In the xixth of Tandy we fad that 


God having laid down a great number of ; 

precepts, ſubjoins almoſt to every one of | 
them, as an obligation upon his people = 4 
- obſerve and obey them, « T am the Lord,” = þ 


1 


deelf eee your God. 2 Law. 


rd,” my power and, aut] 


i Donn and capable to give a ſanction to 
whatſoever Jaws my wiſdom ſhall appoint, - 
and none can ſay unto me, What doſt 
thou ?” I expect therefore that you follow 
my dictates with the moſt profound humi- 
lity, and bow down to me with the moſt re- 
verential awe. I am alſo your God,” 
you have received very wonderful marks 
of my goodneſs and kind regard; ought 
you not therefore with all the eagerneſs of 

gratitude to perform thoſe commandments 5 

which I lay upon you for your own advant- 

age? For if you be righteous, , what do 
you give me, or what do I receive at your 


hand? „ Behold the heaven, and heaven of 


| heavens is mine, the earth alſo and all 
that therein is. Cireumeiſe therefore the 
foreſkin of your heart, and be no more ſtiff- 
necked. For I the Lord your God am 
God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great 
God, a mighty and a terrible, which re- 


gardeth not perſons nor accepteth rewards, 
I am "your praiſe; makes am your God 
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burnt offerings and — bye _ 
prophet Samuel) as in obeyi 
the Lord? Behold; to obey is better than 


| Nubbornneſs is as iniquity and idolatry;? 
The meaning of which paſſage is, chat the 
ever is not fo acceptable in the in 


God, as ſubmiſſion to his will, which is 
à virtue of eternal and unchangeable obli- I 


pay God that ſervice, which is demonſt 
-: infinite goodneſs, as of his infinite pow- = 


tive inſtead of the Creator, ſo the ſtubborn 
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> the voice of 4 


facrifice, and to hearken chan the fat of rams 1 
For rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft; and 


performance of all tide ha 


{1 


gation. Whereas thoſe that rebel againſt 
God, enter as it were into a confeileraey > 
with thoſe 8 powers, who were ban-⸗ 

iſhed from above. Rebellion is as iniquity 
too, becauſe it is contrary to the dictates ef 
right reaſon, and an impious refuſal” to 5 


ted to be his due, as well on account of : N 


And as the idolater worſhips the crea- 


man 


}2}EUO pm. = as 
2 — tioned erects a throne in his 
— | heart for the golden image of pride, and 
£1  facrifices all his ſoul and all his ſtrength 
SE | unto it, For een RY: en- 


| and can by no means breſerve an e Fs 
_ indifference, to all things; our will muſt 


chuſe ſome object of adoration, and therefore 
if it is not directed to an object worthy of pe En 


it, it will of courſe take up with mean 
and abject purſuits. And did men per- 
FE eum thus Gabon 46 whiter HRS. 
which they do to the tyranny of their own 
I luſts, whoſeend is woe. and bitterneſs, their 
ſalvation and their glory would be built * 
| on a rock. which neren alen, | 


Rebellion 3 God 3s fil more — 
ble, as it leads men by the hand into all other 
vices. Tis not probable that he who is 
ſo wicked as to withdraw his allegiance 
from his king, will give himſelf the trou- 
ble to obey any of his laws, any farther 
than they are agreeable to his own temper 
and inclinations. And is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that he who caſts off God's authority, o 


gra- 
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tainly therefore it is of the laſt 


that we may attain to a great 


„ his | n ſerupls* 0 1 20 ' ' 15 | 
kame in order to a hin cope 
his intemperance, or his erweley? 


- 


ance to ſubmit ourſelves to God, _— 


perfedtion and happineſs, but allo 4 


may not an into the'g e _ " 


* 
. 
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Gothe fervice is ſe Bess, il. * 


it is no leſs perfect, becauſe our ſubmiſſion , 


is indiſpenfably neceſſary ; ſince our rea- 


ſon, when it is no longer erde, 5 


with the vapours of ſelf-will, voluntarily | 
chuſes and embraces it. Otherwiſe, God 
himſelf could not properly be ſaid to be 


free, for his wiſdom gives law to his 
power, and actuates and determines all his 


ſubſequent motions. If therefore God be 


free, notwithſtanding that he is obliged 


to act conſiſtently with himſelf; if it be no 
freedom to have a licence to break through 
the bars of truth and equity; if true li- 
berty be not the occaſion of reſtleſſneſs and 


conf! uſion, „ but of peace and order; doubt- 
leſs, 


_— & 4 


lefs cubatiſion to * "will of God 8 4 
ſtate of the moſt conſ e liderty that 


can be imagined. 


3 — + b 4 
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Did God make uſe of Ki power to 55 
duce us to hel pleſs and deſſ perate wret- 


chedneſs; did he by an unavoidable fata- 


lity cauſe us to fix upon fin and evil; 
then indeed we might complain in the 
anguiſh of our ſouls of the inſupportable 
ſlayery and barbarous oppreſſion. But on 


the contrary, when we had brought our- 
ſelves into bandage to the world and the 


devil (thoſe hard maſters that not only . 


exact the moſt laborious ſervice, but alſo 
the more obſequious their votaries are to 


them, puniſh them the more); when, I ſay, 


ignorance. and iniquity reigned in the 
world, then God of his great mercy ſent 
his only Son to publiſh the holy goſpel, 


| Which is the perfect law of liberty, to be a 


< light unto our feet, and a lamp unto our 
paths,” It has been, and ſtill is cuſtomary 


among mankind to put thoſe faves, whom 
they buy with money, to the moſt 
grievous drudgery, though oy have no 


other 
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aw 3 akin: bat dad Bed) - 
over and above his perpetual. authority 1] 
over us, has likewiſe purchaſed us with an 


< ineſtimable price,” even the price of the 


facred © blood of his own Son,” he was | 
| far from applying the additional title he 


was veſted with, to make us exhibit any | 
mean and unworthy ; inſtances of vallalage 5 
no, he bought us, only that he might 


bring us nearer to himſelf, and give us the 
glorious privilege to become his ſons and i 
fellow-heirs with Chriſt, me e 


—- "8" a 


As to o the extent of our Cubmiftion, I * 
muſt be univerſal. Since we are ſatisſied 


15 that God knows whatever will contribute 


to the advancement of our reaſonable na- 


ture, as he is our all-wiſe creator; ſince 


he will lay upon us no commands but ſuch 


as tend to our welfare, nor preſcribe us. any : 
taſk that he will not aſſiſt us to go through i 

with, as he is our kind maſter and gracious 
preſerver; ſurely we would not refuſe ſo in- 


fallible a director, who can neither be miſ- 5 


taken in our true end, nor in the means 
proper to attain it, and chuſe to ſteer our 


courſe 


4 ; 3 
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ond * the frail and erring compaſs of 


our own underſtanding, which of itſelf cam 


neither ſhew us the right haven where our 


voyage ſhouldend, nor ſafely conduct us in 


the road unto it. It therefore our o 


judgments fail us, we ought joyfully and 


thankfully to receive and follow a light 


from heaven, a divine revelation of the 


means and methods of our ſalvation. And 


ſeeing we are convinced that the ho 


ſcriptures are the laws and rules of God, 


who neither can be deceived nor deceive us, 
we ought with all lowlineſs and e 
to believe the myſteries contained in n 


though they may exceed our ſhallow deptdb 
of reaſon to comprehend. Again, ſince 
all things in the world belong to God by 
an unalienable tenure, ourſelves not ex- 
cepted, and he muſt have a right to diſ- 
poſe of his own as he pleaſes, we ought 


readily to acquieſce in and be content with 


thoſe ſtations wherein he has placed us, 


and not to overlook and ſet at naught 


the bleſſings we have, out of a vain and 


fooliſh deſire of thoſe which we have not. 


Such idle * thoughts will quickly 


vaniſh 


* - 
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E vaniſh, if. at the . time we cr | 
tat the parts we have to act are given us. 
by infinite wiſdom, which certainly knows 


what we are moſt ft for; and that if 
we perform thoſe parts to the ſatisfac- 
tion of our Lord, we ſhall, when this 
tranſient part of our exiſtence is over, I 
have as good a title to our reſpective re- 
Wards, as the kings and princes of the 
earth will have to theirs. We are alſo 


| obliged to ſubmit to the troubles and aMflic- 


0 * 
hs 
d 


tions God thinks fit to lay upon us with 
great reſignation and humility. We ought 
to reflect, that though the ſupreme law-giv- 
er may juſtly puniſh us for every fault, and 
ſuffer the fury of his whole diſpleaſure to 


ariſe, yet he mercifully ſpares us ; and 
when he is obliged to take the rod fot our 


correction, he does it with all the tender- 


neſs and reluctance of a gracious father. 
Ought we not therefore to bleſs the arm 
that viſits us, and without murmuring un- 
dergo that diſcipline which is intended to 
make us better and happier, and to work 
in us among others this divine virtue of 
| ſubmiſſion and holy reſignation 1 


A pen 


| A plenary ſubmiſft liſſio n to the divine will * 
delivers us from all the anxiety of doubt, 
and the troubleſome ſuſpenſe of an undeter- 


mine uheske, Now ales bow foul awe +» 


ſo vehement a deſire of happineſs,” that ſt 
cannot poſſibly enjoy any peace or (eaſe 


unleſs it be een chat it in walking in 
the right road towards the acquiſition of it. 
While therefore it 2 it in ſublunary ' ö 


things or en. as it muſt always 
be diſappointed of its hope, it will {till be 
making new trials, ſtill uncertain of an 
event in which it is ſo much concerned, 
and at laſt intirelydeſpairing of ſucceſs; than 
which *tis hard to'conceive a more wretched i 
condition. But when we are directed by infi- 'Y 
nite wiſdom, we are ſatisfied every ſtep we 
take we are ſo much nearer our chief good, 
and therefore have no doubts or alarms of 
danger to diſturb us ; but keeping our eye 
ſteadily fixed on our certain though unſeen 
reward, we proceed in our journey full 8 6 
enen joy and N | 


To conclude, Let us not only pray every 
* that Chriſt's i my n that 
| he 
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poſſeſs. our minds with the ſublimeſt 
Hotions of God's unbounded power and 
pra and purity, and with ſuch /a-feel- 
ance and iniquity, that we may in all things | 


may rule in the hearts of all men, 
us actually acknowledge his dominion 


meekly ſubmit unto him, and fall low en 
our knees before his footſto!l. 
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t,, and they that worſhip him 
ip him in ſpirit and in truth.” 
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HE woman of Samaria having heard 
our bleſſed Saviour reveal all the 
ſecrets of her life, which ſhe thou 
one privy to but God, immediately con- 


"cluded: 


1 N 


* 


he ME Weak 
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cluded he was a prophet. She therefore 


0. the 2 70 „ 
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changed the diſcourſe to that important 


- queſtion, which was the W of the ha· 


tred between the Jews and the Samaritans 4 
viz. which was the right place of wo 


Mount Gerizzim or Jeruſalem ? The Sama- 2 


Titans received only the fiye books of Moſes, 
and finding in Deuteronomy (xii, 5.) that 


God would have but one place for burnt: 


offerings and . ſacrifice, they contended 
that Mount Gerig im was the place; and 
a temple was built there by Sanballat the 
Horonite, in favour of his ſon-in-law Ma- 

naſſeh, and in oppoſition to Ezra, who com- 


manded all the prieſts to put away their 


heathen wives. On the ather hand, the 
Jews who received the prophets and all the 


writings of the old Teſtament, plainly 


ſhewed out of them, that Jeruſalem was 


the place in which e had e to 
record his name. 


The meds being eee 
ced that Jeſus was a prophet, alked his 
opinion in this matter. To whom our 


Saviour replied, * C Woman, believe me, the 
Vox. I. 17771 
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1 in the firſt place, endeavour to ſhew what | 
is here meant by worſhipping God in ſpirit „ 
and i in truth. W I ſhall inſtance 


hour cometh, when ye Mall neither in «al 
mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worlhip | | 
the Father.” That is, there will be no 
reaſon to trouble yourſelves about this diſ- 
pute any longer, inaſmuch as the occaſion 
of it will be removed in a little time: 
for the ſacrifices which are offered both at 
Jeruſalem and. Mount Getizzim ſhall ere 
long ceaſe for ever, and ſo the privileges 
which you ſo earneſtly contend for, ſhall 
be taken from you both, That worſhip 
which conſiſts in ſacrifice, burnt offerings 
and the like, ſhall be aboliſhed, and a more 
ſpiritual one ſhall be ſubſtituted in its place, 


and thoſe only ſhall be accounted the true 


worſhi ppers, who, in what place ſoever they 
are, give their hearts and ſouls intirely to I 
God, who devote their whole lives to his 
ſervice, who {ſincerely love and obey him 
in all things, and worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth.“ ee e 


ting diſcourſing upon which words, 1 ſhall : 


in 


| dages of it. 


Before I — | to ſhew what is meat it. 
it will be proper to premiſe a few words con- 
cerning the being, and the e nature. 


of God. Eo yl 


Now that there is aca; is tis 58 . 
tion of all religion; and under every cli-. 
mate this belief has prevailed, and been 


On. the nun of Guts. 1 
in ſome of the, principal kinds: of, ſpiritual 
what lined Wah places are moſt proper for. 
the performance of this -worſhip, together 
with ſome other OO wa rect” 160 


ſtampt in indelible characters upon the os 


of all men; nor, as the Roman orator © 


ſerves, has the greateſt barbariſm and i igno- i 


rance been able to eraſe thoſe ſeeret notices 


men have always had of a ſupreme and in- 
telligent Being. All nature loudly proclaims 
him, and the ftill voice of reaſon men | 


him to us. i b PEW X . 
| M 2 = 711 5h 
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164 On the Werſkio if God. 5 1 
And that he is a ſpirit is proved by con- 
ſidering that the ſpirituality of the divine 
nature is a real perfection. For the firſt 
and moſt natural notion that we have of 
God is, that he is a being every way per- 
fect ; and from this notion we muſt- argue 
concerning the properties which are attribu- 
ww God, and govern all Our reaſonings 
' , concerning God by this. If any man aſk, 
why II fay, God is a ſpirit, or good, ä 
juſt? The beſt. reaſon that can be given is, 
becauſe theſe are perfections, and the con- 
trary to theſe are ĩimperfections. Now to 
imagine God to be a body or matter, evi- 
dently contradicts ſeveral great perfections 
of God; viz. his omnipreſence or the 
immenſity of his being; his knowledge 
and wiſdom ; his freedom and liberty; 
and his goodneſs too. For matter exiſts 
In parts, every one of which by the term is 
imperfect. It is changeable, ene of '3 
acting, paſſive _— and ſtupid. 1 oy. 


God is a ſpirit, and diceefive to he 
ſhipped in ſpirit. -<© The force of the conſe- 


quence does not lie in this, that juſt ſuch 


k [ 


. 
8 
4 = 

1 


\ 


on. 2 cu. 165 
a8 God i is, ſuch: mult our worſhip of him 


F 


be, for this would: exclude all bodily and 
outward worſhip; our worſhip of God muſt 


therefore be inviſible and infinite, for ſo 
is he; and beſides, the will of God ſeems 


rather to be the rule of his worſhip than his 
nature: but the force of it is this, God is 
of a ſpiritual nature, and this is to be ſup-. 


poſed to be his-will, that our worſhip ſhould 
be as agreeable to the object of it, as the 
nature of the creature who is to give it 
will bear. Now the ſervice of our mind 


and ſpirit is the beſt we can perform, and 
therefore moſt agreeable to God, who is a 


” e and the * moſt n e 


6 Not os 45 . 8 of God! is | 


here excluded, not that we are to ſhe no 
outward reverence to him: but that as un- 
der the law, the ſervice of God was chiefly 
external and corporeal, ſo now it ſhould 

chiefly be inward and ſpiritual.” 


As there . has been an 3 


belief of a Deity, ſo it has been no leſs uni- 


er acknowledged that this Deityought 
| „ to 


166 On the i Wirſi ro "JOE 
to be worſhipped. But eb 620M the 
miſtaken notions concerning this point; for 
bo to addreſs themſelves to him, or what 
form or manner of worſhip he would b i 
pleaſed: with, the ableſt-maſters of 
were utterly at a loſs to know, It 
their ignorance in this r, tha 
abominable idolatries and ſenſeleſs ſuperſti- 
tion of the pagan religion firſt aroſe, Hence 
were derived all thoſe abſurd and groſs 
opinions, which like a deluge, overflowed 
the whole earth, and which to enumerate _ 
: ack * as needleſs a as it is een 2 


bY 
oF; 


4 


Vet amidſt this almoſt las Jarkinidh 5 
; 3 was ſtill one part of the earth illu- 
minated; for in Sion was God known, 
and his . was great in Iſrael; it was 
there that God was pleaſed to di ſplay his 
glory, and to preſcribe after what manner 
he would be worſhipped; but their religion 
conſiſted moſtly in typical ſacrifices - and 
repreſentations of thoſe ineſtimable bleſ- - 
ſings, which were reſerved for the laſt diſ- 
penſation of his will, the times of the 
__ But oy they were to be quite 
abrogated | 


abrogated. ene and. che e 
was no longer to conſiſt i in carnal rites and | 


ordinances, but in ſpirit and in truth. And 


the reaſon. was, becauſe the ſervice of the 
ſoul and ſpirit, which i is the beſt we can 
pay, muſt be due to the e nature 
of) the bee . | 3 


<#' 


By teri God in | ſpirit and in 
truth, is -meant the performance of all 


_ thoſe duties of piety and devotion, Which 


we owe him, with ſuch ſincerity and in- 
tegrity, ſuch zeal and fervency, as to ex- 
clude all indifference, lukewarmneſs, and. 1 
hypocriſy; for it is the ſervice of the ſoul, ; 


and the devout and honeſt intention of tit 
heart, which the Almighty chiefly regards; 


My ſon (ſays the inſpired writer) give me 
thy heart.” God reſpects not ſo much the 
form and ceremony of the external per- 
formance, as the inward diſpoſition, and 
the ſpirit from whence it procebds. All 
ſacrifice, all worſhip, and every religious 5 
act, without this, is an abomination to the 
Lord. It was the great complaint of God 
himſelf, n the Jews, that they played 
M4 the 


AL hi" a wi their mouth, but 
their heart was far from him.“ Nay, id 
diſpleaſing to him was their cold and in- | 
Hpid devotion, that he therefore loathe 
and abhorred his own ordinances in their 
performance of them, as we find in Ifaiah; 
* Bring no more vain oblations; incenſe 
is an abomination unto me, the new moons {| 
and ſabbaths, the calling of aſſemblies, 1 "A 
cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 
ſolemn meeting, And when ye ſpread fatth 
your hands, I will hide mine eyes =_ 
you, and when ye make many prayers, 1 | 
-will not hear; your hands are full of 
blood.“ And then he proceeds to tell them 
what was to be done in order to make their 
worſhip acceptable; e Waſh you, make 
you clean, put away the evil of your do- 
ings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, re- 
Hive the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
plead for the widow.” Which things, 
would they take care duly to perform, 
men he would not only accept their ſacri- 


fes and oblationt, but likewiſe yup | 
all 
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On the I God. 


all cheir ſins, their moſt flagrant iniqui- 
ties. Though 'ybur ſins be as ſcarlet, 
yet they ſhall be white as ſnow, though 
e xn 


wool. HET 


From leder we ORE obſerve, that the 
Almighty does not delight in the moſt ex- 
act, or pompous performance of religious 
duties, except it be attended with an heart 
inflamed with zeal for God's hohour and 


glory; and notwithſtanding the religion 
which God appointed the Jews, in'a great 


meaſure conſiſted in rites and ceremonies, 
yet he gave them ſufficiently to under 


ſtand, that a ſpiritual worſhip, or a wor- 
which he 


ſhip of the ſoul, was the thing 
principally delighted in. Thou deſireſt 
not ſacrifice, (faith the Pſalmiſt) elſe would 


I give it thee, but thou delighteſt not in 
burnt-offerings ; the ſacrifices of God are 


a broken ſpirit, a broken and a contrite 


heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe.” „ 


80 that to worthip God in ſpititz is 60 
worſhip him with the utmoſt integrity of 


both 
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270 | On the Warſpip of God, ; Ws 
both Hom and foul; to be truly 3 Ez 
and fervent in every ſolemn act of devs- 
tion, whether public or private; to draw 


near to the courts. of his houſe with due | 
reverence and awe, and ſenſible of our own _ 


x unworthineſs, and the manifold tranſgreſ- 
ſions which we have committed, there hum- 
| bly to implore pardon for our offences paſt, 


and renew our promiſes of obedience for 
the future; to return our unfeigned thanks 


for every mercy we have already received, 


and to beſeech his care and protection of 
us to the end of our lives. And all this 
we are to perform in ſuch an humble frame 
and diſpoſition, both of mind and body, 


as the conſideration of our being under his 


more immediate preſence ought to create 
in us. This is to worſhip God in bir. | 
That we may wor up him in truth, we 
muſt take care to avoid all diſſimulation and 


hypocr iſy 1 IN our worſhip; We muſt not ſay 


in our hearts, How ſhall God ſee it? Is 


there knowledge in the moſt High?“ but 
on the contrary, ſeriouſly conſider that God 


is preſent every. where, ſees and bun our 


tentions off our: anten 3 the Aill motion _ 
thought cannot eſcape bim, nor can the 
clouds of darkneſs hide us from his all- 


ſeeing eye. For, „he that planted the 


ear, ſhall he not hear ? he that formed the 
eye, ſhall he not ſee? There is then no 

concealing ourſelves from the ſearch of in- 
finite knowledge, nor hiding ourſelves from 
the diſcoveries of Qmniſcience., Whenever 
we offer up our petitions.to Almighty God, 
and beg any, bleflings at his hand, we muſt 


take care to do it with an holy hope, and a 


| full reliance. upon his mercy and goodneſs. 
When we implore pardon fox our ſins, we 


muſt do it with an unfeigned humiliation 


and deep ſenſe of our own unworthineſs. 
When we offer him up our thanks and 


praiſes, we muſt remember, not only to 
make melody with our mouths, but like- 


wiſe in our hearts. To worſhip God after 
this manner, is to worſhip. him in ſin- 


cerity and truth, and in a way which is 


moſt ſuitable to his ſpiritual Sane. 
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ble manner which he did to the Jews; 


8 ; 3 > 3 
* x 2 "> p 8" 4 4 * 
n Ov the Winſip of 5 God. | | 
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a a A hs 
is there that the true worſhippers of God 


| ſhould now worſhip him in a more ſpi- 5 


gy manner, than the Jews did former. | 
, for God was a ſpirit then as well as 
— 7 ?. To this I reply, that God did *. 
ways require to be worſhipped in ſpirit; 
for, even to the Jews it was ſaid, © Cir- 


cumciſe the foreſkin of ybur hearts, and 
be no more ſtiff-necked ;” and again, I 


deſired mercy and not Werbe and the 


| knowledge of God more than burnt-offer- 


ings.” But becauſe God hath more clearly 


revealed himſelf now to be a ſpirit, than 
under the law, he therefore now more 
ſtrictly requires ſpiritual worſhip from bis 


people. For under the law, he frequently | 


revealed himſelf by ſenſible appearances, | 


viſions and voices, as condeſcending there- 
in to the tender age and infirmity of his 


church. But now, ſince he has made 
the laſt revelation of his will, ſince he has. 
brought life and immortality to light by 
the goſpel of his Son, he hath left off to 


reveal himſelf in that corporeal and ſenſi- 
and 
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only, doth he communicate himſelf to his 


church under the goſpel. Therefore, it is 


ſpoken of as a blefling peculiar to the days 


would pour out his ſpirit in a more plen- 
Is nay a e 


fore.“ 


1. Oe a 


knowledge, juſtice, mercy and goodneſs, 
each of theſe attributes ought to command 


our higheſt admiĩration and eſteem, out i 


profoundeſt adoration and reverence, ſince 


the 3 173. 
and as he i Pie in a ſpiritual manner 


| of the goſpel, © that upon all fleſh GG 


they are excellencies of the divine nature, 


whereby he infinitely tranſcends all other 


beings, Hence we find, where the Pſal- 
miſt makes mention of the majeſty of God, 


The Lord is a great God, and a great 


King above all gods, he ſubjoins, O 


come, let us worſhip and fall down and | 


kneel before the Lord our Maker,” 


Now, though there may by ſeveral ways 


of worſhipping God in ſpirit and in truth, 
yet the two principal ones are prayer and 


5 thankſ- 


| \ ? 3 
. 1 N 2 a5 
p 4 5 4 


i 14 : 0 the uli of Gut: ; | g ; 1 15 þ 
thankſgiving, both of which are very 1 
quently and earneſtly ineulcated in holy 


Me Bo 


ſcripture. As to the firſt of theſe, prayer, 
it may be ſaid to be an application of the 
mind unto God, and a petitioning of him 


for every thing that is needful, both for 
our ſouls and bodies. One would think 


there was no occaſion for arguments to in- 


vite us to this duty, ſince the end of it is 
to advance our own intereſt and happineſs, 
and it is nothing elſe but obtaining a fa- 


vour upon the eaſy terms of requeſting it, 


| if God in his infinite wiſdom ſees it to bs 
for our good. By the devout performance 


of this duty we have an intercourſe with 


God, and God with us; our ſouls aſcend . 


to heaven in holy raptures, while our bo- 
dies are upon earth, and God deſcends to 
us in. vouchſafing to hear us, though at 
the ſame time his majeſtic preſence is in 


the heaven of heavens. This duty of prayer | 


may be conſidered under the ſeveral heads 
of the devotions of the cloſet, n and 
== prayer. Fs 


— Ee 


- 
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Private 


ſelres ben i eye of 400 n arty 
into our cloſets, and there ſearch our own . 


hearts, become deeply ſenſible of our own 


infirmities and imperſections, and offer up 
our petitions with hearts full of zeal, and 
hope, and affection. Here are no objects 


to divert our thoughts, no _ to inter- 


rupt our ane; eki it e e 


2 3 


But Hill wo ia bid Gp id G 


private and family devotions, ſo as not to 
interfere with the public worſhip. This 
is of equal neceſſity and obligation with 
the former, for God requires of us a ſolemn 
and publie adoration. And we are not only 
warranted to this by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
but are alſo encouraged by a ſpecial promiſe 
of having our prayers heard; for * where 
two or three are gathered gether i in our 
Lord's name, there he is ſaid to be in the 


midft of them.“ Beſides, it is to be pre- 


ſumed, that there are ſome particular illu- 


minations which cannot be obtained with- 


out public prayer. Thus the Pſalmiſt, 
when he ſaw the ungodly in great proſ- 
per iy 


8 * 


4 


4 | ute Windy fuk 


| perity, and flouriſhing like a green. * 
tree, was ſtaggered at it, till — went into 
the ſanctuary of the Lord; then, ſays he, 
underſtood I the end of theſe men.“ And, 
if we did but diligently endeavour. to ob- 
ſerve ſuch a method, as the royal Pſalmiſt 
did, whoſe conſtant cuſtom was to pray to, 
and praiſe the Lord in the gongregation, 

as well as in private, we ſhould, like him, 
become © athirſt for God, even for the 

living God,” and deſpiſe all things in 
compariſon of him, who is the ſource and 
fountain of all ſubſtantial pleaſure; and the 
author of every blefling. Are we in wants 
who can better relieve us than he who is | 
infinitely good and powerful ? Are we in⸗ 
volved in troubles and difficulties; ho 
can better direct us than all-knowing wiſs 
dom? Are we under trials and tempta- 
tions; who is more able to deliyer us than 
infinite power and mercy, which will not 
ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are 
able? And whatever real bleſſings we aſk, 
we are ſure to obtain, if we do but aſk 


aright, through the merits and — 


on 


Oi une War 
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of ch ee our a nd * ; 


* 


4 2 kind of Oita wor- 
mip is thankſgiving. This duty conſiſts 
in praiſing and adoring the Almighty for 
all the bleſſings, both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, which he hath beſtowed either upon 
ourſelves, or thoſe in whom we are con- 
cerned, upon the church and nation where- 
of we are members, or upon all mankind 
in general. And this duty is no leſs in- 
cumbent upon us than that of prayer, and 
is equally enjoined in holy ſeripture. We 
find the royal Pſalmiſt frequently exciting 
himſelf to the practice of this duty: A- 
wake up my glory, awake lute and harp, 
I myſelf will awake right early. I will 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among 
the people, I will ſing unto thee among 
the nations.“ But more eſpecially after 
any great deliverance or ſignal mercy 

ſhewn him, he breaks out into the moſt 
exalted rapture and ecſtaſy: I will ing 

of the mercies of the Lord for ever 
Which may ſerve as a reproach to muy 
 Voi,1, . of 
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and oftentimes deſire the prayers of a whole _ 
congregation : but when God has been 
pleaſed to hear our requeſt, like the ungrate- 
ful lepers in the goſpel, there is ſcarce one 
in ten, that ſhews his gratitude to God for 


his recovery, by leading a better life,” How 


| GuRafer bis repentance, but qhoughd 4h 
performance too mean, and not ſuitable 5 
the dignity of almighty God, for none but 


himſelf to ſing his maryellous loving -kind- 
. neſs, and therefore he intreats others to bear 

a part with him: „O magnify the Lore 
A * 


It would be impoſiible Ra nf ©-4 
in all the mercies which every man re. 
_ Ceives from God, becauſe they differ both 
in kind and degree, between one man and 
another: but he n the feweſt is 


: yp ; More 


of us, who when calamities and aflictions 

are upon us, when ſickneſs or pain hath 
* ſeized us, offer not only our own petitions 
to God, but call in others to our aſſiſtan ce, 


— Gifferent nent is the practice of 1 


| Olthe Weis Git. „ 


more indebted to Gol than a whole ue -of 
thanks can repay: 1 ſhall cherefdre only 

point out to you ih general what things we 

are obliged to thank God for, Theſe prin® 

cipally are the things which relate to our 

ſpiritual intereſt and grand concern in 2no- 

ther world. For tlie fame order is to be 

kept in our prayers and in our praiſes; and 

as we are chiefly to pray for ſpiritual bleſs 

fings, ſo it is for them more eſpecially we 
are to give thanks; for our creation, pre- 

ſervation, and all WER tem PIE gs we 


| enjoy. 09 4 


TW ced now to ſpeak eber ue 
propriety of time and place, for the perform- 
ing of this ſpiritual worſhip, together with 
ſome other 1 — and r 


4 it. 


8 We muſt a God, Fury ite 
fore it is naturally neceſſary that we 


ſhould do it ſoinewhere,: in ſome: plate : bay 
now ſeeing fomebody muſt determine - 


this, it is moſt convenient that autho- 
258 ſhould determine it according to the 
3 conve- 


180 o. . Winliy of c Bn Þ 
 conveniency of a neighbourhood. We b 
muſt not do any thing that is natu- 
rally indecent in the worſhip. of God ; 
x | this, authority ſhould reſtrain; but farther 
chan this, I doubt not but the goſpel has 
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left us free; and to this end, that the leſs 
we are tied toexternal obſervances, the more 
intent we ſhould be. upon the ſpiritual and 
ſubſtantial parts of religion, the conform- 
| ing ourſelves to the mind and will of God, 
endeavouring to be like unto God, and to 
have our ſouls and ſpirits engaged i in ob 
duties we perform to him.” 


3 Fi. "a Gees 2 
_ -  ligioniis principally regarded, and men are 
more careful to worſhip God with outward 
pomp and ceremony, than in ſpirit and in 
truth, religion degenerates into ſuperſtition, 
and men embrace the ſhadow, a and let 8⁰ the 
nme 3 


We wok that * God had finiſhed the 
works of creation, which was at the end of 

| fix days, he made the ſeventh a reſting-day 
for himſelf. A day it was of jubilee in hea- 

TO 8 Ven, 
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ven, when the glorious choirs of cherubim 
and ſeraphim ſung in triumph, when the: 


: whole hoſt of heaven tuned their everlaſt- 


ing harps, and all the ſons of God ſhout- 
ed for joy. And in commemoration of his- 


15 ceaſing from his works that day, he inſtitu- 


ted it a day of reſt for ever, calling it his 
ſabbath, and commanding it to be reveren- 
ced and kept OY ag es al Wn : 
tions. . 23 


3 Then ſome hor reaſons whey the 
ſeventh day ſhould be ſanctified; but as 
the compaſs of this diſcourſe will not per: 
mit me to take notice of them, I ſhall only = 

obſerve at preſen t, how neceſſary and con- 
ducive it is to the peace and welfare of hu- 
man ſociety, to aſſemble one day in ſeven, 
mutually to recognize the great author of 


our being, to offer up our joint prayers and 


petitions, and to ſhew forth the loving kind- 
| neſs of the Lord in the courts of his houſe. 
Were we entirely left to ourſelves, and at . 
liberty only to call upon God when we 
pleaſe, in this public and ſolemn manner, 
I am afraid that would be very ſeldom, - 
J 
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ua 0. the ; Way e. . 
as long as weren theſe ine returns 5 


to his houſe, we keep the fear of God freſh 
upon our minds; and 1 need not tell | 
q E you that the fear of God is the only ef. 


fectual reſtraint from evil. This con- 
fies the inclinations of men within due 
bounds, keeps their paſſions under proper 
ſubjection, and curbs every ill deſire, 
Whereas, ſhould men ever loſe that ah} 
ſenſe they have of a God, ſhould they ever 
ec break the bands of religion, and caſt away 
| Its cords from them,” which, alas! would 
too ſoon be the caſe, if we had no public | 
and ftated times for the performance of re- 
ligious offices, every man would follow his 
own inyentions, good or bad, and the great= 
eſt part would ſoon be loſt to a ſenſe of. 
duty : this would create miſerable confu- 
fion and diſorder, and introduce in the 
room of love and peace and harmony, bar- 
barity and diſcord. For as ſoon as men 
ſhould forget their obedience to God, they 
would preſently forget their duty to man, 
and we ſhould be either deſtroying or de- 


ſtroyed one of another. But thanks be ta 
God, 


oe, m if Gul, wiz 
| Gol, we hve public times an ons , | 


„ ſolemn days ſet 


apart for religious ps muy and one in ſe- 


M2 


Let us Gesees roquenly viſit the _ 


ple of the Lord, and worſhip there in 
the beauty of holine Leet us feel a ſecret 


ns upon the ſight 


of a congregation, that are all met upon 


one common intereſt, and who come all to 
partake of the ſame ſpiritual advantages. 
Let us all conſider that we are invited by 
God —— | 
- perſons, but that the-ſame heavenly nutri- 
ment is diſtributed to all alike, In a word, 


of us, and that he makes no c 


let us ſet God always before us, conxerſt 
with him in our cloſets, and we 


in our families; Fhus we ſhall Prepare 


ourſelves for a ſtate. of perfection, and 
| whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call us, by 


received as yolcome mm nn 


of eterni . 


" henfion. © 


PoaLm xiv. 9. 


on FAY Dis c., 


The Lord is good to all : 0 render 
nertiet are over 2 his n wa 
HE 4 ardent: Is written rhe . 
ſuch plain characters in the works of 

ereation and providence, and is ſo frequent - 

ly inculcated in holy ſcripture, that it ſeema / 
to be obvious to the moſt common appre= 

It is eaſier to believe that there 

is no God at all, than that he is not a good 

and gracious Being. But yet this amiable ' 
attribute ſeems to be often miſtaken, 'and 
generally not well conſidered ; and there- 
fore becomes neceſlary to be explained and 
enlarged upon. It muſt proceed in great 
meaſure from the inattention of men to 
_ this og in the Deity, that they love 
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him fo little, and are ſo unthankful to him; 
that they are ſo diffatisfied with their con- 
dition, ſo anxious about future events, and 
truſt ſo little to his care. Did they firmly 
believe that he commands nothing but what” 
is for their benefit, and that obedience to 
his will is the readieſt way to happineſs, 
God would certainly have more faithful and 
affectionate ſervants than at preſent he has. 
The will of God is moſt undoubtedly a- 
greeable to his nature and his acts, and 
therefore if he be kind and bountiful him- 


ſelf, he muſt expect that we ſhould imi- 


tate him in kindneſs and mercy: whence 

is it then but from the want of due reflec- _ 
tion on this, that there is ſo much cruelty ß 
and malignity i in the world. But the worſt 


miſtake of all concerning this divine attri- 
bute is, when men imagine, that God is 
ſo much diſpoſed to mercy, that he will for- 


give the maſt hardened rebellion, and for- 


bear to puniſh the wieked and impenitent. 


The true notion of it, in ſhort is this, that 
it is a diſpoſition in God to communicate 
happineſs to ſuch of his creatures, as are 


capable of receiving, and fit objects of it. 


I 


| pines 10 them, and to beſtow his | 
= 4 ˙ SR 
3 228 er 


S (en be lt . weed the hh ; 
_ canſtaofinfliiing: | | 
ducing evil. ee , 
5 neſs and ane and ill-will; but _ 
FF tion of a ſupreme and al- powerful b 


EAA 
„ of the divine in the works 
| that he hath: made. Large as the 


of creation is, every thing contributes tio | 
the beauty, the order and well-being of the 
whole. Moſt prodigious is the number of 
bring creatures, that riſe in a beautiful 

ſcale of proportions above each other; and 


pet ea 5 ee of choſe has its proper re- 5 
ir is Foe and n „ 1 
dium for animals of the moſt different ſors 
to breathe in, The water nouriſhes the 
earth, and ſupplies it with that radical mot , © 
ſture which is the ſource of yegetation. lo 8 
And the earth by the kindly influence of 3 
the ſun is made very plenteous ;; it is clo- 
thed with eee foods, is ſuset- | 
enced with the fragrancy of "odours, and 
produces fruit of the moſt exquiſite taſte 
and reliſh. Some animals are indeed ſhort- 
lived; but then they are not troubled _ 
the remembrance of any palt hardſhip, - and 
they enjoy the good of the preſent moment 
without any fear of future pain and misfor- -— __ * 
tune, or the gloomy apprehenſions of dean. 
Moſt of theſe inferior creatures miniſter to 
the neceſſity or delight, the ſubſiſtence or 
comfort of man. To know whether the 
earth be ſufficiently ſtored for the fatisfac- "= 
tion of man conſidered as a creature of | 
this world, we need go no farther than 
this, that many are fo much enamoured 


of "y "AE" are — to ſet up their 


hers | 
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| tabernacle here, and defire not to ie any"? 
better country. Moſt men are provided 
with a competent ſhare of the good ang: 
of this life; and the reaſon why all are not 
ſo, is not becauſe God has not made a ſuſſici- 
ent proviſion for all, but becauſe ſome out of 
luxury and pride laviſh more upon them- 
ſelves than need requires, and others 3 
idleneſs and floth neglect to ly up againſt 
a day of neceſſity. Nay, life itſelf, is tec- 
| koned ſo valuable a poſſeſſion, that the poor- 
eſt labourer would chuſe to ſubmit to all 
his drudgery, rather than ceaſe to live. 
4 Truly life and health is ſweet to him, 
and a pleaſant thing it is to ſee the ſun.” _ 
Much the greater part of men are healthy 
and ſtrong, chearful and eaſy, in peace 
and quiet: and thoſe that labour under 
ſickneſs and pain, ſuffer them either from 
their ſtate of imperfection, the natural lot 
of mortality, or for the improvement of 
their virtues, or elſe as a > PURI of 
their ſins. 7 


Man is an intelligent and aQive creature, 
endowed with freedom of will; and this 


9 


* 
3 
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liberty he is capable of abuſing to the prac- 


tice of vice. Therefore to preſerve him from 


utter corruption, and to puniſh him when 

ſo depraved, God has wiſely ordained that 
natural evil ſhall be the conſequence of mo- 
ral evil. Beſides, the matter of which our 
bodies is compoſed: is neceſſarily liable to 
change and decay, and therefore to pain 
and death: and every creature, as ſuch, is 
naturally imperfe&: even the angels them 
ſelves would be liable to fin and miſery, 
and would have their defects, were they 


not preſerved in a ſtate of indefectible ho—-— 


lineſs by the influences of the divine pre- 


ſence, To aſk therefore why God pro- 
duced any creatures whoſe enjoyments 

might be chequered with trouble and ſor- 
row, is to aſk why he produced any intelli- 
gent beings at all. But theſe are far the 


moſt excellent part of his works; and his 


goodneſs is ſufficiently vindicated by his 
putting it in their power, finally and upon 


the whole, to be happy: ſome previous pain 


is generally requiſite to increaſe the plea- 


| ſures of ſenſe, to put men upon their own 
preſervation „ and upon improving and 
| adorn- 


J : IT .., 
„ 4 * 
* - 
. 
. . 


1 if de were no ſuch ching as — 
arts and ſciences would lie neglected, and 
none would labour in the education of 


youth. Want is the great inducement tw = 


the ſeeking out uſeful inventions, and to 
improving them when found. Univerſal 


idleneſs would be the conſequence of uni- 
verſal afluence, and the world would ſoon 


become rude and . 1 . 
prophane. . Fat 


But it bas FO ſtill farther edel, t that . 
if God be ſo good and benevolent a being 
as we repreſent him, how comes it to-paſs 
that there are ſo many poiſonous herbs and 
noxious animals, ſo many earthquakes and 
burning mountains, hurricanes, famines and 
peſtilences? To this we anſwer, that an 
we could not reconcile theſe things to the 
notion of a good creator, it does not fol- 
low that they are not to be accounted- . 
becauſe we are ſhort-ſighted beings, and 
our knowledge * ſtops in the ſurface of 

3. | —_ | 
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tings. Nee obſer 
the uſes of many things are nw found out 


which were not known formerly, and. the. 5 


that make curious . d e e 


of God, in ſome future period of time. 


Many poiſonous herbs are uſeful in phyſic, _ 
and the beſt remedies are often prepared 


from them. Noxious animals are alſo ſer- 


viceable the ſame way ; and by N 


dme poifonous juices out of the earth for 
their ſuſtenance, | perhaps they make the . 


reſt of it more wholeſome. Theſe creat 

have their proper pleaſure and perfection 
as well as others. But the number of them 
is ſmall in compariſon of ſuch as are bene- 
ficial to mankind ; and they may be intend- 
ed to raife in us greater gratitude for the 


many creatures that are uſeful to us. As 
to burning mountains, it has been judici- 


_ ouſly obſerved by a learned divine, that 
ce though thoſe countries where there are 


vulcano's are uſually more or leſs troubled 
with earthquakes, yet were theſe vulca- 
no's wanting, they would be much more 


annoyed with them than now they are.” 


16d deere n 


And 


14 


cauſes . did not find. vent by. 3 
breaking the ſurface of the.e arth, it would 
1 probably ruin the compages of the — 
fabric. ] Hurricanes and thunder clear. the 2 
airy and preps. many contagious and fa- 
indeed very terrible viſitatjons of God's : 
hand. "Theſe are puniſhments | ſent by the 


IT juſt governor. of. the world upon a wicked 


and untoward generation, to awaken them 
from their lethargy of ſin, and to make them 
conſider his almighty power, and inflexible 
5 juſtice. _ Nations ſubſiſt in collective bodies * 
| of ſocieties only in this world, and therefore 
muſt be puniſhed for their public and nati- 


onal ſins here, or not at all. The greateſt 


difficulty i is, that in theſe common calami- 
ties good men ſuffer along with the wick 
ed without diſtinction. But it may be con- 
ſidered, that a nation is more-ſorely puniſh- 
ed in being deprived of its good and uſeful 
members, than i in loſing only thoſe that are 
evil and vicious: that good men are as lia- 
ble to ſuffer by outward impreſſions as o- 


i _ and could not be reſcued from them 
| with 


1 —— encath 
them, there are alſo others of a more ſubs. 
lime and excellent natur which they h ye. 
in common” with angels: The exerciſe” 2 
reaſon in the ſearch: of truth, which” im- 
proves our knowledge and enlarges ot our ca- 
|  pacities of happineſs ; which enables us to 
know the Firſt Great Cauſe, and to diſtin- 
' guiſh between good and evil; to under- 
ſtand our Chief 5954 the diving favour, 
and to embrace and fit ourſelves for it 3 
to diſcover a proper rule of action, and to 
act according to it. Man has alſo the 


| great delight of chearful converſation and 


virtuous friendſhip, which enliyens his heart 
and diſburthens him of his cares ; poliſhes 
his manners, and ſoftens his fivtcet paſſions ; 
calls forth the latent ſeeds of knowledge and 
virtue, and makes him Rudy FAR is 
Vor. 1. o - "_ 
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nay the entertainments of the underftand- 


neth i iron, Þ doth. A. man | ns Tage, uo his ö 
friend * man has the tranſcendent and ; 
alte pleaſure of doing good. In com- 
pariſon of this, the gratifications of ſenſe, 


ing itſelf, are mean and inſignificant; How 
admirably is the goodneſs of God diſplayed 


in conſtituting human nature ſo, that be- 
neficence to our neighbours, which is a 


great part of his duty, yields us the great · 
eſt and moſt ſubſtantial joy. The conſci- a 


couſneſs of having deſerved well of the com- T 


munity is a ſatisfaction near at hand; „ 
man needs but look into his own breaſt, and 
there he finds it. It always appears with T7 


Freſh beauty, upon every new ſurvey. Sen- : 


ſual indulgences give a man no pleaſure i in 
the .remembrance, often much pain; but 
the reflection on having done good and 
acted e is mane” for ever. | 


} 


After all, it W be confeſſed that _ 


lot of man is mixed with much trouble, 


that he has many pains to ſuffer, many diffi- 


culties'to ſtruggle through, and great temp- 


| tations 


eve 


rations to reſiſt. The vegstable trib 
at the higheſt xerfeftion of their natures, 
and animals enjoy the greateſt pleaſures 
they are capable of; but man is originally 
ſo formbd; that without" being Perfectly | 
virtuous, he cannot be perfectly happy. Ie 
remains therefore, that ſince God bid ar 
things in order and 'meafure, the nobleſt 
creature in this lower world, needs not fi- 
nally fall ſhort of a felicity full and ade- 
quate to his faculties; and that there is ano- 
ther ſtate wherein thoſe who have behaved 
themſelves as they ought here, ſhall attain” 
their full conſummation of bliſs both in 
body and ſoul. Were it offered in choice to 
any rational ſpirit that knew ' the various 
ſcenes of this world, whether he would 
immediately ceaſe to be, or be embodied and 
take his chance for a mortal life, and at the 
end of that to be no more; I ſuppoſe he 
would chuſe immediate annihilation. But 
bleſſed be the juſtice and goodneſs of God, 
that is not the caſe. He has appointed us 
a duration not only longer than that of trees 
and animals, but commenſurate to eternity. 


When the glorious light of the ſun ſhall 
O 2 be 
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plate without being weary. Nor ſhall they 


” ble wiſdom, They will alſo have the beſt 
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works of the material world ſhall periſh, 
man (the immortal ſpirit I mean) ſhall till 


live. Nay, when he ſhall have ſubliſted 


more ages "han the world ſhall aſt, he ſhall 
be ſtill as it were but beginning to live; for 


be ſhall ſtill have an eternity before him, 


which is not leſſened by the conſumption 


of years. And we have it in our power to 


attain a happineſs as great as it is laſting. 


| God hath provided for them that love him 
à final place of reſt. He will take them near 


to himſelf, admit them to. ſee his glorious 
preſence, and to enjoy the emanations of 
his infinite perfection. There they will 
have the ſublimeſt employment for theirun- 
derſtanding, on which they may contem- 


proceed with that flow proceſs of 
we do now, but ſhall know the truth 
without weary ſteps, and almoſt by intui- 
tion. Thoſe that could not ſatisfy their 
longings after knowledge here, ſhall then 
freely drink out af the rivers of inexhauſti- 
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and moſt perſect object whereon to exer- 


ciſe theit aſfectiuns. The love and friend - 5 
| ſhip of a good man is delightful even here; 


of juſt men made perfect, how raptirous 
the love of the ſaints in light, where they 


have ſo many perfections to eſteem in euch 


other, without any mixture or allay of 
erl or arch, hag be 
rior orders of angels without envy, and 
love them without jealouſy ; but the moſt 


| bleſſed thing will be the viſion and enjoy- . 
went of God, the firſt ſource of beauty, | 


1 


From dll this it apprars, dive hb: git 
mary notion of God's goodneſs: to man- 
kind is, that he has made them moral 
agents, given them a good meaſure of 
light and knowledge, and a freedom of 


Vvioill, by means of which they are capable 
olf acting 


virtuouſiy, and of attaining hap- 
pineſs ; for virtue is the indiſpenſable con- 
dition on which happineſs will be granted. 


Man is an imperfe& creature, but does not 


ſink into an utter incapacity for virtue at 
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198 the Divine Goodneſts © 
once, or aki Angie eee of Gm: % 
his returning to duty, God waits to be 


gracious to him; while he can and wilt 
repent, God will forgive. But on the cen- 


#% 
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long therefore as there are any hopes of 


trary, he may, and often does plunge ſo 
deep in ſin, and cheriſh the habits of it 
ſo long, that it is morally impoſſible for, 
him to forſake it; when this is the caſe, 
God turns away his face from him, and 


leaves him to the deſtruction he has 
brought upon himſelf. Theſe are the fixed: | 


and unchangeable bounds of the divine 
merey. Pardon is offered, in order to ex- 
cite the penitent to amend his life, but 
not to encourage the obdurate in his im- 


e fc H_e 


Js a 7 


We are not to think that the divine 
mercy is like that temper in man, which 
we call pity, that melts to ſee any perſon. 
in miſery, whether he has deſerved it or 
not. For though this be a real beauty in 
the human frame, as it tends by an in- 
ſtinctive force to ſtir men up to the ſuccour 


of the miſerable, in order to relieve their 


F own 
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own pain; yet it is in itlelf but a. . 
neſs. The miniſters of juſtice teſtrain this 
natural tenderneſs, in condemning male- 
factors to death, or other grievous puniſh- 
ments, and yet they are blameleſs. TO 


think that the Deity may be overcome . 


with the ſighs, the tears, and complainings 
of thoſe who are abandoned to wickedneſs 
and incurably evil, is highly derogatory to 
the purity, the holineſs, and perfection of 

his nature, and therefore _—_ be A very 
NY notion, 
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Wu a few words, all God's RE”. per- 


feections conſiſt in reCtitude, in acting per- 


petually according to the truth, nature and 
reaſon of things. But what more com- 


mon, than for men to bewilder themſelves 


in ſearching for the boundaries between 
divine juſtice and goodneſs? By the one, is 
generally underſtood a communication of 


bleflings; by the other, an infliction of 


judgments and calamities. As if God were 
not equally righteous in both diſpenſations: 


if doing that which is right ard reaſona- 


ble and fit towards his creatures, be moral 


* _ goodneſs | 
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goodneſs in the Deity, 28 


then his goodneſs i is as n yOu 


Cafe as in the other. 5 


Euine and impenitent ſinner to flatter. 


= other for their fears. 


ww 


ſurely it a 
* in obe 


I N 
1 


While the 8 ad the 8 
tious ſhrink and tretnble at the Appreben- | 
ſions. of God's Juſtice, how apt is the an- 


bim 


ſelf with I know not what hopes from bis 
infinite mercy ; whereas, if the true rule 
and principle of the divine conduct was 
duly conſidered by them, the one would 
find no cauſe for his 6 nor the 


9 * * 7 


| . of chis divine at- 
tribute inſpire us with the ſincereſt love, 
the moſt lively affection towards our great 
Creator, our conſtant Preſerver from evil 
and deſtruction, our Redeemer from ſin 
and miſery. As his power and juſtice 
ſhould awaken our fear and reverence, fo. 
his goodneſs, if well attended to, muſt raiſe 
in us the moſt rational ſentiments of love. 
And love will be of a more lafting influ- 
ence, to keep us obedient to the divine 
| . will, 


is waving over our — we are apt in- 
deed to tremble before him, and willing to 
learri righteouſneſs ; but when we learn it 
only from this motiye, we ſeldom perſe- 
vere in the habit of it, when our appre- 
henſions of puniſhment are gone. On the 
contrary, when the goodneſs of God leads 
us to repentance, when a ſenſe of his be- 
nefits draws us with the cords of a man, 
there is good reaſon to hope that our vir- 
produce it, continue too. Becauſe hechold- 
eth our ſoul in life, our footſteps hall 

not ſlip from his paths; decauſe he reach» 
eth forth the arms of his mercy towards us 
in the pardon of our fins, we will * 
fo obdurate a8 e 4 
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£ _ miſſion of Sin. wind 


th 11 
33 XXV. IT. / 


Dor 1 name's ſake, 0 Lord, L in 
ui for a 


N theſe words the Pfalmift 
to forgive his ſin, for his name's ſake, 
or for his own glory. And what greater 
glory can there be to the Supreme Being, 
than to ſnatch à ſinner from the jaws of 
deſtruction, and to number him with the 
ſons of God; to raiſe him from the dregs 


of miſery and pollution, to true and habi- 


tual righteouſneſs, and, in conſequence of 
that, to eternal bleſſedneſs. We think it 
a great thing to deliver a poor mortal, like 
ourſelves, from want and wretchedneſs, and 
to put him, or to help him to put himſelf 
into a tolerable ſubſiſtence, which may laſt 
but 


— 
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but for a few years. Greater glory we © 
have not than this, except we can * reſcue - 


a ſinner From. the evil of his way, and 


tine a ſoul from death.“ But "though | 


we may be the humble x near of bringing 
the wicked to repentance, yet it is God 


who forgives; ; it is he who cleanſes them 
from ſin, it is he who conſtitutes the bliſs 


of glorified natures, of everlaſting intelli- 
gences, Mercy, as it is on earth the moſt 
godlike perfection of which the heart of 
man is capable, ſo it is in heaven the very 
crown of all the bleſſed attributes in the 
2 eternal PIR and . | 


* " 
* # 


All the ks of creation Wk the 


riches of the divine bounty, all the diſ- 


penſations of providence ſpeak him propi- 
tious and gracious to all but the wilful 


and daring ſinner, and e and 


patient even towards him. 


1 og Keie t chains and aww. 


of generoſity and goodneſs, which he has 


ſown in human nature, ſufficiently inſtruct 


us what perfections enrich and adorn the 


divine 


1 8 * 4 — 
1 24 4 NJ 
1 | p : a 


Avine mind. Mer i, this notion 6 0% 
leſs conſonant to revelation than it is to. 
reaſon ; when Moſes defired to fer the 
Flory of God, . the Lord paſſed by, and 
proclaimed himſelf The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, lech. 
ing, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, 
forgiving iniquities, tranſgreflion and fin.” 
And in the text, For thy name's fake, 
Ef Lord, pardon * Te for it bs 


* * 2 
F 


Not Able h the greatneſs 
of the fin an inducement with God to 
pardon it; but it is therefore mentioned 
as having the more need of pardon, and. 
| becauſe, though the fin might be ON 
e eee, 


We can hardly hoppole that an offender 
will apply for 1 unleſs he be 
deſirous to repent; nor will that forgive- 
neſs be extended to him, unleſs he does 
aQually repent. When this was the caſe, 
when they were really and fincerely peni- 
bent, the beat of faners hare found 
mercy. 


| dn the Reniſin of Bi 20g 


deſtruction, and crowned him with mercy 


and loving-kindnefs,” Mnalith, who had. 
deen a great idolater, and had drawn Ju- 
dah into the ſame tranſgreſfion, who for 


| his abominable iniquities was carried cap» 


tive to Babylon, who was not worthy to 
behold the height of heaven, for the mul- 


titude of his ſins; yet when, in ſincere 
repentance, he addreſſed himſelf to him 
_ whoſe anger is inſupportable, but his mer- 


_ Ciful promiſe immeaſurable and unſearch- 
able; then God, who is the God of them 


that repent, ſhewed all his goodnefs to 


him, and ſaved him though unworthy, 


cording 65 his gin een, 


Mary Magdalen, out of whim! were caſt | 
ſeven devils, who was confeſſedly and no- 


toriouſly a ſinner, yet, upon her faith, 
which worked by love, and was made per- 


E 


Did, the author of the pm, 
en rg bo ogar'n of adultery 
and murder, was not conſigned - over to 
deſpair, but lived to © bleſs God for all his 
benefits, who forgave all his fin and healed 
all his infirmities, who faved his foul from 


** 


87 o. . D 


and cordial acceptance with her en 
Her ſins, which were many,” were for- 


; 5 5 
M ob Bonds 


I her, for ſhe loved _ a cee 


. M$ + 17 


And Saint peter, (to name! no 10 more) che 


warm and affectionate apoſtle, though fore - 


warned by Chriſt of his danger, yet pre- 
ſuming upon his own ſtrength, throwing 
| himſelf in the way of temptation, and mix- 
ing with infectious company in the high- 
prieſt's hall, denied his Saviour, denied 
him in his own preſence, denied him with 
oaths and imprecations. Vet our bleſſed 
Lord gave him a look reminding him of 
his duty, a look of compaſſion for his ſing 

5 and Peter retired into a ſolitary place, to 
give vent to his grief and bitter anguiſh; 
there he laid the foundation of that repent- 
ance which afterwards grew into a glorious 
building; there he reſolved to become, and 


afterwards did really become, one of the 
greateſt champions of that Jeſus whom: Ne 


| had denied. 


1 mention theſe inffencey' to excite in 


* — = who " may be great 
ſinners, - 


ft by charity; found a _ free pardot . 


1 
f 
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finners, comfortable 1 of becoming 


7 blen — 
ance as need not be repented of.“ And 1 
deſire you will particularly obſerve, that 


the perſons I have mentioned, who after 
great crimes, met with a gracious: and 
abundant pardon, repented in good time, 
while their faculties were equal to the 
great works while: eee 


viour mig 


 curning ta; God, — 
ſickneſs or age had enfeebled them, till 
their feet ſtumbled upon the dark moun- 


tains, and death was laying bis cold hand 


upon them. Alas ! what can it then avail | 
to groan in anguiſh of ſpirit for thoſe ſins, 
which poſſibly they would, but can no 


longer practiſe; what can it avail to cry 


mightily to that God, whom they had for- 


gotten days without number, whoſe com- 


| mands they had neglected, and whoſe or- 


dinances they. had deſpiſed. ' 


B ut we who are better ral n ed, LF ü 
4 remember Our Creator lon 9 before : ſuch | 
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| eforinacion-na boppineſs' of = FR 1 
a truth founded in the divine nature. This 
cuts off all temptation to deſpair, in all 


tl 0. T? * > Crduſh 
bad. bages, . the we — 
the conſideration of the divine goodriefs 


might have power to ſoften the moſt ob- 
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but ſuch who are not only wieked, but re. 
ſolve to continue ſo; for who that will re- 


pent, can deſpair, when he is ſure that 


the mercy of God is as boundleſs as hs 
majeſty ? But is not God holy as well a 


graciops, is he not juſt as well as merci- 


ful ? and may not theſe attributes as eaſily 


diſcourage as the other invite the finner? 


J anſwer, that the juſtice and holineſ of | 
God ought indeed to be à terror to the 
wicked, but not to the penitent. 'They © 
behold obſtinacy with a threatening aſpect, 
but repentance with a mild and propitious 
one. Ty from the holineſs of God an 

5 | N humble 


2 he lie to-do well,” he becomes the | 


object ol bw Where r 
mercy: be wanting to pa 
dus Lore Joveth' righteouſneſs,” , 


deli of merey, rege Gogh: 
and juſtice. of God, unleſs 


being ever able to change 5 life and is = 
forſake his ſins. And no man can deſpair. 


of this, if he conſiders that God is a holy? 
- re for enn baude re and muſt 


ee Wille ee ee. ait the: 


_ endeavours. of a r 
tue, and promo dtc 


argument: “ If ye, being evil, know how : 
to give good gifts ta your children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give 
his holy Spirit to them that aſk him?“ 
Mei And 


don him; “ for 


ö dine ads : 
of his Spirkaaatiinh | is our Saviour's own: 


n 
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gation to his juſtice, or any diminution of 
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It ſhews us how it comes to paſs, that 
through the ſacrifice of the blood of Chi 

the great governor of the world is at li- 

to extend the riches of his merey to 

all but the obſtinate, without any dero 


the majeſty of his government, CY autho- 
rity of his laws. In one w che goſ- | 
pel breathes nothing but pardon to the 


itent; this was what John the | 
this was what Chriſt himſelf preached, and: 


this was what he gave in nn oy 


Chrif,” and allthis in order "the re 
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ſaid and 00 under the OW T 


and the New, to aſſure ſuch as will repent, 


of God's readineſs to pardon them; yet in 


ſome, the greatneſs of their 3 or the 


artifice of their ſpiritual enemies, diſorders 
their underſtanding, and | ſtaggers their faith, 
And it is not unuſual to meet with Tuch 


doubts and deſpondences as theſe; sf RM 
willing to repent, I earneftly deſite to do 7 


ſo ; but will God be reconciled to ſuch a 
Lance oh I am? will he beſtow his grace 


upon one who has ſo often received it in 


vain, on one who has ſo often deſpiſed 
his word, and quenched bis Spirit?” To 


ſuch a one I anſwer, If the greatneſs of 
thy ſins affright thee, there never was Ture 
a greater than the crucifixion of the Son 


of God, and yet even for that was re- 
pentance accepted. When being convinced 
and wounded to the heart, they cried out 
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And. be 
you che mercies of the Lord, methinks 


ſoul ſo 


infidels, ma 
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20 juſtice, when x man is. 


might reaſonably 
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ſus « Chriſt, for. dbe pe. 


from the long - uffering a 
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nom baving at large ſet 


upon you, that 


obdurate as to reſiſt the 


- 


may brave the terrors of 


Bow 


ſolations „ of che goſpel, * « Re- t 
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of God. Some there are, $a are hare 
dened even by judgments, and become caly 
lous under affliction; ; and ſome one. among 
A thouſand of thoſe. who have. lived like 


HP 
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| and 2 ar in aying hard: but _ 


33 


the gracious e of | ds loving- 


kindgeſs, ſhould melt even nn in- 
ally 3 Fe 


. "# "hes 


A 3 


Let 1 us than: acct ith dh . 
ſuffering God has waited for our reforma- 


tion, how he has reprieved us from day 


to day, and from year to year; how often 
we have entered” upon vows" and reſoly- 
tions of a better obedien | 
they have been performed hitherto and 


, and how ill 


let the goodneſs of God have it's proper 


— 1 us, let it © lead us to repent- 
Then, though our fins have - 
brows as ſcarlet, ' they ſhall be white as 


ſnow; though they have been red like 


cry Gep' thall be as wool.” Fw 
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deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
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HE great ſubject of our 1 wen and 
love in the redemption of man is, 
that the Son of God vouchſafed to give 
himſelf for us. Had he ſent us an angel 


only, one of thoſe miniſters of his court, 


who hear his wiſdom, and ſee his glory, 
with a meſſage of reconciliation to man- 
kind, this would have been an act ef grace 
which we ought to have thankfully ac» 


knowledged, © 5 


» 


But ſuch is the purity and holineſs of 
God, and ſo heinous a thing is Au, 


WY 


4 the "my | 
degree that be loves his only-begotten Son. 
n his juſtice, 
as well as a means to bring his laws into 
t er ae, eee edge | 


It would have been a ſtain upbn hi 


made him for the dif- 


honous they have done his e _ 72 5 
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Bot no angel could have offered bees 


atonement precious enough to remove his 


diſpleaſure, and recover his favour to ſuch 


malefactors as we are. It is much to be 


queſtioned, whether he could have prevail 


_— — — — ——— 


ſince the beſt argument for that, is 
aſſured hopes of pardon, which no He 


could have beſtowed ; or if he could have 
induced us to repent, yet how could he 


have cancelled our obligation to puniſh- 
ment for our paſt ſins? The doing our 
duty now is a preſent debt; and the pay- 


ing of one debt cannot make amends for | 


the non- performance of another, - 


\ F oh win ; l It 
* * 4 0 8 


pou e infinite. ee behall, 
that could reſcue us from miſery, and . 

ſtore us to a ſtate of grace and bleſſedneſs. 
He _ could min a fall: and ſufficient 


F ather an ge png that ſalvation 
: which he r the world. For in con- 
of the. divine nature with the eee, a 
thing he tranſacted for us received an ad- 
dition of infinite value; and though he 
ſuffered as man, yet he made his oblation 
for our ſins, and offered the price of re. 
demption to the F ather, as e NY 


Thoſe therefore that are , pe- 
nitent, and really lead a new life, need 
no longer deſpair for the number or black⸗ | 
neſs of their crimes, ſince they have the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and the all-power- 
ful interceflion of God the Son, to make 
their peace, and enſure their acceptance. 


But though the price that Chriſt hath 
paid for our redemption is ſufficient, ſtill 


had: brought upon ourſelves. | "mY 


Should it not then 1 ad us the 
| greateſt reverence for God, the moſt awful 
| ſenſe of the ſupreme obligation of his laws, 
and the moſt effectual hatred and horror for 
ſin, to conſider that nd leſs an expiation for 
it was allowed than the blood of the Son. of 
God? Should it not make us tremble at our 
eſcape (if we do eſcape). to think that no- 
thing but an almighty hand could ſnatch us 
from the ruin which hung over our heads? 
Should it not raiſe our love and gratitude 
to the higheſt pitch, that when we lay in 
the moſt forlorn condition, and no other 
- eye pitied us, no other friend was able to 
| ſuccour us, our bleſſed Saviour condeſcend- 
ed, out of his great affection for our ſouls, 
and defire of our r happineſs, to * himſelf - 
fo | 


f For us, tk had edi our way | 
before him, ho had loſt the reliſh for 


| 8 


* 7 1 


CR 


heaven, ; were e ſunk ee nas” - 
for us who had forgotten the principles 
5 ritual life, and were t dead in treſ- 
2 and ſins ; for us who were ſo far 
from applying to him for his afliſtance, that 
wee could never have conceived ſo ſtupend- 
ous a mercy, had not he himſelf revealed 
und perfected it; for us who had withdrawn | 
our allegiance from our Maker, had revol» 
ted to his adverſary, and taken pay 18 
our own e | 57g 


8 


f ju 


wt Wurde for a As man ( faith a the : 
apoftle) would one die; but peradventure 
for a good man, for à generous, a kind 
and charitable man ** ſome friend would 
even dare to die. But herein was the love 
of God magnified towards us, that while 
we were enemies to him by wicked works, 
Chriſt died for us.” Many have devoted 
their lives in the ſervice of their country, 

or for the ſake of perſons particularly dear 
to them, but to die for enemies is a height 
MOT: which no mere man ever a 


* 


ed: chis was the pectin che e of | 


A . hould | further 9 thid 
benevolenice of our Lord to us, is, thut he 
paſt the fallen arigels by, and left them to 
the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, creatures 
that had filled more 
had been poſſeſt of greater endownients and 
capacities than we; but he tobk compat- 
fion upon fallen man, hay he even wok 
upon him human nature, and became our 
merciful high- prieſt, being touched with 


a fellow-feeling of our infirmities, and both 
able and willing to ſuccour thoſe that are _ 


: ſtations, and 


tempted, ſince he himſelf was alſo temp» - 


ted in all points as we are, bit without 


guilt and puniſhment of ſing but from the 


dominion of it; not only © blotted out the 


hand-writing that was: againſt us, nailing 
it to his croſs,” but purchaſed: for us the 
Holy Spirit, to dwell-in- and to purify our 
| hearts : < for this purpoſe was the Bon of 


—— Oo. 
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| —_ of the dell, deren ene L 
ſelf a peculiar people zealous of good | 
works: we are no longer to ſuffer. fin to 
reign in our mortal bodies, becauſe we are 
bought with a price; but we muſt (e glorify 3 
God ih our body, and in our ſpirit, . which 
are God's.“ As if the apoſtle had ſaid, Ne I 
| ſides the duty we owe to Gdd as: our Creas 
tor and preſerver, he has acquired a ſtill 
ſtronger right, as he is our Redeemer ; and 
| we ſhall now be more. incxcuſably guilty, if 
we rob him of that by an injurious defec= - 
3 is on many accounts ſo n 


* 


| Be rom theſe PIE of ſeri pture * 
it appears, that we have no farther title to 
the former part of Chriſt's redemption, 
namely, a deliverance from eternal miſery, 
and a reverſionary inheritance 'in heaven, 
than as we have a ſhare in the latter, in 
being redeemed from all iniquity, and living 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the pre-' 
ſent world.” In vain may we pretend to be 
his peculiar people,” in vain may we call 

„ | - him 


: 4 
* i 
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accom rr Gd, or rather zer 
tally do we deceive NY ES 
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give us, .ag we 5 5 1 to re 
or call ourſelves, we are no farther chriſ- 
tians than as ] ſincerely, though not per 
fectly, [keep the commandments of Chrift! 
Infirmities and frailties indeed we ſhall 
ſtill have; but unleſs we walk with an ho- 
neſt heart before him, unleſs we endeavour 
with all our might to refine ourſelves from 
the droſs of fin, and cultivate every grace 
and virtue of” d gs we" are he af na 
means of: OY W er 1 1 


: I 3x ** 0 
od " 2 Ya * 7 » Þ 4 s E $ 


1 63 4 \F 6 4175 


A | Jae And cht fn be ks 
tire | e as ſoon as any perſon was 
guilty of à crime, of a great and ſcan- 


dalous offence, he was immediately cut off 


ae We a W 
| Rored till by his ſubſequent behaviour he 


| had given good proofs of his contrition and 
. ene, : 


but ee deere reigning powers, few 
embraced it but out of reaſons of conviction 
and a real deſign to act up to their-profeſ- 


|  fion. Theſe things preſerved the church 
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d mining lights 4 in the 0 44 0 wee 
2 then, ſuch excellent patterns of 

_ and purity, of probity and meek - 
neſs, of piety and fortitude, that their reli- 
gion propagated itſelf far and wide, not- 
withſtanding the W N and N 


A ui a 


But lah e and probe flowed ints 
the church, men began to receive the faith 
of Chriſt out of a view to ſecular advan- 
tages, and the zeal and holineſs of former 


times abated : for men that want moral ho- 


neſty, and are really of no religion at all, 


[| Loy nt profeſs themſelves of that 1 


. 


ein Relemphion: 1 


5s in falhion; and thereby do it no little 
diſhonour. According to the prophetic pa; 


rables of our Lord, which repreſent the 


church under the figure of © a net which 


was caft- into the ſea, and gathered fiſhes 


of many kinds, ſome good and ſome bad, 


and of © a field,” in which, though good 


ſeed was only ſown, yet tares grow up 
with the wheat promiſcuouſly. But when 
the Lord of the harveſt ſhall come, the 


angels who are his reapers, ſhall ſeparate 


the tares from the wheat, the falſe pro- 
feſſors from the good chriſtians, and they 


will gather the wheat wr into their Lord's . 


At preſent the tares are fuffered to grow 


up with the wheat, leſt if they be root- 
ed up, the wheat ſhould be damaged 'by 
it : The intereſts of the righteous and the 
wicked are ſo complicated and blended here, 
either by relation or blood, or by the in- 
tercourſe of buſineſs, that if the wicked 
were deſtroyed in this world, the innocent 
would en xs 5 22 with _ Be- 


ſides, 


7 


ſides, if duch grie vous ee as 11 


men deſerve, ſhould always preſently over. 


take them in this. life, the earth would be- | 


come ſuch a ſcene of horror as to be unfit 
for men of tender and mercif ul dif] ſpoſuions | 


to live 1 in. 


Ll t 


" Por this reaſon as well as for manyothers, 
the regular diſtribution of rewards and pu- - 


niſhments is reſerved for a future day. The 22 
pale of the church is now ſo wide, and the 


depravity of the times ſo great, that eccle- ' 
ſiaſtical cenſures cannot be ſo ſtrictly exe- 
cuted as they were in the infancy of chriſti- 
anity without more harm than benefit. But 
though all notoriouſly bad men and hypo- 


crites are not at preſent ſeparated from the 
ſociety of the church, this will but little | 


avail them; ſince without an effectual re- 
formation of their lives, they will certainly 
be excluded from the kingdom of heaven, 
and the company of juſt men made per- 


fect: when their compaſſionate Saviour 
himſelf, who ſhed his blood to redeem them, 


ſhall fay even to thoſe that have eaten and 


drank. 1 in . * and propheing and 
| Work- 
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worked miracles in his name, but obeyed. 
not the truth, Depart from, me, I never 
knew you, ye workers of ON P 


Tono purpots may men 1 to be ſaved 
by relying on the merits of Chriſt alone, or 
by faith without good works. For Chriſt 
did not die that we might not repent, but 
that we might repent and be accepted. 
He will perform his part of the covenant, 
and make good his promiſe of ſalvation to 
us; but it is upon condition of our doing 
our part, and we muſt be zealous of good 
works,” before we can be holy, before we 
can be happy. He will ſend his Holy 
Spirit to comfort and aſſiſt us in our pilgri- 
mage, but then we muſt co-operate with 
him, and with his good motions. We ſhall 

enter into our Maſter's joy, but not with- 
cout ſubmitting to his righteous commands. 

If ye love me (faith he) keep my com- 
mandments; and if ye know theſe things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.“ 


When it is ald that ce we ſhall be ſaved 
by believing on Jeſus Chriſt ;” by believ- 
* L. 1. 2 ing 


RS way on the 
ing on him 4 is meant a receiving him in 5 
all his offices, as our prophet to inſtruct 

and lead us in the right way, as our prieſt 
to make an atonement for our ſins, and as 
our king to rule and govern us. An ill life 
is a virtual infidelity, a denying in our 
deeds what we pretend in our words. Self 
flattery is the moſt general ſource of fin; ; 
a ſaying © we ſhall proſper, though we 
walk in the imagination of our own hearts,” 
a groundleſs ſoftening of our guilt, and ex- 
culing it to ourſelves : for it is not eaſy to 
commit any great fin with true and ſtrong 
impreſſions of our duty and its en 
upon our minds. 


| Wherefore let us in well-doing look with | 
comfort for that bleſſed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, even our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf, a pecu- 
lar people, zealous of good works.” 
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SER MON XV. 


The Qualities of Chriſt as Mediator 
and Redeemer. | 


'CoLlos81aNns i. 14. 


In Abe we have redemption through bis 


blood, even the Forgiveneſs off . 


E paul is this epiſtle with en - 


\J mendation of the Coloſſians for their 
fruitfulneſs under the means of grace, for 
their faith in Chriſt Jeſus, which was a 


principle of holineſs in them, and for the 
love which they bore to all the ſaints. And 


| theſe things, he tells us, were grounded 
upon no variable or uncertain foundation, 


but upon the hope which was laid up for 
them in heaven. And therefore with the 
moſt ſincere piety he prays, © that they 
might ſtill continue to increaſe in divine 


knowledge, and to grow in all the virtues of 
Q 2 the 
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the goſpel, and graces of the ſpirit ; being 
ſtrengthened with a might according to 


his glorious power.” Then in a ſublime, 


but unaffected ftrain of devotion, which 
nothing but true religion can inſpire, be 
pays his acknowledgments to God, the au- 
| thor of © fo great ſalvationꝰ to him and 


them, and to all mankind : He gives thanks 


unto the Father, who hath made us meet 
I 


to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints 


in light.“ Who by calling us to faith and 


repentance and a new obedience, hath fitted 
us for the ſociety of pure ſpirits, and the 
happineſs of heaven; hath delivered us from 


the power of darkneſs, from the reign of ido- 
latry, and the many vices and brutal luſts 
that prevailed in the world before the com- 
Ing of our Saviour; and hath tranſlated us 


into the kingdom of his dear Son: * In 


whom we have redemption through his 


blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins. A ſuffi- 
cient ranſom is paid, and his ſacrifice of a- 
tonement is accepted for the ſins of the 


| whole world. The benefit of that merito- 


rious ſacrifice ſhall indeed be placed only 


to the account of { uch as obey him ; for he 
| did 


2 
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did not come to fave us in our ſins, (our 


great and crying ſins, I mean,) but from 


our ſins; he will deliver us from the puniſh- 
ment of them, on condition that we do our 


part, to deliver ourſelves from their domi- 


nion. A pardon, is proclaimed under the 
ſeal of his Blood to tranſgreſſors of the di- 
vine laws, and rebels againſt the divine au- 
thority, not ta ſuch as reſolve ſtill to con- 
tinue ſo, but to thoſe that are penitent, and 
willing to return to duty. However, in his 


deſire and deſign the extent of the redemp- 
tion is general; “he would have all men 


be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth,” He hath laid down a price equi- 


valent to ſo great a purchaſe, even his pre- 
cious blood; and if we will not make good 
our title to it by conforming to the eaſy 
terms he has propoſed,” our blood is upon 


our own heads, and it is our own fault that 
we periſh. =; 


And leſt any of us ſhould be inclined to 
doubt of the veracity of this meſſage, and 
the certainty of this ſalvation, the apoſtle 


proceeds to inform us, that Chriſt our me- 


wy diator 
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diator was an agent every way equal to 0 
great a work, ſince he is the image of the 
. ng God, the firſt- born of every crea- 
ture.” Tn vain would the Socinians argue 
Rum theſe words, that our Saviour was a 
creature and born, and conſequently not 
God : for the words are to be underſtood 
of the eternal generation of the ſecond per- 
ſon in the bleſſed trinity before all ages and 

| all creatures: beſides, to be the firſt- 
born,” or to be made the firſt-born, in ſcrip- 
ture language very often implies only ſove- 
reignty and dominion. This appears plain- 
ly from that remarkable paſſage in the 
Ixxxix Pſalm, where God is introduced 
faying of David, (who there and in 
many other places is a type of Chriſt) 
« Alſo I will make him my firſt-born, 
higher than the kings of the earth.” For 
if we take the words literally, it is not true 
that David was the firſt- born of God. The 
true meaning is this, that David was parti- | 
cularly dear to God, and by him made a 
ſovereign prince over many kings and nati-. 
ens. And by parity of reaſon, here, after 
my text, when it is ſaid that © Chriſt is the 
8 5 firſt⸗ 
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fuirſt-born of every creature,” it does not 
ſignify that he is a creature, but that he is 
the ruler and Lord of all creatures, 


Had o our r Saviour kv cats a creature 
(as the adverſaries of our faith would have 
him to be) he could not have merited for- 


giveneſs nor ſalvation, at the hands of God 


for us. For no created being can merit 
happineſs for others. The greater abilities 
any creature is veſted with, and the more ex- 
alted virtues it is. poſſeſſed of, the more it is 


indebted to God who gave them. So far 


is it from being able to claim any thing for 


others from him, that it owes all that it 
has to his bounty and favour. If God 


ſhould command the moſt innocent man 
upon earth to lay down his life, it would 
be his duty to do ſo, but he could merit no- 


thing by it: and if he ſhould pretend to do 


it uncommanded, it would be a vain and 
«. 1 . o 
raſh preſumption in him. Since therefore 


_ Chriſt has paid the price of our redemption, ; 
has bought us with his blood, and procured 


eternal ſalvation for us, he certainly muſt 
be God as well as man, otherwiſe, he could 


24 not 
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not have accompliſhed. fo great an under- 
taking, but would have been baffled and de- 


feated by the powers of darkneſs, in at- 
tempting to redeem a world. And that he 
actually is God, is very evident from what 


by follows in this ſame chapter. 
„For by him were all things created that 


are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: 


all things were created by him and for him. 


And he is before all things, and by him al! 
things conſiſt.” We need not doubt, in the 


leaſt, .of his divinity, becauſe he produced 
all things out of nothing ; becauſe he is not 
only the Firſt Cauſe, but all things were 

made for him? as their chief end, i. e. for 


his glory ; and becauſe he ſtill continues to 
uphold the world in being and good order 
by his power and providence, for by 


ll things conſiſt,” 


Now, this is our great comfort, and full 


aſſurance of faith, our glory and triumph, 
that he who has redeemed us with his blood, 
he who has publiſhed glad _— of par- 


don, 


: 
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don, upon our repentance, and he who has 
promiſed to aſſiſt us in working out our 
ſalvation by the mighty power of the Spirit, 
is God. We are therefore ſecure that our 
| honed will not be fruſtrated, nor our ex- 
pectation cut off; but if we be faithful to 
the holy covenant made in his blood, he 
will moſt aſſuredly keep and perform his 
part of it. He will purge the penitent ſoul 
from all the ſtains of corruption, and be- 
ſtow a crown of everlaſting felicity upon 
his W and n ſervants. 


Our Saviour had pb of his own 
wherewith to redeem us (which no mere 
creature can have); he was able out of his 
own ſtock, to make a valuable compenſa- 
tion to the offended juſtice of his Father; 
he had “ power to lay down his life, and 
he had power to take it again.” As God, 
indeed, he neither did, nor could ſuffer 
any thing ; he ſuffered as man ; but then 
the union of the divine nature with the 
human, added infinite luſtre and value to 
whatever he did or ſuffered in it. In his 
office of our Mediator and Redeemer, he 
7 ES = 
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Trinity, as God. Even in temporal af- 
fairs, the dignity of the perſon always en- 


| hances the weight of a mediation ; ſo the 


interpoſition of a king will be accepted, 


where that of a private man would not be 
regarded. And in ſcripture,' the merit of _ 
Chriſt's ſacrifice is frequently aſcribed to 


the dignity of his godhead. So Heb. ix. 14. 
« How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 


who through the eternal Spirit, offered him- 


ſelf without ſpot to God, purge your con- 


ſcience from dead works to ſerve the living 


God.” Who being the brightneſs of the 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of 
his perſon, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, purged (or expiated) 
our fins.” And in another place, he charges 


the elders of Epheſus to feed the church 


of God, which he bath purchaſed with his 


_ own blood.” Thus God was in Chriſt, ; 


reconciling the world to himſelf,” 
5 


4s | : | 15 Perhaps 


added as both God and man; and there 
fore, though he ſuffered as man, he made 
his offering to the firſt perſon in the bleſſed - 


as Mullate ond Rober, OY 
e it will be ſaid, How could the 


merits of Chriſt be' imputed to us, and our 
iniquities be laid upon him? am I any bet- 
ter man for what another ſuffers for me? or 
if I commit a fin, „ 
for me, and I be clear? 


Hane ie wan Mee Si Wh 
diſſemble it) that perſonal merit or demerit 


cannot be transferred, righteouſneſs or guilt 


cannot be ſhifted from one to another; but 
the reward of virtue, or the puniſhment of 
ſin, may certainly be transferred from one 


to another, without any abſurdity or breach 


of juſtice, provided it be done with the con- 


ſent of each party concerned, and provided 


the perſon who ſuffers for us, or makes over 
his reward to us, has a good right and power 


ſo to do. And why might not our Lord do 


this? why might he not do what he would 
with his own, with what he was originally 
poſſeſſed of, and with what he had earned 
| ſo dear? He ſaw us lie forlorn and hopeleſs 
in our fins, and obnoxious to eternal mi- 
ſery; he was willing to relieve us ; he pro- 


ns to his F ather' to take upon him our 
| fleſh, 
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fleſh, to ſhew therein a pattern of perfect | 
goodneſs, and to ſuffer a painful and igno- 
minious death, in order to atone for our 
fins, to reſcue us from their unhappy con- 
ſequences, and open a way to life and im- 
mortality, to as many as ſhould believe and 
repent.' The Father freely accepted this 
overture, and for this valuable conſidera- 
tion forgave the paſt ſins of the penitent, 
remitted their puniſhment, and promiſed 
them an inheritance in glory, for the ſake 
of his well-beloved Son. Where is there 
any thing in all this that — with * | 


or reaſon | x 


It muſt be 3 that God can- 
not eſteem us more, or look upon us to be 
better than we are on account of what his 
Son has done, but ſtill he may regard us 
with an eye of greater favour and kindneſs 

on that account. We muſt © bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance,” and do works 
worthy of our holy faith, before it will 
avail us. But then we are to conſider, that 
Chriſt has done every thing conſiſtent with 


the liberty of our will to bring us to that 
. 
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| repentance, and that purity of life and 
heart. We are to conſider alſo, that, where- 
as it was not certain, before the ſatisfaction 
of Chriſt, whether God would pardon the 
| ſins of men upon repentance, or not (ſince 
he might juſtly require a ſincere obedience 
through the whole courſe'of a man's life, 
for the time paſt, as well as the time to 
come, for obedience in one period could 
not ſupply the want of it in another): 

now forgiveneſs of our ſins, through the 
blood of Chriſt, is aſſured to our faith, 

upon returning to our duty and allegiance 
to him, though our tranſgreſſions have been 
of ever ſo deep a dye, or ever ſo long con- 

tinued. i 

In the mean time, God did not want 
goodneſs and mercy, to have forgiven us 
without any price of redemption, but it 
was not conſiſtent with his wiſdom to do 
ſo. „Had he proclaimed a free pardon to 
penitent ſinners, without any mark of his 
diſpleaſure againſt ſin, without any ſatis- 
faction made to his authority as a law- 
giver, or his Juſtice as a judge, this would 
have 
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ie tempted men to continue in 1 4 
thinking he had not much averſion to it, 
and to hope an eaſy compromiſe with him, 
notwithſtanding, at laſt. But now, when 
he does not forgive even ſuch as forſake 
their ſins, but on account of the blood of 
Chriſt ; when they ſee ſo much innocence 
and majeſty ſuffer ſo ſeverely in their ſtead; 
when they ſee themſelves delivered by an 
expedient ſo amazing as the death of the 
Son of God; it muſt certainly inſpire 
them with the higheſt reverence for the 
divine laws, the greateſt horror for fin, the 
ſtrongeſt reluctance to cloſe with a temp- 
tation, and the warmeſt gratitude for their 
dear Redeemer, whom they have coſt ſo 
much, whoſe ſide their iniquities have 
pierced, and whoſe heart their tranſgreſ- 
ſions have wounded. Surely no allure- 
ments of gain or pleaſure, nor any terrors 
of pain, ſhould draw us from our duty, 
when it appears that God hates ſin even 
as much as he loves his * 


Son. 


10 


„e 


the Jews, that without | ſhedding of 
blood there was no remiſſion, and ac- 
cordingly they offered the blood of bulls 
and goats,” which could not take away 
fins, nor had any profit in it, any far- 
ther than as it was a type and refem- 
blance of the ſacrifice of Chriſt : the ſame 
opinion, that the Deity was not to be 
propitiated without ſacrifice, which was 
to bear a puniſhment in the room of the 
offetider, obtained among the heathen, in- 
ſomuch, that they often ſacrificed their 
ſons and daughters, and * gave their firſt- 
born for their tranſgreſſion, the fruit of 
their body for the fin of their ſoul.” At 
once therefore to take away this unna- 
tural cuſtom and impious rite, and to pro- 
vide a ſufficient oblation and ſatisfaction 
once for all, he was pleaſed to give his 
own Son for a propitiation for our fins, 
who is able to fave to the uttermoſt them 


that come unto God by him, fince he 


ever liveth to make interceſſion for us.” 
e But now, once in the end of the world, 


(faith the apoſtle: to the Hebrews) i. e. 4 
. the 


It was an eſtabliſhed principle among 1 


240. The Quaid t 
the laſt a Ne or diſpenſation of the OY : 


hath Chriſt appeared to pur away ſin Go : | 
the Genera —— , ils lad 


| Conſidering the: infiolts; Shar the 
majeſty; and innocence of his perſon, it 
may properly enough be ſaid, that none 
of the ſons of men ever endured ſuch wn 
and undeſerved ant as our Lan 


But bis will ſome Fen Was not this : a. 
more heinous thing, a greater outrage upon 
virtue and innocence, than all the human 
ſacrifices that were ever offered, that the 
holy, harmleſs, and undefiled Son of God, 
ſhould die for a number of guilty wretches, 
whodid not thank him for it? We anſwer, 
That it was no outrage, no heinous thing, 
becauſe it was done with his own conſent; 
he voluntarily ſubmitted to it, and choſe 
It, for the ſake of a greater good, viz. to 
deliver innumerable: ſouls from death, to 
provide for the eternal welfare of a world; 
and that he might, in his human nature, 
be exalted to the right-hand of God, there 
to be the protector and governor of the 

church, 
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church, and its judge at the laſt uy An 
action productive of ſo much happineſs, 
cannot but be moral and virtuous, and 
good in the higheſt degree, In the mean 
time it was ſo ordered, that the life of 
our Lord ſhould be taken by the hands of 
wicked men, who were anſwerable for their 
crime, God being able to bring good out 
of evil, and taking occaſion by the villainy 
of men, to forward the gracious POPs 
of his PRE PE 


Laftly, It is edel that the e 
of Chriſt's ſacrifice cannot conſiſt with the 
freedom of the divine grace, for if it was 
ſufficient, he was obliged to accept it. 

And yet we are ſaid to be faved and 
juſtified freely.” To this I reply in one 
word, How was God obliged to admit it? 

Certainly only by his own grace and 
mercy, He Could, if he had pleaſed, have 
left us to periſh in the deſtruction which we 
had bröught upon ourſelves, and allowed 
of no reconciliation with, or atonement for 
us. Where one ſuffers inſtead of another, 
the conſent of the legiſlator or magiſtrate, 
Vol, I. R =" m__ 
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muſt always be bad before it can be valid, 
Beſides, this facrifice was of God's own 
providing,” for God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
To. but have ens nal e 


Wherever the Deity is concerned i in 
deed, we muſt not expect fully to com- 
prehend the method of counſel, and ſeries 
of action. Let angels defire to look into 


the great myſtery of the incarnation and 


paſſion of the Son of God; let us be 
content with the moſt profound humility 
to adore, and with the greateſt gratitude 
u0 enjoy the . of it. 
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I if finiſhed! by 


H E i importance and accompliſhment 
of our redemption ; the ſacred offices 
and ſufferings of the Meſliah 7 and the re- 
ſtoration of fallen man, are ſubjects of 
which human eloquence can give no ade- 
quate deſcription. After all its enquiries, 
the mind is ſtill left ſuſpended in ſilent ado- 
ration. Nor is the glorious myſtery alone 
ſuperior to human comprehenſion; angels, 
immortal and exalted beings, have viewed 
with concern and aftoniſhment, the ſcene : 
the ſcene that preſented the favoured of the 
Almighty, and the Son of his immortal and 


invariable love, in the periſhable form of 
ew human 


Py 
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How replete with wonders is the ſcheme 
of chriſtian ſalvation ! That he who fills 
immeaſurable ſpace ſhould aſſume a limited 
being. That the parent of univerſal na- 
ture ſhould taſte the anguiſh of a mortal diſ- 
ſolution, and periſh by the hands of thoſe 
whoſe beings he gave and ſupported ! Was 
It that the eternal Son of the Father was 
commanded, was it that he was neceſſitated 
to undertake this taſk ? No: crowned with 
endleſs glory and moſt exalted happineſs, he 
was far from being obliged to intercede, 
much leſs to ſuffer for man: his interceſ- 
ſion was voluntary; his ſufferings were the 
reſult of his benevolence and com paſſion, 
When he ſaw that there was none, and 
wondered that there was no interceſſor : 
when oblations were no longer acceptable, 
and burnt-offerings no more a facrifice for 
fin, then ſaid he, Lo! I come: 5 
4c come to propitiate for offending man, 
& and will myſelf be the ſacrifice that juſ- 


*. tiee demands: if human guilt muſt be 
„ expiated 
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cc bes by human blood, behold the 
man ! If ſuch an high prieſt is requiſite 
„ to whom no ſin can be imputed, behold” 
* the God Fj | 


T 1 as united God 441 man, the 
Moeſſiah was enabled to make atonement for 
the ſins of the world. Nor could he other - 
wiſe have done it. An union of the two na- 
tures was indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 


1 buſineſs of redemption. As man, he might 


have ſuffered, but could not ſatisfy the di- 
vine juſtice by a perfect obedience to the law 
of the covenant; as God, he could have 
ſatisfied, but could not have ſuffered; but 
as God and man, he was enabled both to 
ſuffer and to ſatisfy. Theſe ſufferings, and 


tis ſatisfaction, the great eſſentials of 


chriſtianity, ſhould be well underſtood by 
thoſe who profeſs that religion, as by which 
alone they are entitled, to ſalyation, and 
can have acceſs to the divine favour. 


The ſubje& of this diſcourſe is the laſt 
words of our Saviour, recorded by his he- 
loved diſciple St. John. He alone remained 


*Y _” —— 


i by hip crucified Lond, when the re 

left him through ſorrow or ſhame, and he 
alone therefore gives the beſt evidence of 
his gying expreſſions. Accordingly we find 
no mention of theſe words in any other 
evangeliſt. They agree in telling us, that 


previous to his departure, he uttered a deep 
groan, which was attended with circum- 


ſtances of aſtoniſhment and horror. For 


it was a groan that ſhook. the frame of na- 


ture, which for a while ſeemed to be depart- 
ing with its God. The earth trembled 
and gave up her dead: the everlaſting rocks 
burſt, and the vail of the temple was rent 
in twain.” To add to the horrors of an 


earthquake, there was an univerſal dark- 


clothed them in ſplendor. Such were the 
phœnomena that attended the expirin gJeſ us. 


Nor were they without a due effect; many 


who were preſent on the occafton were con- 


5 


neſs for the ſpace of about three hours.“ As 
the children of the bride-chamber mourn 
when the bridegroom is taken from them, 
the lights of heaven withdrew their ſhining, | 
and refuſed to ſee the ſufferings of him who, 


verted to belief, and debe the power and : 


diving 


44 
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divine wiſfion of our Lord. -«©Verily, faid 
they, this was the Son of God,” Indeed, 
what butthe moſt obſtinate infidelity could 
have reſiſted the voice of truth, when ſo 
ſtrongly atteſted ? But ſuch there were 
then, whom no evidence could diveſt of 
their prejudice ; nor is it to be wandered at, 
for ſuch there are now. There are not 
wanting thoſe who would reſolve the mira- 
cles of the Redeemer's life, and the phoeno- 
mena of his death, into natural cauſes, and- 
daringly deny the diyinity of their author. 
The eclipſe of the ſun would according 
to their calculation, have happened at that 
time, and was only in' confequence of his 
ordinary revolations. But theſe aſſertions 
are not, nor indeed could they be ſtrength- 
ened by any ſufficient evidence. | 


Happy for the- aſſertors and their bre- 
thren, if they but had the honeſty of the 
heathe n philoſopher of the Meſſiah's times, 
who, at the criſis of his death declared, 
from a conviction that theſe extraordinary 
appearances were not from natural cauſes, 
and with great * of eonjecture, that 
R 4 either 


2 Oath "Death of Oli. 


« either the God of nature was ſuffering, 4 
or the world was at an end,” Such were 
the wonderful circumſtances of his death, 
whoſe life was but one continued miracle. 
And were not theſe more evident proofs of 
the true Meſfiah, than if he had appeared 
in all the grandeur of regal dignity ? Such 
an appearance might, indeed, have grati- : 
fied the vain expectations of phariſaical 
pride; but phariſaical pride was no object 
for the kingdom of heaven. The humble 
ſpirit, the lowly frame of mind, meekneſs 
and ſelf-denial, were the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtice of the religion of Jeſus. No- 
thing pompous or vain, nothing of ſplendor 
or parade, nothing dazzling or amuſive 
attended the adyent of the Lord of nature, 
Where was the palace to receive the king 
of Iſrael ? What ſplendid bed for the royal 
infant? Were the domes of majeſty prepa- 
red for his reception ? Was he uſhered at 
his birth into the ſplendid payilions ? No; 
for from his birth “the Son of Man had 
not where to lay his head.” Were the el- 
ders of Iſrael aſſembled? Did the princes, 


| of the people mect to celebrate the day 
No: 


4 
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No: but the ſimple ſhepherds were invited; 


but the ſtars of heaven exulted at his birth; 
but the hymns of angels confeiſed the God 


Conſiſtent with the ſimple grandeur of 
his birth was the whole conduct of his life on 
earth. If we trace him from the cradle ta 
the grave, we may obſerve a divine benevo- 
lence in all his actions, and in all his con- 
verſation an heavenly ſimplicity. Theſe 
are the cardinal virtues, the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtics of his religion, and theſe he 
- conſtantly recommended to his diſciples 
both by precept and example. To „ oo 
about doing good.“ was the ſole employ- 
ment of his life: and when John's diſci- 
ples came to enquire of him whether he 


was the Chriſt, he ſeeks no other argu- , 


ment of his divine miſſion. Go ye, ſays 
he, ſhew unto John theſe things--the deaf 
hear ; the blind receive ſight ; the lame 
walk; the lepers are cleanſed ; and to the 
poor the goſpel is preached,” That theſe 
_ circumſtances were mentioned as much for 
their charitable as miraculous nature, wre 
may gather from the laſt article, . the goſ- 
pel is preached to the poor,” Such an ar-- 
gument 


% 


of 
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gument would have had no effect with | 5 


rabbinical pride. That, could entertain na 
opinion of a Meſſiah preaching ta publi- 
cans and finners, or that any good thing 
could come out of Nazareth. But the 
Redeemer wanted not the applauſe, ar 

the ſalvation of man. 


That ſalvation, by a life exempt Gin: 
fin, and a painful death, he effected. Were 
his ſufferings attended with more than 
common anguiſh ? no wonder! for he 
was wounded for our tranſgreſſions.” Was 
his ſoul exceedingly heavy, even unto 
death? The Lord had laid on him the 
iniquities of us all.” But not the ſneer 
of inſult, not the whips of pain, not the 
thorns of ignominy, nor the terrors of 
crucifixion, could make him give up the 
_ purpoſe of his ſoul, or call one angel to 
his aid. Determined to die a ſacrifice for 
his creatures, he fought not to exculpate 
himſelf before his aecuſers, nor made he 
any defence that might fruſtrate the end, 


: He bore with patience the ſport of inſo- 
lence, when he could haye commanded 


| Onthe Death of Obrift. 2 
qhe range e to be ſilent Gor ever, ö 


He ſubmitted to the indi of a crown 
of thorns, who is now N in ſplendor 
that cannot be looked upon. The Lord 
of glory was nailed to an ignominious 
croſs. - Theſe dreadful things he ſuffered, 
to reconcile us to his Father; and in his 
laſt words affectionately told us, that .it 
was finiſhed,” told us in his dying accents 
what ſhould echo through the ſkies. - For 
theſe words are the motto of the chriſtian. 
faith, the baſis of our confidence, and the 
ſtay of the ſou]. - This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, that takes from ſin | 
and death their is to —_—_ 


With what gratitude ſhould we confi. 
der this ——_— inftance of the divine 
goodneſs ! with what acknowledgment | 
ſhall we repay it! What is it that the 
Lord requires of us for all his benefits > 
an humble ſpirit, a grateful. remembrance; 
how ſmall a compoſition for a debt im- 
menſe | And is it poſſible we ſhould refuſe 
this? ſhall we not, when invited, com-. 
memorate his ſufferings, by partacing of 

3 | that 
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that creed he has inſtituted. as a me- 
morial of his merits, to man? Where is 
the ſpirit of chriſtianity fled ? In the early 


ages of the church, the whole body of a 


religious aſſembly unanimouſly received the 
holy communion ; no ane exception. but 
of notorious profligacy, or uncharitable 
malice. And are we leſs ready to do this 
in remembrance of him, of whoſe media- 
tion and ſatisfaction we are equally 'in 

need? Let us be aſhamed of the reproach- 
ful compariſon ; every motive invites us, 
every engagement calls upon us to the in- 
tereſting celebration of the chriſtian ſa- 
crifice. If we hope for acceptance through 
the merits of Chriſt, if we ſeek forgive- 
neſs through his propitiation, ſhall we 
neglect the means he has propoſed, or the 
ordinances he has inſtituted ; would not 
ſuch a conduct be highly abſurd ? Could 
we hope to be diſtinguiſhed by the favour 
or protection of an earthly prince, whoſe 
edicts we obeyed not, and with whoſe 
injunctions we refuſed to comply ? ſurely, 
no; and is there not a parity of reaſon in' 
the caſe before us? But where truth ſtands 
y ff.. an 
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ſelf-evident, what need of argument; what 
need of reaſoning, to enforce a conduct on 
which eternal happineſs depends; what 
other motive is neceſſary, Wu this i: is in 
the caſe? 2 | 


Other motives however there are. If 
there be any amiableneſs in virtue, any 
charms in piety, any excellence in grati- 
tude, theſe loudly call upon us to ac- 
knowledge the favours of divine love, and 
to confmemorate the ſufferings of a dying 
Redeemer. The Romaniſts, whoſe image- 
| adorations we reject, and whoſe ſuperſti- 
tions we diſclaim, defend their uſe of the 
rrucifix, in that it preſents to their minds 
the ſufferings of their Saviour; though we 
want not ſuch monitors of devotion, yet 
ought we not to be leſs induſtrious in 
meditating on the author and accompliſh- 
ment of our redemption. That, ought to 
be the center to which our thoughts, 
though through various directions, ſhould 
for ever tend. That awful, that engaging 
object, will fill the mind with affecting 
ideas of his infinite love and perfections; 
| thoſe 


thoſe ideas will in the conſequence pb 


duce gratitude, and 1 _—_ engage 1 


obedience. 


That we may ever moſt eff-Qually * 
preſs our thankfulneſs for the divine mers | 
cies :—That we may perſevere in every | 
holy purpoſe and reſolution, and conform 
ourſelves to the model of our èruciſied Sas 


viour ;—That the pattern of his picty and 


devotion, of his humility and charity, of 


his meekneſs and patient ſuffering, may be 


ſo lively imprinted on our minds, that we. | 
may tranſcribe his example in our lives 
and converſations :— That, coinmemorat= a 

ing his all-ſufficient ſacrifice on earth, we | 


| | 
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may receive the everlaſting benefit of it in 


his heavenly kingdom, and bleſs and praiſe *: 


3 


him to all eternity; may God of his 305 


finite merey grant 1 
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